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/VH, thiak not fuch a conceilioQ 
would ever be required by lus Alicia! 
r truft he is top well acqusunted with 
the inmoft receiTes of a heart entirely 
his own^ to conceive it poffible my 
vanity could receive any gratificatioi> 
from a ftcp which could in his owi) 
eyes humiliate the man I refpe£l: as 
truly as t love him. If once afcertdn^ 
ed of his felicity, though I never 
yoL. HI. B fhould 



( ^ ) 

fliould behold him more, I would en- 
de^ivour tp teach myfelf the hard lef- 
fon of forgetfuhiefs, and receive into 
my own breaift the (hadow of peiice, 
from the bright refledtion of his hap- 
pinefs/' At this moment the young 
friends were joined byXady Cecilia 
and Mr. Doringfield. The pleafure of 
once more finding herfelf under the . 
jirote£tion of her earlieft friend, in- 
fpired her with' a kind of artificial 
cheerfulnefs, which, for the remain- 
der of the evening, enabled her to 
throw a gleam of that fpirit into her 
converfation, which was naturally 
one of her moft engaging attributes. 
A flower which has been cruelly 
nipt from the remaining root will 

thus 
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thus now and then fend forth a fee* 
ble ifhcot, difcovering the richhefs of 
the foil ; and then droop again, the 
victim of the next chilling blaft. 

When they parted for th« night, 
Doringfield, with the afiedion of the 
tendered parent, informed her that, 
on the following day, every circuni- 
ft^nce of her biith (hould be ex- 
plained, for he Could now reftore 
her to the rank and fortune her pa- 
rents had held. As fhe clofed the 
door of the fupper-room, (he heard 
him fay to Lady Cecilia, ** Is it nbtj 
madam, a moft fingular interpofitioii 
of the divine power, which permits 
rfie' orphan Alicia, under this rbof; 
to receive protedldn,'^ and ' here to 

B 2 learn 
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learn the patticuFars of that fad hif^ 
torjr, which will explain fo circum- 
ftantiaily the arcana of Lady Or« 
mington'a duplicity ?'• 

4 

And now> if my readers will 
permit, we will leave our heroine 
beneath the fhelter of her inefli^ 
xnable friends at Heath(ide, and^ 
to fave 'Mr. Dpringfield the trou* 
We and pain of Entering into the 
diftrefiing circuttxftanceap revert to 
occurrences which had taken place 
fevejr^l years prior to ti^ coromenco; 
ment of this fimple narrative. A\ 
that time Bellevne CaCUe was the re-? 
fidcnce of the Duke of Malv?m, fin 
Aer to the prdcjnt Goumefs of Oih 
mington, then Lady Mary Dalton, 
4 and 
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and of |he Marquis cf Diifn(k>od» 

virjbo iTTUft 6freen ycart ycwnger than 

hU iifter. The Duchefa had loft fe- 

Tcral iafent chlMfen during the in* 

terniedlate fpace, and all hopes of a 

male heir to that illuftrious houfe 

had been loag fince given up^ when, 

to the )inex;pe6ited delight of the 

Duk^s^ het Gra<:e again gave reafoa 

for the revival of expedadons, often 

(a cruelly blighted. But» aUs ! that 

moment to which tibe fond hufband 

had looked fi^rward for the JfulfiKi 

: his nloft anxious hopes, de« 

prived him of the wife he loved 

with as much tendernefs as the eafy 

(efenity t>f his character could ad^ 

mtt of. When the infant Marquis 

was prefented to his arms, he almoft 

B 3 forgot 
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forgot how dear a price had been 
paid for the precious babe, fo long, 
fo ardently defired, as the oaly prop 
of honours which, without this wel- 
come little ftranger, wcmld have 
been extin^ at the deceafe of his 
Grace, there being no male heir to 
the dukedom* A barony, iq the mean 
while, had been fect^ed in the fe« 
male line; and, u^til . this period^ 
Lady Mary had been confidered as 
the fole heircfs of the princely for- 
tune his Grace t^njoyed, and as the 
future Baronefs of Heartfield« Even 
at the early age of fifteen, ambition, 
fwallowed up ewtrj other ^eftion j 
and very ill did her little Lady (hip 
brook fo powerful a rival to the re-, 
gard and honours of the Duke. The 

fmiling 
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fmiling little Marquis, evert in hil 
birth, appeared to be an objedl at 
\vhich misfortune levelled all her 
(hafts ; and, unconfciotis of his lofs^^ 
the lovely boy was baptized over the 
fplendid coffin which held the pale 
remains of her, who, in giving exift- 
ence tahim, had refigned her own» 

For fome. years the education of 
the young Marqtfis occupied the 

« 

whole attention of the Duke; who was 
ailifted in the pleafing tafk hy that 
worthy and refpeSable Doringfield, 
ti^ho, at the cominericement of thefe^ 
pages, was prefented to the notice of 
my readers as Re£tor of Alhbourn, 
and the avowed proteftor of Alicia 

B 4 Arundel. 
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Arundel. Nor could the young heir 
have beea blefled with a more en* 
fightened preceptor j or a preceptor 
poflefe a pupil more perfevering in 

> 

the paths of fcience, and in whofe 
fenfible and intelligent mind the 
ibft and clear feafon of infancy de- 
noted the more brilliant and fpleli- 
did noon of life. 

About two miles from the Gaftle^ 
peeping through the embowering 
woods with which it was furround- 
ed, arofe the elegant manfion of Mr. 
Fortefcue. One only daughter had 
jjlefTed his union j arid in her dawn- 
ing virtues thofe of her ineftimable 
mother again appeared, to crown 

the 
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the father's hope at bcholditig his 
only child, the heirefa of his lar^ 
domains^ more celebrated for the 
graces of her mind and perfon, than 
^ the wealth fhe muft one day in« 
hcrit. 

The two families, which ProYidMCe 
i^felf feemed to baTe united by the 
(liken cords of friendihip, had lived 
lor many years in habits of the 



ftiidteft intimacy; and, even in child^ 
hood, the youthful defcendents evi« 
dently manifefted, that, in their in« 
iK)cent hearts, the feeds of rectproi:al 

9 

atfedion were thus early fmnu 
No circamfkatice appeared th« couIdT 
cloud the bright per fpedive d^f a: gblk 

B 5 den 
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dea harYBft.;vaa4 ca<^ family gave 
way to, th^ pleafipg l^ope of one 
day feQing thofe. beloved children 
linked ;l>y ttMsimoft endearing of all 
ti^ tf} hearty formed for . rational 
and dooieftic felicity. Hi$ Grace 
. thought of this alliance with much 
&tisfa£l9on;.fQr the moft avaricious 
patents cQuld not have fought out a 
more advantageous coxinedion than ^ 

/ tbiC which prefented itfelf in the 
ybUng and lovely heirefs of Hefithr 

' fide. .^ * . 

:. U«der the amiable and highly^ 
ancompUfhed Doriogfield^ the littlQ* 
lHarquiatinade a rapid progrefs/ in, 
vaoous branches of education 

befitting 



btfiltlpg the exalted rank he was' 
bom to fupport, ittd no taik was 
thought too difEcuIt by his perfe* 
vering Lord&ip/ if his indulging 
tutor held out as the reward Ibr 
its attain tAent a* viik to Heathfidey- 
x}T a wiilk with the pfecty Rofanoa.. 
As head^^anced in y^ar?^ ihe waft 
the torch whfch illomiiiated hti^ 
firft peth c£ life ; tracing out t<> 
his dazzled light the enchaotinj^ 
road to which, hope led Kim^' 
When, feparated frooi her^, he waSf 
reftle& and ttQe^fy ;. indeed he faw 
but her, he thought of iu>^ other: 
e^cCti and, when abljsnti the < foftr 
and ' fiiver totif^ ' of. her melo4iaiu^ 
voice: ftiU vibrated loi his heart H» 

B- 6 had 
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had now compkfcd his . fourteenth 
year, and Lady Mary ftiU rciBaincd 
unmarried, the darling of her father's 
heart* Since the death of theDuchefe 
hdr Lad j£hip had hdm the uneon^' 
txoUed mi(bre& of the Duke's houfe : 
ttany oi^rs had been proposed, all' 
of which har Lad jihip had rejetSked r 
and by many it was imagined, the 
entire dominion ihe pofleiled over 
h!l»<Grace, and all which belonged 
to him, would prevent her fromrei- 
figning the power fhe krved fo well 
into the hands of a huftand, whom 
it was c&ore' than probable fhe might 
ftot' fkid To complying ^ to her will 
as tl»e fnffite Ddl^ over whofe 
oahd ihe lia4 ai^tuixcd an enchiiive 

right 
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right to reigtu At thirty, ^he fe-> 
tMned the firftbriilkncy of yomh i t(y 
ivhich charm was acMed a %ur«' 
which mofi olyiam admhratidn^ ^atid 
which, wtth an air c^ h wghtjf triM 
umph, feemcd to dejidand unrrerA^ 
homage. She had receivid^ horn 
infancy 9 conftatu adulatioti ki the 
houfe of Jt^ indulgent pareat ; who^ 
frcmi the mometit he had loft his 
Ducfaefs, regatded her as his fole 
companion ; for t|ie icifaiit Masquis^ 
after the firft novelty faadfubfided; 
befdme kmly fecondary to the affec* 
libns of hb father to that fifter, who- 
had neither the wifli nor the ability 
to difch^rge the important dott^ 
4iD.iN^hidi Ate waa ^led; - ^e at^ 
* tended 
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ded to notietmt thofe which were 
moft conducive to her own ioterefted 
views : for, under the mod feducing 
exterior, was concealed a heart de*. 
praved by unbounded ambition; 
Habituated to afiuoie whatever line 
pf condu^ (he thought moft bene- 
icial to herfelf, the foft gentlenefs, 
or her maaners was but artifice,- 
Ijcr fenfibility but hypocrify, whofe 
aim it was to blind all thofe who 
beheld her, by the fafci nation of 
her enchanting fp^lls. Self-fuffi*^ 
cient, vain^ and envious^ fhe would 
s^t times ^{^ar affe^ip^ate^. incdei):)^ 
apd without pretenfidns.^ By the; 
Duke^ihe was adored ; and, to judge 
by the words >aQd carefTes with^ 

which 



WflPl^jhave. fuppofed her the very 
pudfira. of, 6}Ul piet7» ^^ accyom-*' 
pliQiAi . and intereiUng brother 
fc^aie4 iibe fecpnd Qbjedl;of her a£» 
fedionai thQugh, ;it the Tam^e .time^ 
from her lieart ihe .dpte0£d. hims 

7— a /efltjmtot which •l^r/ouji..|ifiid 
harboured from ^the moment U^ 
birth had . ended her Battering 
Yearns ,of^mbiuoo, < For the lovely 
Rofanna. ^ortefcue flie had long 

entertained ',.. the. , greateft ptoffibic 
2|verftoai the uncommon beauty 
qf whofc fef e, and, .figujre, as. flie 
gr^w ^up in.sU the.eharma of ^ unri- 
valled lovelinefe. aind elegant accom- 
plifluneotd) h^d excited her jealoufy, 
. . • , and 
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and rendered her odious to Iicr light : 
yet, with thefe fentiments, did' (he 
uniformly exprefsi towards the gentle 
unaflSiming gi^l^aH the tendetriefi 
6f TOmanttc and^ unbounded friend* 
ftipi and appeared to wak with 
Irirpatience for the deftihed trmev 
which, £he faid^ was to give her i 
fifter in the choferi friend of her 

heart.'' The rnnopent Rofanna be^ 

< * • . « » 

lieved that all hcSr numberlefs and 
wafm profeffions were the genuine 
dictates of the moft refined fenfi-^ 
biiity,'and returned them with fin- 
cerity and intereft, Mrs. Fortefcue 
was;blefi!ed in the pofleffion of the 

molt refined ilnderftanding, feci-' 

'* ', . ... ^ ^ , , 

lowed by the tcndereft affedSons, 
' . which 
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which were vifible in every afliott 

• ' •« '\, • - * . 

of her exalced mind. Conftant ill 
health gave to her beautiful face a 
tinge of melancholy j while a pro- 
found iniight into the ii^moft recedes 
of the hufn^ia heart, and a decided 
tafte fpr obfervation, lent to hef 
phyfK)gnomy a decided grandeur of 
expreffionf^ which, had it not beea 
united to the moft cahn fercnity of 
manners, might fo fuperncial obfer* 
▼ers have been miftakeh for hauteur. 
With the generality of the vrorld flie 
had little . intercourfe } having for 
fbme years withdrawn herfelf from 

circles in which (he was ^ born to 

> • 

ihine : both ihclinatibn atid conllitu* 
don had induced her to quit them 

for 
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for ever. Yet to thofe friends her 
heart and difcernment pointed out 
as vsrorthy, the diftindion was, fhe 
laviflied on them the mod kind 
and tender attention. She was the 
moft faithful of wives, the tendered 
Q^ mothersi and (he fulfilled with 
zeal| but without oflentation, the 
feparate duties thofe ties demanded. 
The moft dKinterefted afie£tton ha4 
been the bond oPher union with 
her amiable hufband ; and for a 
length of happy years, unmarked 
by the finger of misfortune, that 
tendernefs had been reciprocal ; for 
never, while life remained, was the 
delightful fpell (Jiflblved. It is natu- 
ral to fuppofe that, endowed with 

, the 
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the dear ^nd difcriminatiug eye of; 
trqe underftanding, the enlightened^ 
mind of Mrs. Fortefcue could not 
but difcover the true character of 
Lady Ma^jf, It is indeed true that 
the winning fwectnefs and affedipni. 
always vifible in the condu(Sl: of hct 
LadyjQii^y had not altogether blinded- 
Jier . |o thg^ imperfedkjofis, whidv 
would fbcltietinie^ peep through tbcf. 
thick ya^ of difguife in which fhe 
Vas conftantly enveloped j but to the;, 
mind itfelf truly virtuous, it is im-* 
poffibl^ at all timfs to wear the face 
of referve, or fufFer the ruft of mif* 
trufl to hang about the heart j and 
often did the candid mind of Mrs. 
Fortefcue blapie lierfclf for harbour- 



( *o ) 

ing furpicions injurious to her Lady* 
ihip's fincerity. The ctomplaint un- 
der which (he had long been gra- 
dually declining, now made f-apid 
progrefs on her delicate frame ; but, 
too firm to grieve thofe about her 
with a knowledge of her own feel- 
iogs, (he fuSered difeafe to rankle 
on her; and as a plant contrads 
and withers in its bloom, when 
winter faftehs on its tender leaves, 
fo did pain and languor wafte hei^ 
frame till (he became tb^ ihadow dF 
her former fel£ Accuftomcd to the 
delicate conftitution of his beloved 
wife, Mr. Fortefcue viewed her 
emaciated perfon through the bptid 
moft favourable to tis own wiibes j 

and 



and was far from diioking he was 
Oft the ppiiit of being deprived of 
ber who bad condituted' all his 
e^tWy felicity. He was a man who 
did hondur to the noble anceftors 
fFpm wh^n^c he fprang. A tender 
huiband) Ml indulgent ' father, he 
fuUilled each duty allotted him with 
integrity and honour. By a com- 
manding air of dignity he appeared 
ta challenge awe, had not the polite 
franknefs of his addrefs infpired an 
efteem which, on a more mtimate 
knowledge, was converted into the' 
moft iblicl and lafUog friendOiip. 

Such were the j^rents of Mifs 

Fortefcue j and with them the Dukre 

ftf ^^alvprn had already fettled the 

' *• ^ union 
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tinion of the Marquis ; which, when 
it had bfeea arranged, was to take 
place when his Lordfliip (hbuld 
have completed his twentieth year ; 
the families having agreed in think- 
ing the accomplilhment of fuch an 
event would preclude the heceiEty 
of Lord Defmohd's ma|clng the 
grand tour ; - rightly judging a 
conne6lion in w^hich the heart is 
warmly engaged to be the moft 
powerful of all'prefervatives'againft 
the deftruftive diffipation fo madly 
plunged into by our young men of 
' fafhion, which too often terminates * 
in the deftfu6lion of their health, 
their morals, and that fortune which, 
even before they arc* adl'uailly in 

pofleffion 
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poffeffion of kyis pledged for tempo- 
rary fupplies- to be fquandered it the 
gaming-table; and they are them- 
felves reduced to the mortifying 
neceffity of feeing their carriages 
and horfes feized to pay the intereft 
of debts incurred through folly, and 
fquandered without refleiStioA. 

Not of this defcription of fafhion- 
able young men was the amiable and 
accpmpli(hed Marquis of Defmond ; 
who, infeparable from his beloved 
and deftined wife, enjoyed with 
rapture their prefent felicity, nor 
thought of clouds which might arife 
tooverfliade their future happinefs. 
Thus had delight adminiftered a 
delicious opiate to their enraptured 

fenfes* 
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fenfeii, and its effed hu&ed all for£« 
bodiog|*-<*ever7 fympathetic inteU 
ligence which the foul of feniibi* 
Iltj fo uiually receives, ere a peltiog 
pitilefs ftorm buril on the faead^ 
unprepared by previous joy for fii- 
tjure mifery. With rapidity did 
Lord ^Defmond follow the ftudiea 
allotted by Mn Doringfield, that 
nothing might impede his daily 
yifits at Heathfide^ where^ accompa* 
liied by his tutor and Miss Archer, 
the orphan daughter of a deceafed 
friepd of Mrs. Fortefcue's, the young 
and happy party, with that geotlts 
gaiety inieparable from imioceoce^ 
would amufe the hours which flew 
^n the wings of love and joy. 

It 
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It was at this period that Lady 
Mary accepted the haad of Lord 
Ormingtoni who, fliortly after his 
nuptials h^d been folemnlzed^ was 
appolmed ambaflador from our 
court to* that of Madrid;, and as 
the Duke's health appeared to have 
been for fome time declining, the 
Countefs avjuled herfelf of that 
excufe^ to folicit permiffioa of re- 
maining 2^t Bdievue during her 
Lord's abfejice. And as fhe, had ever 
poffefled the power of making the 
will of others fubfervient to her own, 
Ihe fucceeded in. her wifh ; and flill 
remained as much the acknowledged 
miftrefs of her father's houfe, as if 
ihe. had not been tranfplanted into 
aay other family. • 

. VOL, HI. c The 
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The laft winter had been marked 
by the marriage of her Ladyfhip, 
ahd the prefentation of Lord Def- 

* ■ 

mond into the circles of the wbrldi 
Nor did the declared engagement of 
his hand prevent many of the moft 
fafhionable women about town from 
feeking to gain the diftindlion of 
his notice ; but ftili his firft affec- 
{ions were firmly riveted on the 
companion of his childhood, the 
friend of his more matured reafon, 
and the promifed, the adored bride, 
whofe vows werefhortly to be plight- 
, ed to him at the altar. Preparations 
were already begun for the projcded 
marriage ; and it was the increafing 
illnefs of her mother which alone" 
had prevented the* lovely hcirefs 

from 
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I 

from having been prefented at court 
previoully to her, union with the 
Marquis. The accumulated illnefs of 
many years at length overcame the 
remaining ftrength of this truly ex- 
celleht woman, whofe conflitution, 
no longer able to contend, gave way * 
to the moft alarming fymptom«, 
which now baffled every attempt to 
flop their progefs ; and that crifis 
faft approached, that threatened to 
her family a fatal, to herfelf a happy, 
termination to all her fuflerings. 

The almoft heart-broken Rofanna 

nevea: for a moment quitted herj 

and one day, when (he was endea- 

_ c z vouring 
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younpg to appear cheexful, and had 
dwelt with pkafure on, the d3y8 qf 
future happinefa which prefented 
themfelves to their view, when Ihe 
{ho«ld have become the wife of her 
tmMe lover, the already, almoft 
fainted mother tenderly preffed ike, 
fair hand of her beloved Rofann*. 
«' I had hoped, my deareft girl, to 
have, vvitnefled your union with 
lum, who i^ fcarcely left dear to 
me tha-n yourfelf. For I am well, 
convinced that he will watch over 
your gentle nature with affedion 
like my own J but ray ardent 
prayer, I ' daily grow more fenfi-. 
ble, has been rejefted, and I ihall. 
die without having refigned you 

to 
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to the arms of Lord Defmond, 
who will lore jrdu, I doiibt aot^ 
-whh iidelity and truth/' 

I 

t 

Rofimnai nearly ftifled by her 
emotionS) kifled the pale hands of 
hn beloved mother. An afhy pale- 
42eis oveifpread her face, and fome 
wordjB reodereduQintelUgible by her 
fobs expired on her colourlefs lips. 
The entrance of her deilined hui^ 
4>and <xnjid dlone harve reilored her 
to reoDlk&ioQy v^ich Mrs. Forte« 
fcue could not fupport Tfithout 
feeling the moil aiHifting pangs, at 
the hl&art*rendjiQg'forrow of her cfaild| 
^«nd f e<|i]«(led that 0ie would for a 

&w Bsdoutea itetirc) JHid leave he^ 

c 3 with 
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\vitli the Marquis, to whofe care 
(he in the moft folemn manner re* 
commended her agonized Rofanna ; 
' and requefted that nothing might 
delay a ceremony on the comple- 
tion of which the mutual happinefs 
of both depended. ** For you, my 
dear Lord,'' fhe added," are the 

r 

only * hulband her heart would' 
ever ele<^ ; and mine is at this 
moment relieved from the agonies 
of reparation, by the foothing hope 
that two beings . fo loved will fpend 
^ their life together/* 

Th6 Marquis, with the affe£tionate 
duty of a fon, vowed to execute even 
the mod trifling of her wifhes ; and 

was 
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was yet fpeaking of his adored 
Rofanxia, when he perceived that 
the interefting woman, whofe voice 
yet thrilled on his ear, had, withoilt 
a figh, refigned her pure foul to 
that God, in wbrfliipping, adoring, 
and ferving whom fhe had pafled 
her days,, there to intercede at the 
throne of Omnipotence for thofe fhe 
had fo dearly loved on earth ; and 
when the changed countenance of - 
the now beatified Mi-s. Fortefcue 

ff 

had announced the completion of 
that altferation which mortality muft 
fuffer, whether adorned with honour, 

rank, and riches, or debafed by the 

« 

contumely of a world, in which the 
moft exalted often find the barbed ar-i 
rowsofflander and malevolence. His 

c 4 heart. 
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tcart burfting with forrow, and his • 
face bathed in tears, he quitted the 
chamber of filent death, and, in the 
foothing accents of the tendereft 
love, imparted to his haplefs Rofanna, 

ft 

that (he had on earth no longer a 
mother, but in heaven had gained 
an angel whofe protedting fpirit 
vrould hover round and teach her, 
that refignation to the will of tlie 
Almighty is the only certain way 
to acquire calmnefs uoder the 
heaviefl: of all calamities, Ind in time 
to acquire that peace which tbje 
world cannot give. But let us draw 
a curtain over thofe heart-rending 
fcenes* 

When the hulband and the 
♦ daughter 



daughter were itrformed of the irre- 
parable \o&' they had ftiftainedy th« 
forrow of Rofanna was without 
Violence f but it wafted her houiH 
in filent grief, and e^ery gleam of 
foft gaiety which had played oa 
het lovely face, feeaied dead in her 
heart fen: ever : on her fair cheeky 
the vermeil tint of health was fuc- 
ceeded by a deadly palends; and 
fleep and appetite haying forfakeii 
her, her ftrength was (inking for want 
of their aid. The real child of fitn* 
plicity and nature, ihe mourned uq^i* 
ceafingly by its genuine dictates : 
etea the foothings of the ^ Marquis^ 
and her beloved father, failed to 

dKeek the filent tear. 

c 5 Need- 
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Needlefs and intrufive is it by 
argutnent to labour at impeding the 
current of affliction ; every heart 
burftidg with forrow muft have felt 
how much more efficacious are a 
few words whifpered by fympathy 
to the ear of diftrefs, than the 
moral arguments of the high-pitched 
perfuafions of ftoical unimpreffive 
language, and cool philofophy. The 
foul is awakened to fomething re- 
fembling pleafure, on finding com- 
miferatlon from'thofe whom w^ 
love ; and the tender intereft which 
they take in our forrows, will, though 
flowly, yet certainly fucceed, in prer 
fcrving the drooping plant. 

5 One 
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One mofning when Lord Def- 
mond had found her hathed in tears^ 
he cried, preffing her to his affec- 
tionate heart, " Is it thus, my love, 
that I am ever to meet you a prey 
to filent woe ? Ah, in mercy to mc, 
ftrive to conquer thofe fenfations, 
which threaten my peace in the de- 
flruftion o^ your own ! Often, have 
I pafled unobferved the traces of 
that mifery which is fo deeply 
painted on that lovely face, that till 
now ever fmilqd in all the irradiated 
brilliancy of fun-fhine on your Def* 
mond ; and alone blefTed with fuch 
a treafure, and pofTeffing nothing 
more, I fliould feel rich beyond com- 

# 

parifon. I believe that mifery will 

c 6 not 
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not in all moods bear even a glance ; 
and from this con virion haye I ob- 
ferved filence, when the ftarting 
tear announced the heart-felt grief 
of my borrowing love, fearing by 
mifapplied zeal to wring down 
oceans more : but fain would I cheat 
it of its prefent bitternefs, and then, 
by watching the feafonable moment, 
hope to popr the balm of comfort, 
and fpeak of future happinefs and 
the years of uninterrupted blifs 
which we may yet enjoy together .^^ 

Rofanna heaved a deep figh as 
£he foftly preffed the hand which 
clafped her own, and in broken ac- 
cents aflured him that the fweet 

hope 



< 37 ) 

hope of one day living for 
. alone, was the only coniblition that 
ihe could now. receive. " Yet I 
know not," continued fhe^ while 
pearly drops ftole over her lovely 
face, ^^ but I feel a foreboding terror 
at my heart, inconceivable to myfelf, 
which makes me fear that I am 
about to become the victim of fuper* 
ftitious terrors.; and if» to the lofs 
that I have already fuflained, I 
fhould live to add the decreafe of 
your affections, furely tliis already 
oppreffed heart would burfl: the mo» 
ment I learned, my fate." 

m 

Hie Marquis conjured her to ba- 

niih ideas fo detrimental to their 
\ . - hopes, 



/ 
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hopes, and to remember that a few 

months would unite them for even 

.* 

•* Calm then, my love," he cohti* 
nued, " that exquifite fcnfibility of 
foul, and deafe to (hade Qur future bills 
by terrors which are the offspring 
of a mind weakened by diftrefs/* 

There are thofe, who at all times 
have the power to cheat us of our 
cares, and who can win upon us in all 
humours. Thus it was with Mifs For- 
tefcue, when her foft full eyes were 
raifed to the manly countenance of 
the amiable Defmond. After fome 
months, her bofom began again to 
glow with the delights of fociability , 
and her forrow was mellowed into 

compoled 
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compofed fcrenity. When her Iqok^ 
refted on h« deftined hufband, thcjr 
clearly befpoke that their errand 
was that of tendernefs, and all their 
language * foftehed pleafure, which 
eloquently told him that he alone 
could impart happinefs, life, and, 
comfort, to « her fafcinated heart. 

The Duke of Malvern had fixed 
with Mr Fortefcue the fettlements 
propofed to be made on the young 
and lovely pair. The fortune of Ro- 
fanna was v^ft, aiid the preparations 
making, conducted in a ilyle of 
fplendour befitting the rank and ex-* 
peftations of the; panics : and now 
that the due time of mourning for 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Fortefcue was dapfed, it was 
propofed that -the ceremony fhould 
take place at the Caftle; af^r which 
the Marquis and his fair bride^ ac« 
comp&nied by his Grace and Lady 
Ormington, were to pafs the re? 
inainder of the winter in London* 

Mr. Doringfield ftill continued to 
refidc at Bfellevue, though his poft 
for the laft two years had been 
changed ; and he was no tonger re« 
garded in the light of governor to 
Lord Defmbnd) but ' as domeftic 
chaplain to his Grace* From the 
conftant mtercotirfe fubfifiiiiig be* 
tween the two fcimilies, this reiped:'* 
al>l^ man had often occafioofiof dif* 

covering 
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covering the virtues and the graces 
which adorned Fanny Archer, who, 
though Tome years older than Mifs 
f artefcue, had ever been regarded 
by her rather a$ a filler than the 
dependent of her father's bounty. 
Faftay was the younger branch of a 
"well dcfcended faftnily; but ^oofl 
hlood, iinacconipanied by the gifts 
of fortune, was all that her fathdr 
had to boaft j and, fortunately fdr 
his family, Mr. Fortefcue and him- 
felf had contracted a friendlhip fdr 
each other at Weftminfter fchool, 
whiph, during life, had afforded to 
himfelf the moft eflential benefits, 
and at his deceafe fecured an ho- 
nourable and happy afylym for his 

orphan 
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orphan girl in Mr. Fortefcue's fit* 
mily, where (he was ever diftinguifli- 
ed by the tender affe£lion to \vhich 
her unobtrufive virtues moft juftly 
intitled hen 

Doringfidfa faw the fuperlority of 
underfland^ng and the extreme 
fweetnefs of difpodtion which (he fo 

^ eminently po(re(red j and the con- 
nection having received the entire 
approbation of all parties, the mar*- 
riage was foon folemnized. From 

^the hands of her liberaLbenefadior 
Doringfield received his amiable 
Fanny,, and a fortune of two thoufand 
pounds, which Mr. Fortefcue pre- 
feitted to the fair bride on the morn^ 

ing' 
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ing of their marriage ; and it was 
agreed that Mrs. Doringfield (hould 
continue to refide at Heathfide till 
Rofanna became Marchionefs of 
Defmdnd. 

* 

All now was joy at the Caftle j 
Lady Ormingtoa had prefented her 
Lord -with a fon and heir; and as 
foon as the wedding of her brother 
was over, (he propofqd eftablifhing 

herfelf in the Earl's town houfe. 

> 

As the Duke could no^ fupport a fe* 
paration^6rom both his children, it 
was alfo determined the Marquis 
and his lovely wife (hould refide 
with his Grace, a fpecial licence 
having been procured by the Duke, 
" ' ' and 
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and placed in the hands of Doring- 
field, who was to perforin the ce^ 
remony. 

On the morning prior to th^ day 
on which they were to be united, 
Lord Deilmond and his Rofanna 
\wrk raitifbllng ^ i«i the beax^tifiQ 
grounds ctf Heiithfide, giving way 
♦o all the ttaofports of approved af- 
If^ion. it wa6 late in the autumfi, 
yet the very air iee»ed in Aariifon 
with ^the youthful lovers; and the 
foft breathing of the wind exhaled a 
thoufand perfumes from the fragratft 
^rubs and flowers, whi<:h yet lin- 
gered as if unwilling to give place to 

the ftern iind rapid approach of win*- 

ter. 
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ter. The delight of the Marqub 
was "vifible ia his fine and intelli'* 
gent features: ; nor was: that of Ra-> 
fanna lefs heart-felt, though mcU 
lowed by thoughts which made her 
feem even more than ufually pen^ 
five^ when fhe recolleded the awful 
change that a few fhort hours would* 
make in her fituation. 

Her delighted fatheir haid. that 
morning been in more than his 
ufual fpirit^ and had left her after 
breakfoft to go to Derby on fome 
bufmefs relative to the fucceeding. 

day. 

< -> 

" And now, my own Roianjia^" 

cried 
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cried the happy lover, ** you are aU 
moft ray v:i{t ; what then is become 
of all the dark forebodings with 
•which you once harrowed up my 
foul ? For now I think nothing hu- 

« 

man can have power to fnatch you 
from him who lives but to confti- 
tute your felicity.'* ^^ And I,'* ex- 
claimed the "deftined bride, " will 
cherifti that rich, fweet bleffing, that 
gem whofe pofTeffion excites virtue, 
fortifies it againft temptation, in 
every diftrefsful hour, and, with di- 
vine fenfations, can furnifh us with 
energy to bear up againft every 
ftorm of life, — the reciprocal confi- 
dence in each other's fidelity, which 

« 
no earthly power can ever ihake; 

and 
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and indeed I feel how vrroag I have 
been, in giving waj to fuch melan- 
choly thoughts, when I remember 
that the heart which is clothed in 
innocence fbould not eafily refign 
itfelf to defpair, while there is a 
gleam of hope to lead us on j and 
that in rcfu^ng its Wefled influence, 
we:give up the mod bountiful of all 
Weffings, which fcatters the rofes of 
comfort over every dreary fcene of 

humanity/' / 

« 
» 

Defmond in filence preiled the 
fweet philofophtr to his heart, then 
foftly whifpered, '^Tplmorrow, dear- 
eftj moft idolized of beings, makes 
you my own for ever.*' 

During 
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During the period in ivhicfa thtj 
had been thus fweetly occupied, to 
tiieir mind's content, forgetting that 
thiP univerfe contained others kis 
happy than themfelves, the windings: 
of the fhrubbery had brought them 
near the hqufe, from which there ap<« 
peared to ilTue founds of conludon 
a^nd diftrefs. Rofanna^ terrified fhe 
k]!)ew not why, put one hand over 
hor ey^i while with: iht other fh^ 
firmly grafped the arm of L»ordr 
Defmond; but as he approached 
oearer the hajl door,, th^ noife qp* 
pe«xed^ to incrpajfc, «ui fhe fprang 
from that! fupport, on which fhe^ 
could haive ndet (veSa death without 
apprchenfion,. ib th^^t it had not fe- 
parated her from him fhe loved. 

In 
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In the walk leading to the houfo 

m 

they beheld Mrs. Doringfield, as if 

m piirfait of feme one, whom thcjr 

doubted not to be themfelves; and 

as flic approached, the pallid hue of 

her face, and the tears which chafed 

each other dowii her cheelra, filled 

thetn with alarm, Convi&ion df the 

&tal truth, like lightning, fla£hed oa 

&e mind of Rofanna, and (he 

lereamed in frantic agony, ^ My fa- 

therf In the name of God, what 

terrible caiaftrophe has befatlen my 

beloved father?" Mrs. Doringfietd 

sepliedy *^ Be calm, my deareft Mils 

Fortefcue. Would I could have been 

fj^ared from the communication of 

the dreadful intelligence ! But pro^. 

TOL« HI* D ceed 
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I. . 

tee^ not till you learn that v^hich 

» 

would annihilate both 'yourfelf and 
the Mar^uis^ ihould the ftroke dr« 
live unfoftened by prepatration/' 



Overcome with horror^ Rofanna^ 
nade a paufe. Defmoiid in his arm% 
fiipported her trembliag frame, and 
Mrs. Doringfield proceeded in a 
voice rendered inarticulate by grief; 
•* Heaven has yet in ftore for/ you a* 
heart-rending leflbn of refignatioor 
to his Divine will, whiqh his Al* 
mighty goodnefs will alone teach ' 
you to fupport with the patience 
due from the creature to the Crea^ 
tor. Your father, you know, went 
out on horfeback. He has been 

4 ifarown* 
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thrown.^'-—" And is there then no 
hope^** eiitcktined (he in accents of 

< 

horror. *• Muft I alfo lofe my belor- 
ed father ?"— " My dearcft friend^ 
you muft cxtn refolmion to iupport 
dfce worft. Bi^ore I quitted tho 
houfe, the fiirgeoa had pronounced 
that he had but afewfhort moments 
to five : his voice had failed^ and the 
cold hand of death had iiamped hifli 
with its iedi/' 

* Rofanna vas now infeniible to aft 
her forrows, and appeared to have 
fiown to the manfions of the bleft^ 
there to join her beloved parents 3 
and ia this (ituation (he was coa^ 
veyed to her own apartment, where 

D 2 the 
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the foft attentions of Lord Defmond 
firft reftored her to a fcnfe of the 
lofs (he had fuftained. . But it was 

not till after the laft fad ceremonies 

> 

bad been performed to her unfortu- 
nate father^ that recoUedion return- 
ed to his miferable orphan. 

The Duke and Lady Ormington 
immediately removed to Heathfide^ 
intending to remain there till the 
a£Siidcd heirefs could be removed 
from her own houfe to .the Gaftle» ^ 
His Grace had been appointed fole 
guardian,) both to her perfon i^nd 
fortune^ by a will executed many 
years prior to the fatal accident 
which terminated l;er father's exift- 

ence; 
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ence ; and he really felt the alEec* 

» 

tion of a parent for her, whom his 
Grace already confidered as the bride 
of his fon. 

The Marquis never left her bed- 
fide till reafon returned ; and the 
firft words flie uttered were ** Det 
mdndf my own I-ord !" He had 
been afflidled beyond meafure at 
witnefling the ravages fbrrow hiad 
made on the countenance of his be« 
loved ; but the found of her foft 
voice was a confolation^ as it caught 
his ear, and feemed like a ftream of 
comfort flowing to his foul as (he 
firft whifpered his name; and fold- 
ing her fondly to his heart he 
ntixed his tears with hers. 

Dj •♦We 
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^ We ought, my love/' faid the 
ibothing participator of her agonized 
fe^IingSi •* to fupport this ftroke with 
patient refignatioh, najr, even to rc^ 
joice^at that celeftial transformation 
that envelops worldly forrow, and 
ihuts out pain and anxiety for even 
But, in griefy the better fenie is ab« 
forbed by a fund of felfilh regret, 
which leads liis to iameoC what wc 
inufelYes fufFcr^ without confiderlddg 
that dhe Ahnighty difpenfes this af« 
flidion to ns, that the perfedl leii« 
dty of thofe w^ love may he com- 
pleted. Let U8 then, my gentle Rc^an*' 
na, {bake off thofe melancholy tints 
ef Nature'sweaknefs, and fufier me 
to dry away the tear of filial regret/* 

Can 
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Cab It be fuppofed that the argu* 
meats df a comforter fo beloved 
pleaded in vain to the heart of a fair 
jnoutner^ or that he had not the 
power to wipe off forrow's fickly 
tear ? To you who have known af* 
fedion's tender, anxious, yet ecftatic 
throbs I appeal. You who have ex- 
perienced desJith'B iron hand lay low 
the beloved parent^ or the tender 
friend, were you, even at its mofl; 
bitter moment, rendered callous to 
&e foothing accents of fympathy|. 
proceeding from that heart united to 
your own by thofe cords the tearing 
afimder of which would break your 
own ? And could you be infenfiblQ 
ef the CdXai felicity of feeling you 

p 4 ha4 
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had yet ties for which y6u wifbed 
to live ? 

The Counteis of Ormhigton at- 
tended the interefting invalid with 
all the appearance of fifterly afiec* 
tion, and by fuch condud: fecured 
the gratitude of the Marquis, who 
lived but in {he prefence of his Ro« 
ianna. As foon .as her health would 
permit, ihe was removed to Belle* 
vue, as the Duke thought it more 
advifable than to continue the ex*^ 
penfive eftablifhment at HeathAde 
during the minority of the heirefe. 
This arrangement was equally a- 
greeable to all parties, who wiflied 
for nothing fo much as the uairi-i 

terrupted 
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terrupted fociety of each other ; and 
the family put off their journey to 
town, out of refped to the memory 
of Mn Fortefcue, whofe recent 
death mufi; prevent his daughter 
from ^ mUing in the gay fcene» of 

the world. 

1 

rJburing the difmal months of wi». 
ter, whofe days of mourning fo well 
accorded with the haraffed fpirics qf 
Rofanna and him who fhared in atl 
her forrows, each objcft that pre- 
fented itfelf brought the melan- 
choly remembrance of thofe beloved 
beings^ who during the lad had en<- 
Uvegied the domeftic circle by all 
the charms of polifhed lienfe and ea« 

p 5 dearing 
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dearing afie£tion. The Duke had 
been for fome timie much occupied 
by the fcttlement of his intended 
daughter-in-law's affairs ; and he 
ofteji received large packet^ from 
town, avowedly concerning them ; 
b,ut*ihe contents o^ which were kept 
a profound fecret from all but Lady 
Ormington. • 

i 

March was now arrived, - and 
Lord Defmond obferved with fur* 
prife that his father had ceafed^to 
fiptdkj as had ever been his ctiftom 
to do, of that time when he (hould 
receive the hand of his prbmifed 
bride. One day he followed the 
Puke to his library, where he told 

his 
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bis Graoe^ as the firfl mourning for 

4 

Mr. Fortefcue was over, he hoped 
nothing would now retard his im- 
mediate union with Rofanna. *^ M)r 
dear William," faid the Duke, *• I 
have for fome time wi(hed for an 
(^ortunity of fpeaking to you oa 
this fubjed. It will, I truft, be 
needle%for me to tell you, how 
anxious I have ever been to call Mils 

m 

Fortefcue my daughter : but, fince » 
the «death of my poor friend, fome 
unforefeen obftacles have arifen^ 
which, till they are finally fettled, 
muft prevent the marriage from tak* • 
ing places as a very confiderable 
part of Rofanna*s fortune is about to 
be diiputcd by a diftant brancch in 

D 6 the 



/ 



( 6o ) 

the inale line of her father- s family, 
and the claim appears fo well found*- 
ed as to gire my counfel reafon to 
fuppofe a^cdurt oT chancery can 
alone fettle the difpuie. I have de- 
layed to mention this unpleafant itt* 
telligenee, either to her or you, in 
the hope that matters might y^t be 
accommodated ; but it can noMf ho 
longer be concealed, as proceedings 
are already jnftituted by Major For- 
tefcue to recover the eftates of his 
late relation. The perforial fortune 
fh> is intitled to is not difputed ; 
and at all events that, which in itfelf 

is very confiderable, wculd make 
her alliance defirable to moft ' fami- 

lies, independent df her own inef it, 

'which 



( 6i ) 

which I aflure you Is fully vahied 
by me« But till ^his ma* ter is decided 
I muft pofipone the ceremony from 
taking plaee, as I donotxhoofeto in« 
volve my family, in law ; lo which 
I have ever had an inviucible aed 
decided objedionw-' i 

it was with cMreme forrow.apd 
confternation the Marquis received 
this! blow to his jfanguine hopes ; 
and in the tendered tones his 
Rofanna was made. the repofitory of 
'hb grief; and as they both well 
knew no remonftrance would alter 
the Duke*s decifion, th^ey rero\ve4 
to wait the moment appointed with 
patient re&gnation j fix^ a^ jn aluK^ 
.., J every 
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trcTf fituatioa of human lifcy there 
are^ to thofe loclined to feek for it^ 
fome events from which they may 
derive fatidfadtion, thejfolaced them« 
felyes with knowing that, till that 
day which would *nite them, they 
fhould continue to live under the 
vfame roof, and be blefied in the (<>- 
ciety of each other* 

Daring the recital, fb cruel to 
both, the varying colour of Rofanna 
evinced the effeCks it had on her 
heart ; but too delicate |o blame 
the condua of the Duke, (he only 
i?egretted to his fon her fears , of 
being lefs' acceptable to his Grace, 
Ikould this uafortttodte law^fiiit be 

given 
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given againft her. " By you, my dear 
Lordy i know I fhouid be equally 
beloved, even if this hand^ and a 
heart entirely your own, were to be 
my only poffefiions; nor flxould I 
feel any reludance at owing every 
thing to the generofity of him to 
whom I fhall be indebted for that 
which wealth could never beftow/* . 

Proteftation$ of his difinterefted 
affcaion, while in his prcfcnce, gave 
eafe to her heart ; but when fhe had 
retired for the night, and wis left 
to her own reflections, (he gave way 
without reftraint to the feelings 
diis unlooked-^or information had 
-occafioned. S<mrow oppi^efled her 

hearty 
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heart, as flic refleded on the con- 
verfation of the Duke and Lord 
Defmond* 

The embarralTment of her affairs 
was the plea made ufe of to defer 
their marriage. Could it be pojQlblc 
that it 'Was only a pretence to gain 
time, or perhaps for ever to deftroy 
thofe hopes, fo long, fo fondly . 
cheriOicd ? At this torturing furmife, 
fhe funk orr her knees, and invoked 
the fpirits of her fainted parents 
to intercede at the throne of heaven, 
that (he might not be rohbed of hipti 
in whom her afie£tions centred. Her 
mind was now calmed of its agi- 
tation; and i(he waited the morning 

with 



J 



•> 



(.65 ) 

vritjb impatiencei whicK would again 
bring her confolation in the fociety 
of the belpve^ friend of her heart. 

On defcending to the breakfafl>» 
room, Ihe faw the Duke already 
there, and prepared to falute him^ 
a3 was her ufual cufton:^, with a filial 
reg^d £be had ever entertained for 
the father of her, defined Lord« 
The ufually placid face of his Grace . 
bore the vifible traces of uneafinefs ; 
arid, as he kirfed her cheek, he affec- 
tionately took her 'hand, faying, " I 
was coming in purfuit of you, my 
dear ; but have you feen my fon this 

morning ?^* 

'• ^*^ ^' No, 
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^* No, ray Lofd," repiied the 
agitated ^irl : ** and I am Airprifed 
he 18 fo late, as I have llieen ftrolling 
in the Park this hour ; and ^his is, I 
think, the firft time he has dmitted 
to feek me for his morning walk. 
But I hope,'^ fee added in a titnid 
voice, ** Lord Defmond is well ; fear 
your countenance, my dear !Duke^ 
wottld ahntaft tempt me to this& 
the contrary, " 

** He was^ perfedly fo a quarter 
of an hour fince, for he has been 
engaged with roe j which muft 
plead his excufe for neglcAing his 
appointment with the fair Lady, 
irom whom \ flatter myfelf he 

will 
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will learn obedience to my will, 
add fortitude to fupport what can* 
not be averted* But come, my 
dear, let us have our breakfaft; 
after which you and I will have a 
little conyerfation in the library*** 

With an oppreflfed heart and 

trembling fingers, (he prepared tb 

obey his Grace'* orders ; but before 

flte had ietfure to purfue the ii]N|ui- 

lies which hung on her lips, Lady 

Ormington entered; and when break* 

faft was nearly ended they were 

joined by the Marquis^ who, inftead 

of haftening to^ the chair always 

left for him nes^t to that Mifs 

Foricfcue 
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Fortefcue filled, as it had ever been 
I^is cuftom to do after the fhorteft 
reparation^ he^ fcarcely noticed one 
of the party ; but, as if totally uncon* 
fcious of any thing, he went to the 
window, againfl which he leaned 
his face, hid by his hand, and feem^ 
iogly . buried in thought. 

** Have you taken your break* 
£aft, my Lord r* faid the attentive 
Rofanna. Her voice alone had 
the power to roufe him from the 
reverie into which he had fallen; 
and he placed himfelf in the 
vacant chair ne\t the trembling 
vi^im, who in filence prefented 
^^' . him 



J 
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him fais tea, while the pearly drop 
of fufpeafe trickled from her mild 
eye. 

The Duke looked angry, and faid^ 
** Indeed, Defmond, the ill grace 
with which you prepare to obey me 
is not the kind of conduct I had 
expected from my - fon.'* His 
Lord(hip did not reply, but; feemed 
fullen and uncafy, ' ' 

Lady Ormington obferving . the 
diftrefspof both, with an air of wclU 
diflembled kindnefs to<^ the hand 
of Mifs Fortefcue, faying, "You are 
without doubt aftoniflied, my love, 
at the very eaoraordioary conduQ: 

of 
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af my brother, who I Tee ha6 not 
yet fummoned courage fufficient 
to make you the confident of his 
diftrefs • Neither has our dear father, 
who lores you fi> tenderly,, refo- 
hition enough > to fay, becaufe he 
fears that his determination will: 
give you pain, that it is his in« 
tention William ihould make a 
Ihort tour on the continent^ 
before that period can arrive 
when I ihall embrace my deareft 
friend as the wife of my brother, 
and the fifter of my choice ; and 
during th# tim« he is on his 
travels you will continue to refide 
with the Duke and myfelf, who 
will by every endeavouf ftrivc 

to 



J 



( ;^ ) 

to leflTen the unavoidable pangs of 
fepaiatioiu** 

** His travds ! *' repeated the al« 
moft CQiftvuUed auditor* V Gracious 
H^ven ! you will not furely, my dear 
Di^9 cbmmatid him to obey theiC: 
fXHoI ordersi "' A glaoce from the al-* 
moft ikipefied Ddmond. confiroiedr 
her fears^ aad prevented her proceed^ 
ifig ; th^ half-uttiered fenteacq died 
tm her pale tips, hat eyes relied oa 
the tables and flie remained nearly. 
withcHit fen&tioQ. 

^^ I am fonjf my ded^** faid his^ 

Grace, vifibly agit^^ed as he fpoke^ 

^* that the adjudme^ (^ your afiairs. 

haa 
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has made it neceflaiy for the mar- 
riage to be deferred ; and during 
that time Lhave fixed on my foh's 
traveiling. Every ftep is arranged 
for his departure ; and as I will not 
now recede, I requeft you to believe 
my motives are wife and difcretti 
and, I really think, for the happineft 
both of the! Marquis and yourfelf. 
So be corapofed, my love,** tenderly 

« 

killing her as he fpoke, " and let 
die future Marchionefs of Defmond* 
convince her Lord, Qxe is more ca* 
pableof fupporting a ihort fepara-* 
tion than he^ who is one day to 
become her protedlor, and who on 
this occafion, I am forry^ to fee,' 
evinces fuch puerile weaknefe." ' 

The 
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. The till now inanimate Marquis 
had rifen from his feat, and ap- 
proached his father, by an eloquent 
but filent look exprefling his gra- 
titude for the tendernefs he had 
fhown his beloved. He feized the 
hands of both, and prefled them al- 
ternately to his lips and heart ; then 
throwing himfelf on a chair, he ap- 
peared to wait fome further infor- 
mation from the Duke, who, ftill 

* 

holding the hand of Mifs Fortefcue, 
continued : " It is ufelefs, my dear, 
children, for me to recapitulate thofe 
reafons which have made me de- 
termine on my prefent plan. As I 
doubt not you are already informed 
of the converfation which laft took 
VOL. Ill* £ place 



( 74 ) 

« * . . 

place between Defmond and myfelf 
relpefting the very unpleafant claim, 
made by a diflant relation of your ' 
family, on a very confiderable part 
of the property left by my late much 
efteemed friend, which I doubt not 
will in the end be fettled to our 
wifli, though it may yet be fome 
time before fo deflrable an event can 
be obtained ; and as it will be an 
advantage to my fon to vifit fome 
of the foreign courts, I cannot fix 
on a more proper time than the 
prefent for him to make the grand 
tour ; and I have taken care to pro- 
vide, as his companion and fellow 
traveller, a gentleman who is in all 
refpefts moft eligible for the un*- 

dertaking ; 
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dertaking ; as it could not be fup* 
pofed our good friend Doringfield 
would for fo many months confent 
to leave his amiable Fanny. Can 
you be furprifed at my having 
ihown figns of difcontent^ at be* 
holding the vifible reludance my foa 
difcovers at obeying thofe wifhes 
which can only have his future com- 
fort in view ? '* 

Rofanna, pale, her eyes bent on 
the carpet, her voice inarticulate 

« 

by the ftifled emotions of her foul, 
kept a profound filence# An ardent 
kifs, imprinted on the hand held by 
the objed of her earlieft ' afFedions, 
roufed her almoft dormant faculties* 

£ 2 She 



( 76 ) 

She fixed on him a look, in which 
he could read the fickening ftruggles 
file laboured with, as ftie revolved 
over the cruel fate which forced 
them tofeparate. Then, turning to 
the Duke, (he foftly cried, " Since 
it is your will, my Lord, I muft com- 
ply, and for a time refign the fo- 
ciety of my earlieft friend — afacri- 
fice, I muft candidly confefs, which 
will be an afflidion of the deepeft na- 
ture : but I truft and hope that the Al- 
mighty will grant me refigriation to 
fupport fo great a lofs; and that 
your Grace will not have reafon to 
complain, that it is my want of for- 
titude which weakens the- refolutioii 
of your fon/' 

'* O my 
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*' O my heart's treafure/' cried 
the amiable Marquis^ fondly clafping 
her la his arms, " can my father be 
furprlfed at my repugnance to quit 
you ? I go, (iQce it is fo determined : 
but believe it is the only wifh of 
my foul, in which reigns your gen- 
de image, again to be reftored to you. 
The Duke, who fo juftly appreciates 
your excellence, will think of his 
impatient fon, and fpeedify recall 
him, to be once more united to the 
beloved, the peerlefs wife of his elec- 
tion : and this my father will not, I 
feel refufe, when he remembers the 
facrifice my refpedt for his com- 
mands induces me to make, but 
will foon give me that recompenfe to 
which alone my heart afpires," 

E 3 " Caa- 
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** Can you, my dear boy, doubt 
my readinefs to add to your feli- 
city ? for I am now perfedly fatisfied 
with the conduct of both." ** And 
I,** faid the Countefs of Ormington, 
joy fparkling in her eye at the fuc- 
cefs of a fcheme entirely her own 
planning, *^ will do all 1 can to wear 
away the time of abfence f and 
fhe overwhelmed the poor vidim 
of her diabolical arts with the moft 
endearing carejQfes. 

The birth of Lord Defmond jhad 
been the firft blow fbruck againft the 
ambitious hopes fhe had formed, of 
fucceeding in her own perfon to the 
immenfe wealth of her father, and 
thofe honours which could centre in 

the 
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the female Une. From infancy ihe 
had difliked Rofanna ; and as flie 
grew in lovelinefs, that fentiment 
was by no means leflened. But to 
the propofed alliance between the 
families it was impoifible fhe could 
form any reafonable objedion, at 
the heirefs to Mn Fortefcue^s large 
fortime was to have been fought 
for by the moft diftinguiihed rank : 
and ihe law the approaching mar* 
riage of her brother with much un« 
eafineis; though/ as it could not b^i 
prevented, the mod interefted ob* 

fervtr would have been deceived in* 

< 

to the belief that her own wiihea 
were in perfed unifon with thofe of 
the Duke and Marquis. 

B 4 She 
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She had now two fens, and in 
their little perfons flie would gladly 
have centred the dignity and wealth 
of her family — a circumftance fhe 
thought yet poffible ; well knowing 
that, if any unforefeen event was ta 
prevent the intended marriage^ the 
afFedions of her brother were too 
deeply rooted ever to admit of his 
forming a fecond engagement. Per* 
fe£fcly convinced of this, fhe beheld 
with fecret fatisfadion, that the 
death of her father, and afterwards 
the threatened law-fuit, would at 
leaft for fome time retard the cere- 
mony ; and from this, delay fhe built 
mbft fanguine hopes. Over the Duke 
{he had gained fo complete an af- 

cendance^ 
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tendance, that, well meaning himfelf, 
he was become the dupe to her ar- 
tifice ; and he adopted all her plans 
as his own ideas ; and the fuggeC- 
tion of the Marquis's intended travels 
had been brought about hj the artful 
contrivances of her Ladyfhip, who 
was really become the fecret ipring 
which moved all her father's aiflions. 
It would be almoft impoflible to fay 
what were her intentions refpeding 
the reparation : but fhe built much on 
time and chance ; and above all on 
the chief blemifli his Grace's cha- 
rader poflefled, namelj, too great 
love of money. For, (hould this dif- 
puted eflate turn out in favour of 
the new claimant, Mifs Fortefcue 

E 5 would 
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tune* Yet ihe thought circumftances 
in that event might poffibly occur^ 
which would render the match 'lefs 
defirable to his Grace ; and if that 
was to be the cafe, ihe flattered her- 
felf Lord Defmond would never 
think of uniting himfelf to any other 
woman ; and that, by his remaining 
unmarried, ihe fhould at lad fecure 
for the fons of the Earl of Orrtting- 
ton the large eftates of their grand- 
father. 

It was now fettled that the Mar- 
quis was to leave the Caftle the fol- 
lowing week ; and his Lordfhip and 
Rofannai who felt her courage faiU 

left 
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left the room to give utterance to 
the forrow with which they were 
opprefled while vifiting thofe walks 
which even in the gloom of winter 
had power to charm. Their tears 
blended as they again repeated that 
which had a thoufand times been 
littered, and each repetition with the 
fame grateful feeling as at the firft 
declaration of their paflion ; a paf- 
fio^, the early dawn of which could 
fcarcely be traced, as it commenced 
even in their cradle; and in their 
gentle natures, where every kindly 
affe£iion was inherenti it was fofter- 
ed and encouraged by the foft ze-- 
phyr of fincerity and unbounded 

confidence* 

E 6 Thofe 
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Thofe hearts who havie fdt aa 
affedion- thus begun, thu$ dearly 
cherifhed, even in the days of child- 
hood, where no after attachment 
ever taught the folitary heart td beat 
again in the fame fond ardours, thofe 
and thofe only can judge what 
were the feelings of that moment 
in which they viewed a dreadful ca- 
lamity levelling to the earth its high 
hopes, its fanguine expedatiAis. 
Confider the days, the hours, the 
months, of anguifhed feparation j 
and if you have ever endured its 
agonizing pangs, from the objed; of 
your early attachment, you- will 
fympathife with thofe interefting: 
lovers. 

the 
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The Countefs, during their walk, 
had been contriving a plan to dif-* 
fever thofe hearts fo fondly, fo early 
tinited ; and with much addrefs had 
flie arranged thofe arts which fhe 
had determined ihould make her 
fuccefsful, and at the fame time 
render blind to her intention both 
the Duke and the amiable vi^ims 
to her avarice and hypocrify. Ro- 
fanna now entered the Caftle, where 
(he faw preparations already com- 
menced for his journey — a fight 
from which (he turned with horror; 
and when (he haftened into the 
drawing-room, (he was received 
with every mark of aflfedion by the 

Duke 
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Duke of Malvern and hit deceitful 
daughter. 

The next day Lord Defmond, in 
a converfation with his Rofanna, 
imparted to her a fcheme he had 
formed, on the realizing of whicjbi 
his whole future happinefs depend- 
cd ; and with the , moft tender effu^ 
(ions of his. heart he informed her 
that it was his wi£h fhe would con* 
fent to become his wife before he 
quitted the Caftle. He had gained 
to his intereft both Doringfield and 
his Fanny ; and the fame licenfe 
which had been procured for a for- 
mer occafion would ferve for the 

prefent \ 
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prefent; their kind friend having 
agreed to weigh all confequencei 
which might enfue to him from a 
difcovery of the circumflance, and 
render his beloved pupils as happy 
as it was in his power to do, by fe« 
curing them to each other. 

Rofanna was not eafily prevailed 
on to fubmit to the guidance of her 
Lord, unfandioned by his father; 
but the Marquis, whofe ardent 
nature could ill brook oppoiition^ 
entreated, that if ihe would not fee 
him expire through grief and de- 
ijpair, flie would grant his prayen 
*• This very day, my love, Doring- 
ficld will perform a ceremony which 

will 
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wiirmake you my own ; and oh, be 
careful of the decifion you are about 
to make ! You know, my Rofanna, 
the character of your Defmond, and 
I fwear, that if you refufe my re- 
qiieft, to-morroW I ftiall ceafe to 
cxift;* 



" My deareft Lord, I am yours ; 
you have a right to command that 
heart which adores you." Thefe 
were the enchanting founds which 
ftole on his ear ; for anxiety and ter- 
ror nearly rendered her voice un- 
heard, as he fuftained in his arms, 
and prefled to his bofom, the only 
being for whom it had ever beat to 
the foft tunes of love and rapture. 

Rofanna 
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Rofanna foon found her heart had 
not heroifm fufficient to reje£l iht 
propofition made by the object dear- 
eft to her foul j while memory lent 
her aid to revive the playful days of 
childhood, the more delightful ones 
of refined fenfibility and affedion, 
they had paffed together. But this 
feducing picture was ihaded with 
more gloomy tints ; ihe recolle£led 
her idolized parents ; and, in the en« 
thufiafm of the moment, it feemed 
that their immortal fpirits hovered 
round to watch her (leps in this vale 
of mifery. 

There are fituations in life which 
one can feel, but not defcribe: in 

fuch 
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fuch a one jG$/^:l4/^v^p^nna ; and (he 
was near fainting* The Marquis 
perceived the tremor of her fpirits; 
and, kneeling before her^ exclaimed^ 
** My gentle love, adored wife of my 
heart, can you forgive the ardour of 
that pafitoQ which baa thus diftreiTed 
you I But AifTer this to be the Uft 
ftniggle. Dor iogfidd waits evtxk at 
(his bleffied moment U> make yot) 
mine ; and by his means we Can ia 
feoirity brave all the events which if 
is yet poffible may otherwife fnatdi 
ypu from my protecting arms.'* 

. Mifs Fortefcue, terrified by the 
fear of detedion, combated with all 
the force her timid fpirh would per* 

mif 
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mit the requeft of Lord Defmood ] 
but he vanqiu/hed at lad all her re« 
folves^ and received from her trem* 
bling lips a confent to his propofi« 
tion« He now feemed to have fha« 
ken off all recollection of his jour-* 
oey ; lightning was not more rapid 
than the tranfitioni which now took 
place in his foul, from the depth oi 
deipair to joy the moil pure and 
hearlfeltr^* He fnatched her to his 
heart, he called her by a thoufand 
fond appellations, and painted with 
all the fire of true paffion the hap* 
pinefs they yet would tafte ; and re^* 
figned himfelf to all the tranfports a 
mind is capable of receiving which 
has for any time been compreffed by 

afflidion. 
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afflidion, . and which at one ftrokc 
receives into its dark abode the firil 
rays of felicity unobfcured by a 
palling cloud. 

When the Marquis became in 
fooie degree mafter of himfelf, he 
traced to his beloved and interefled 
auditor the plan Doringfield and 
himfelf had formed for their union, 
and requeued flie would be ready 
that evening to receive the nuptial 
benedidion, and become indeed his 
own, the idol of his heart, the fole, 
the undivided bleffing of his exift- 
ence* The timid girl could fcarcely 
partake in the new-born tranfports 
of her lover j but in the prefence of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Doringfield, her own ixiaid, and 
the valet orher Lord, flie that even- 
ing became Marchionefs of Def> 
mond ; and fuch precautions were 
taken as to preclude the poflibility 
of a difcovery^ 

The allotted week had now clapf- 
cd, and the morning dawned which 
was to feparate thofe fo tenderly 
united. The half frantic hufband 
was almoft forced from the trem- 
bling arms of his beautiful bride; 
then turning to his father, he re- 
commended to his tender proteftion 
her OQr whom his exiftence depend- 
ed. Often did he reach the door ; 
then agwtt returning, it appeared as 

if 
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if a fatal prefentiment bound Him to 
the fpot. At length cafting a look of 
agony on his Roianna, who hid her 
coavulfive fobs in the bofom of his 
fifter, he ruflied from the room diac 
contained his every hope of future 
blifs, and followed the Duke, who was 
already at the door of the veftibule, 

■ 

The inftant it clofed on her ador« 
ed hufband, Rofanoa uttered a 
fcream of horror, flying to her a-- 
partment, from the windo-ws of 
which (he could yet diftinguifh hh 
Lordfliip, who had determined to 
make part of the journey on horfe- 
back. Her entire foul flew to her 
eyes, as if to lend them aid to diftin- 
9 gui(h 
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guifli a foraa fo regretted, fo belov- 
ed. She dared fcarcely breathe, and 
with one hand preSed on her burft- 
ing heart, with the other (he wiped 
the tears which dimmed her fight* 
She blefied the uninterrupted view, 
which rendered him yet vifible. At 
length an angle of the road tore him 
from her eager gaze j and in the fo- 
ciety of his father and the Countefs, 
whom fhe thought her friend, (he en- 
deavoured to ^m her agitated mind. 

But nothing had the power to (leal 
from her the forrows of her heart* 
Every fpot fcrved to remind her of 
loft pleafures. An unaccountable 
dread, an alarming languor, and reft- 

lefs 
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lefs kffitude, were fpread over her 
frame ; tremulous and weakened ac- 
ccnjts marked her fpeech, and ceafe- 
lefs fighs broke from her bofom ; for 
her foul was naturally a repofitory 
of affe^ion and fenfibility, which 
could be fubdued but in the grave. 

The Marquis made his journey to 
Dover under fimilar circumftances. 
Reflefting on the wife he hadq\iitted, 
the beautiful country through which 
he travelled was loft on his obfer- 
vation. Wrapped in his own ideas, 
he neither faw nor heard the paffing 
objedls; and when at length, after 
repeated attempts at converfation, 
politenefs forced him to anfwer the 

queftions 
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queftions of his tutor, a mondfyllable 
was nearly as much as that gcntfc*- 
maa could colleQ: from- hitf tacittim 
companioli ; unlefs indeed it Vas to 
inquire the numbei: of miles they 
had yet to travel before tHey* (htJuld 
reach Dover. r- ' ' '^ 
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Every thing liad been pfepared 
iu London for the departure of his 
Lobdftiip J and the travelling cairriage; 
and fuite appointed to attend them, 
were in waiting on their arrival at 
Malvern, Houfe. So- that, nothing 
occurring to retard their impatience, 
they quitted' town within an hoiir 
aftfer they had entered it; and with 
difficulty could the Marquis be pre-- 

voL. in. F vailed 
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.vai}e4cO{i ^ven to. take the refst&r 
.n^ent cf^ repofi^ iiatiire demaoded 
^ her right. In thofe hpursf dedi^ 
cated. to flieep ht hegjm a letter to 
hisf wife, ia which he dwelt oja h|a 
a&^on^ rhi^; regret, , and fprrow, giy- 
ing way without re(lra&nt tp alLth«: 
Incoherenciefi which ' are a^ jcfmia 
chara^eriftic of violei^t paffion^ , r . : 
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It would be both unnecefTary and 
uninterefting to trouble the reader 
with an account of his Lordfhip's 
tour : fuffice it to fay, it was made 
with an appointment befitting the 
Duke of Malvern's heir, and thai at 
every court he vifued, the captivated 
Alarquis did not fail to make, gre^t 

havock 
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havock ia the^ktraits of the inoft ad^f 
tAhtd htWes. But, notwfthftanding 
their acknowledged attradions, hit 
heart confefTed no charms but thofe 
of hig Rdfanna. The Duke had d^ 
cided for ' him to make (bme fta/^t 
the Court of Naples — 2l propofal t% 
whi^ his Lordihip made no object 
tion ; to whom, if he was to Hnger ia 
banifhment, it was perfe&Iy imma- 
terial what fpqt contained his body, 
while his foul was chained to £ng- 
lands 

The Minift^r at that time refident 
froito the Court of St. James's to his 
Neapolitan Majeily of courfe (how« 
ed our amiable traveller all the 

Fa marked 
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marked refped which politenefs in his 
fituation in life demanded, and which 
Sir James Malcolm was neVer known 
to fail in to thofe who by merit or 
tank had a claim on his attention; 
The honours of his lioufe were per- 
formed with graceful eafe by an 
only daughter. The" amiable A ntae 
could not with truth have been 
termed handfome, but for that jnex- 
preflible gentlenefs imprinted on her 
features, to which was united fo 
iftuch fenfibility and benevolence, 
as impreffed on her thofe graces that 
are to many preferable to the moft 
finiflied beauty, if unaccompanied 
by manners which win on the 
heart, and fteal your good opinion 

by 
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by the modeft blandifliments o£ ti- 
midity and retiring foftnefs . 

V . * 

Lord Defrriond was foon preju* 
diced in favour of Mift Malcolm, 
and thought her, next to his Rofan- 
pa„ the moft intierefting and amiable 
young woman he had ever fcqn. 
\Chat pleafure we fe.el in a diftant 
country fronx meeting an agreeable 
perfon who comes from thefame 
part' of thc;;glpbje with ourfeWeSj^ 
foon made thefc amiable, young peo^ 
pie find much fatisfadion in the fo« 
ciety of each other. But, as th^ Mar- 
quis was much too honourable ever 
to wifli at inlpiring hopes which 
could never -be realized, he confide^ 

F 3 to 
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to Jhis new and charming friend his 
attachment, though not hia^arriage^ 
to Mifs Fbrtefcue. 




u 



Who, is it/' cried his Lordfliip 
one day, in defcribing the perfec- 
tions of his wife, *^ can do juftice to 
the charms of her angelic foul, the 
gentlenefs of her mind, or the fupe- 
rior and diftinguifhed qualities with 
which fhe is adorned? Her heau- 
tjj* continued he* with animap 
tion, ** the foftened majefty of her 
air, and her modeft fweetnefs, com* 
mand admiration, give birth to 
lore, and produce enthufiafm ; bat 
neither love, admiration, nor ehthu- 
£afm| in their origin, their prbgrefs, 

or 
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or developeineat) can expi^a ) what 
are my fentiments refpeftmg her I 
adored even before I ' knew what 
love meant* I idolized her when 
infeafible of the eiLiftence of paflion ; 
I confidered her aa the gentle comr 
panion of my walk through the 
rugged paths of life; the charma of 
whbfe pre&nce I compared to the 
fy& fplendour o^ a fummer'a day, 
from which not. the fmalleft clowi 

appeared to ihadow my felicity/'' ^ 

< 

The reader will judge by his'owa 
feelingSi how inexpreflibly dear it k 
to the heart occupied with one entirb 
obje^ to meet a foul who, from the 
fweeteft impulfe of nature's nevcf- 

F 4 varying 
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varying' benevolence^ will enter Into 
our wifhes fo far as to accept an un- 
referved confidence; and who pof- 
fcffes rcfinenient of Ihe mind fuffi- 
cient to under ftahd all you would 

f 

fay, but which at certain ftrange fea- 
foos muft not be iaid; A friend {o 
defirable the Marquis had found in 
the gentle Anne, who, had* not her 
heart been already guarded by ^ 
prior attachment, would moft cer-. 
tainly have fallen a vidinx to unr©*^^ 

quited affedion. 

» . • ^ , .. 

In the letters he addreiled to his 
wife, he fpoke of Mifs Malcolm in 

• — 

terdis of approbation ; but fhe, judg- 
ing of her Lord's conftancy by her 

own. 



/ 
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own^felt no^uaeafy fenf^oq that he 
could diftinguifh, and flatter wltl^ 

hf$ approba;dqn^ fin amiable and der 

» 

fcrving young woman* But the fu^^ 
perior attention he ever paid to her, 
and the balm his heart received from 
hdr. gentle tones and the,unruffle4 
fweetnefs of her difpofition, were, 
by the numerous freqiueniers of Thq 
Minifter's table ) fet down to a more 
powerful attradtioji ; and the elegant 
Marquis, was fgoq; regarded as the 
lover of IVlifs Malcolm. And- it' 
muft be allowed, there appeared no- 
tttingi Yery unlikely in- a connection 
taking place between two araiajble 
young pcrfons, who evidently re* 

P 5 • eeived 
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ctvnd A much fatisfadion in the 
fociety of each other. Bat Sur 
Jfames, as well as his fair dai^hter, 
knew the heart of his Lord(hip was 
fafely depoHted in his own climcy 
and did not faffer any idea of the 
kind to gain poffeffion of his miixik 

The tutor appointed to aecont* 
pany his Lordfhip was a perfon re- 
commended to his Grace by Lady 
Ormington^ It had been hinted to 
him by her Ladyfhip, that as the 
fortune of Mifs Fortefcue would in 
all probability turn out much leia 
than had been expected by the 
Duke, he would have much fatis£u> 
tion, fiiould any circumflance occur 

to 
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to dlflrolvc the eogagenient — ^though 
it was a fubjeA oa which his Gr^ce 
did not himfelf choofe to enter. But 
the complaifant governor was given 
to underfland^ he would not be any 
lofer by agreeing to follow the di« 
redions of her Ladyfhip, which he 
fiiould from time to time receive on 
the buiiners ; and the coniqtence of 
this obfequious tpol of her arts was 
filenc^d by the. moft weighty of all 
arguments to the black foul of guiit*. 

For fome time the correfpondence 
was continued between the .Marquis 
and his lovely wife with the moil: 
pafiionatA fervor ; nor did< the tutor 
omit to mention, iahia £ngliih di« 

E 6 fpatches,^ 



I 

fpatches, the pleafure his Lofdfhlp 
appeared to take in the fociety of ^ 

■ 

the amiable daughter of the Engiifh 
Minifter^ 

Lord Defmond one day received 
a packet from England, ftlr. Ben- 
nett, at the time it arrived, was mak* 
ing a vifit a fhort diftance from Na- 
ples, in which indifpofiiion had pre- 
vented his LordOiip from accom- 
panying him. On his return in the 
evening, he was greatly furprifed on 
beholding the agitated ftate in which 
he beheld his pupil, who appeared 
nearly allied to madnefs. Seizing the 
hand of his governor, he exclaimed, 
** 1 muft this inftant begin my jour- 
ney, 
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ney, dr I fhall never more behold 

my angel Rofanna, whom neither 

my father nor the united world (hall' 

longer divide me from." Over-. 

powered by thcfe paflionate excla- 

\ 
raations, the Marquis grew ftill 

more pale, and funk almoft motion- 

lefs on the arm of Mr. Bennett. 






♦* My dear Lord, ' faid the fyco- 
phant, ** calm yourfelf fufEciently to 
tell me what it ie^ has occafioned this 
alarm, and the terrible ftate in which 
I now fee you. Yet furely I already 
guefsfoniething muft have happened 
to M'ifs Fohcfcue— Is— r'' — " Mar- 
ried- and Marchidtiefs of Defmond,'* 
repeated he in a voice of fury, at the 

bare 



^« , 
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r 

bare Idea that the fpotlels fame of 
his angel wife fliould for a momenfi- 
be a fubjeft of doubt, through bis 
own imprudent conduct, in leaving 
her, unprotected, to bear the fufpi- 
dons of thofe who knew not (he 
had for many motith; a right to hia^ 
decided proteftiosu 

The Marchionefs's letter appear- 
ed written under the moft ago* 
nizing apprehehflona. She mention* : 
ed her uneaflnefs at not having for 
fome time received any letters from 
him ; at the fame time acquainting 
him, a fhort period only would elapfe 
before hie (hould b^ome a mother; 
a circumilance which,, under the 

prefent 
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Mefea£ fituation ihe was in^ had ec* 
cafioaed^tbe moft dreadful alarms 

•* Ah,, my adored Lord,*', ihe 
wrote, " a fomething whifpers. mc I 
(hall never more behold the huiband 
of my £oul'$ beft affe&ions, the only 
finiend on whom my heart depends I 
Will .that blefled day ever again 
acrrive, when in your Sheltering arms 
I ihaU be at liberty to teU you all 
the forrows I have encountered— 
in that long, long period, which to 
my eye« feems wrapt in funereal 
darkneis, during the eternity of 
whofe gloom I am not to look for- 
ward even for the fmalleft gleam of 
<;onfolation, a$ without jour permif-- 

Hon 
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fion never will jour Rofanna dif- 
clofe the fecret ofoiir union, though 
my own reputatipn fhould even be- 
come a facrifice. Co^Id I ht, per- 
mitted to Tee you, to behold that 
face^ thofe looks of* tender love^ with 
which yoju ihave :ever iregarded the 
companioa of your infancy, the 
friend of your riper years, and now, 
bleffed certainty ! the wife of your 
^fFedions, ;I could . bear Mip under 
every circumft^nte* But now, as yqu 
are fo far fi-^otti me, thfe confcioufhefs; 
of duplicity has: made a coward of 
your Rofanna, .an4<I tremble when 
the mild ccuntenaace of yorur fa- 
ther is turned towardlJ my altered 
figure. . 'I*ady Ormiqgton at time?, 

I am 



<t 
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I am almaft'fempted to believe, had 
guefled at the. true caufe of my in- 
diipofition j but nothing fhall be 
difcovered by me, till I receive your 
commands how I am tp proQeed in 
a cafe which under more favourable 
circnmftances would render us com- 
pletely happy. Mr. Doringfield and 
his amiable Fanny are my only fup- 
ports ; they it is who keep tip my 
ipirits, and with a cheering hope of 
being Ihortly re-united to my ido- 
lized hufband, and giving to his em- 
brace the infant image of its i^ 
ther. 



«i 



Lady Ormington experts her 
Lord at Bellevue, and (hortly after 

his 
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bis arrival the Cafiie will be quite 
deferted. Doringfield and bis wife 
are going to take pofTeflioa of a 
living in North Wales; and your 
fitter and Lord Ormington ^propofe 
making an excurfion into Yprikihire^ 
where Lord. Ormington has fome 
bufinefs to'cranfadt ; and after (b long 
a feparation he will not fo ibon 
again confent to leave her behind* 
She kindly wi£bes me to accompaay 
herjL tHnking the change of fcene 
Will ferve to recruit my health and 
fpirits ; and makes ufe of many ar- 
guments t& induce me to fupport 
your abfence with patience^ But can 
I benefit by thofe^ when they ex- 
hort me ta be well and happy^ ia a 

ftate 
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Jkatt ' of reparation from htm in 

t. 

vrhofe prefence I alone defire to 
Uvc r 

^^ I will thi8 moment fet off for 
England," cried his impetuous Lord- 
fliipy *^ and remove all anxiety from 
die bread of my angel wife. Let the 
eonfequence be what it may with 
my father, no coniideration fliall 
BOW detain me from her, and that 
dear child (he will foon bring into 
tilie world.** 

A letter from his Grace lunted 
he had every reafon to fekr the fuit 
xnftittited for the recovery of the 
Heathiide property woukl termi- 
nate 
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nate in favour of tke .male heir : jind 
the penetrating Marquis fancied he 
difcovcred in his Grace's exprefllojis, 
when he mentioned his wife, lefs of 
afFedlion than he .urually:made tfe 
of when fpcaking of Tictc ' 

To the entreatics^ o£:Mr. Bcanftl 
, he acceded fa far, as to ."wait, the tinxie^ 
necelFary for the preparations prior; 
to his removal ; and as winter wa$' 
now far advanced; . and r.^eit . p^rt .of 
the roads very indifferent 'aj: th^^f f^r 
fon, together with the del^y occa- 
fioned' by procuring paflports, his 
journey would neceffawly taike! up 
fome time to accomplifh. And ar- 
dently as he longed openly to ^vovsr 

his 



his marriage, reflfe<5lion told him; it 

> 

was more than probable he would be- 
come. a father before, it was declared 
he had a right to the title of a huf- 
band. But, much uneafinefs as this 
refledlion gave . him, he recei\ed 
every confolation from the know?- 
ledge that Mr. and Mrs. Dofing- 
field tvoiild .at the rifk of every 
thing prote£t his adored wife, eve|?i 
fhould the Ehike withdraw his fanc- 
tion from hen And fliould he "be 
cruel enough to* do fo, his own 
fpeedy arrival in England would 
foon reftore her to the.afFedlions of 
his father, and the good opinion- of 
the world, when it fhould be .pub- 
I'lcly known fhe was. in ^reality his 
daughter. ■ ' • , i . :■' 

By 
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By tibe Marqui8*$ predpkate re* 
turn to Englandi and open avowal 
of his marriage, the aftonifiied tutor 
was thrown quite ofF his guard ; and 
there not being any tim^ for him to 
receive his inftrudlions, and well 
knowing the determined difpofition 
of his Lordihip, he made ufe of 
fome remonftrances at firft, to pre* 
vent his defign being put in execu- 
tion ; but finding them ineffedual^ 
he made a virtue of neceflity, and at 
length acceded to his refolves. 

While our travellers are returning 
by the way of Germany, we will 
precede them to the Caftle, and 
take a peep at the manner in which' 
Lady Ormington, with the intereil- 

ing 
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ing Marclileil^s liyed. Since her 
Lord's^ departure from England^ 
his letters .were her only confola* 
tloa, wh^h (he read ov^r a thou« 
land and a thoufand times, in thofe. 
walks where flie once fondly hung 
on his arm in all the enthufiafm 
of afie<llion» The amiable Doring* 
field and his wife were the only 
beings who knew all the fecrets of 
her heart, or in whofe prefence (he 
now dared trufther trembling accents 
to pronounce the beloved name of 
her hulband. Thefe affedionate crea- 
tures did- all they could to fupport 
her fpirits: but no confola^ion had 
the power to afluage her forrowj 
and ihe was now almojQ: become fd- 

rene 
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rene in mifery j for it is very poifi- 
ble, after ceafclefs hour^f palfionate 
anguifll, to be even reconciled to thti 
barbed arrow yet rankling in thj5 
wound* 



Thus did the time, dcag heavily 
along with the affeOionatc wife, un- 
fufpeding of the ftorm about to 
burft over her devoted head, and 
fubmitting in patient fw^etnefs to 
the wiJl of that parent on whofc 
promife fhe relied. She how began 
to calculate with inexpreilible de- 
light, that a few fbort months wpuld 
reftore her to happinefs and Def- 
mond. Till this'period his letters had 
been frequent, regular, j^nd tender, 

as 
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as lier own wi(hei codd have defired 
them ; but- all at once they came-lefir 
often, ^ougli equally, affe^ionate. 
At length for fome weeks fhe ceafed 
to receive any. No expreffion can 
do juftice to the forrow, the inquie« 
tude of Rofanna, at the myitery 
which enveloped his condud in the 
fhade of doubt. Yet, to believe it 
poffible he could be in fault, was^ 
not in the nature of his wife ; it was 
Deimond fuflering through iUnefs 
which was the idea fo infupportablc 
to her tendemeft, the fuppofitioa 
of which circumftance almoft burft 
her heart, and caufed dlftrefs of 
mind, and the weary flgh of a 
wounded fpirit, to be vifible through 
VOL. iiu G every 
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eftrery fibre that fupporte4 hat exift* 
eoce* fjor forirow will io filfoce 
make irsway o& the frame, and 
dft^a e3qpite& that which the too^ue 
oa foQie oceafiocis dares not utter^ 

\ Uncfiafing expe^alk>a of letteEa- 
which flie did not receive,, thten; 
her into fuch agitating tremoi^ a$» in 
ber fltuation^ threatened the worft 
ooofequences ^ and would I^Te ftlkd 
any breaft^ le& hardened I0 diipHeky 
than that df La4y Ormin^fiQ, with 
confuHon and repentance for having 
fecreted from her thofe lettera whidt 
flue had intercepted,.^ and .by jrthidi 
&e bad dilcorered the Cbcret ol^ theii: 
marriage, and by fo dqhig was ihoix« 

ening 
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ening die iays of one of the moll 

*\«-f., '•"-» 

' On« morning) afteif pi^^g a re{l« 
lefs ftight, in which- fl^ep -was H 
firanger to her weary eyej, fhebe« 
foi%Irt Lady Ormiugton, if poffiUe^ 
to explan a realoft tot her brd(her*t. 
terri^ng filence* Her Ladyfliip 
Hndlj embraced the lamb at mhoHcf 
iSaotV&t hdd^the Aurd<^4b» haShi 
«kI is the Moft dli^lonate wa^ 
confefied t^t fiie wa» not herfdU? 
without Tome alarm : " I candM/ -; 
ihe continued) after a few moment's 
wfiedion^ «< faislieytt him iH, bccaOTev 
&ott^ I conitted to infohh you of 
^ drcomftance, about eight dajs 

oz fince 
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fince my father, gqf .a ..l^lSff icm 
Bennett, ^ Tt(peG(m^ (pg^p ., ii^Q^M^ 
xxuttersy in which he mentions mj 
brother having accompanied him to 
a fup^rb f|le,.gixen by the .Queeft 
of Naples, at whicii the M^fqniA v^a^ 
the gaycft of the gay, apd the 9b)- 

- V I > 

yeSL ofruninpsfal a^Fpirajtioia, to ^tl^g 
£iir : circle aifembled ; but \ that,^ ^c^ 
Cor4ing:.to cuflom^ his whole; aoa^ 

ft 

iuid^Yidf4 att^qtipa; wm ^atred.ick 

t^'beau«iftfrM6 M«b:oli9> M^t^ 
tgi of : tbe EoglHh MiniAer: at that 

<!qwt«'*-y : ; . . . : .7 

.* r&ofaikt^^ pale ami : tremUsng^ . f e^ 
^ired - with;' ixtremr difficulty j : if 
feemed as if ihe ftill Jiftcned .to; tbe 

ft 

words 
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words nfte^cd by the Counteft, long 
aftiJr fhe had ceafcd to fpeak. A 
dreadful idea croffed her imagina- 
tion, afadtaufcd her palpitating heart 
to neatly burft ita confines j—het 
adored t)efmond ffeqtienting balls! 

andy leaving her a prey tb the tor- 
tures of agoaizcd diftrefs^ fo be 

thus ' particalar in his attentions t<l 
dbtlier,^ in^ Whofe praife all tie had 
ever Wrote to her rofe in ^bnfirma*^ 
tlOttdf thf« dfcadfiil cefta^n'ty fhe hi^ 
^iAv^\ Tiht fixed opitiiSh of his 
confbpbcy, the' firm faith which had 
pleacle4 ^o fohg; fo tenderly for him, 
di^utnftaiggt«e^ itemed to ot^ge lier 

^finally to rett^<^j|fliV and to givecUfi 

ti&c b9&i>m vO^f^ hti 'felklfy wai» 

' -' G 3 built. 
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built, a determined cad^<kupce li^lot 
'worth andtendernefaj the moft^dfyatii* 
ful trial which can be ia§iiStp& ofl^ » 
heart fondly attached^ and a miojd 
governed by yjrttious piin^ii^^ (^ 
whom alooe afiei^ioa ean:be!gfatcir 
&1, while efteem aolmattft .ks.teor 
dernefs« and m4tuiil.£9mdaers..cbe^ . 

C<lf his t?jl€p, and ^t k wtotpaft ibc 
power of Immanr'fiitc? co: £sp«i)gutK 

jGretn it. Ooce.coaviiKedAciiwKi 
ao lopBiger. neceffiirf tOfhisJiai^p&aefi;, 
ibt yffisid h4v9 sefigned .aH. her 

:<i9atdibtt(0d 10 the ifetcftof'hitt'As 

loved 



iowd with difinftereAed foodtidSr, 
^MH^' tosr own ' li& would have 
ioesa the ikcrifxce# 

• * Inr a ftate bordering oii diftrao- 
iion^ &eluig ihe &ould ihortlj be- 
eome iu mothex, and yet determiaed, 
until her huiband's permiffion fano- 
-doned the avowal^i her true fituation 
Aoidd remain a feoret from his &- 
Itally, ihe quitted Lady Ormington> 
^ilttd edterel her owfi^ dheflmg-roojaai s 
where, flinging on the taMe all the 
letters of the Marquis, ihe fought 
tint tliofe' in which the name o£ 
Anne Mklcblm ^ught her eye, ^tsA 
at fitft iHiii th^m'over withoift hatJ* 
in^V^ power of d!&:di«xittating ^<$t 

04 contents. 
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contents. Then, being a little more 
calm, (he endeavoarcd to tAcc, if 
poflible, any fenti^ient more, tedder 
than approbs^tion of her amiable qtla- 
titiee and good>di(po(itujii ^^and not* 
<if4thftandfng pt^Mtrveil appei^« 
ance$, Which had for the firft time 
made her tifle of the^ bitter draught 
of jealtQufy, ihd tsras obl^d^to^^a^ 
knowledge ^to her fuipkiottt h^axt, 
&at he had not ii^Ulted her iifrfufci 
any thing^like am avowsi of tender- 
fieft to another. *v 

Refiedion now fucceedbd to the 
firft burft itf wcuaded finfibiiity, 
{teftupa (oa fldlTe»> ad ^fa teatfiil 
(Ij^of the iotcvefting M^rcUionefs 

; rcftcd 
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» • 

^afq^^d^^er, each of whoat recalled 
,|he idea <^ hini who was nevQt al>- 
,/ejBt from b^r thoughts. Hie'waUa 
of her dfcfffing-room were drha'- 
n$oted ^ drawi0g9^ which in hajp^ 
pierdHys, now gdne for ever^^hadbiseii 
Ac occttpafion t>f her Lord^ wheciv 

« * 

ft^ted^% dich t)ther, thcj ihared 
tbec^ iaft^ir^ns and' played to« 
r|gethtr«- Again, Jamt vacant looks 
wl^c^Tixsfe^ dn tl5t taftrqmeaats of 
harmony on which he had accom^ 
pni«d the fbng ihe ibng; 






/^~.QIi ifie ibbn^g he had quitted 
i^^aB^fWm bull ^6 wa a- h^irlte 
^ladiitefBi-l^f^tog Jon :^Jk^^ tab^, 
i^.* - -05 where 
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vfhae k-cfi^tmned tot tsemaan; axui 
nfiTo: wai faiQteid i?d&c. mem ismdly 
irc^XIupped 1?7 the noi^ i>i£«t!>^ 4^ 
voter, than waa the* Jbat iivhicii JbA4 
beea worn hj him on wl^m I^ 

txr that^aeKt to the ipamauJ)e |K|^<» 
fentatiTCof thatfa^ oa wlautch. Jber 
looks could ha^ %«v^, it..p)j9!uM 
be tlie43QO& btiqyed tc$a£)i^,il^€^(if>^ 

She drew the idolized portsiit 
fironpi h^ bofoia, aod-^ggeajced fp ^, 
for the firft time, Jjis^gcmlc ixiaiJ^jS 
thofe mild eyes, which, when turned 

on 
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on hsr^ baidev^r basn animated by ixa« 
j^[>eikaUe teadehiefs^ The-^Kccdtas^ 
tioa matk her Judder : * It k tbm 
pofaapB) thMight ihe, he now lo^ 
at Mi& Malcolm V halUty replaci- 
iog the pidwre ki that titiiatioQ fnenm 
wkick ibe deternuaed no pQwet 
fliould fHitf&h it^ either in life or 
idei^hy u&kfs k was the wkh of that 
JlMnbaiid fhe &0II14 i^liaquifii it{ 
and ki^ AnaUeft reqiseft Ove had fUbh 
Ycr y£t 4lie. powe)r to rtliifer ^^^ 
^er hayiitg imprinted a thouiand 
JdQes on the unconfciousreprefeota* 
tive, it was returned to that hc^ooL 

where it had ever refted in all the 

itea^dn of unbounded ■aff<ii^6n. 

<j 6 Hi 
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In recalling t6 her tortured^Te^ 
nemhranoe die inforfflafehm ^Ivor 
lier by bis fitter, ihe reci^ie^d ^e 
lateRft wkH which ihc feeaed Jt6 
partake m thofe foarowa ihe couM 
not but perceive; and il ooQun»).te 
iMOTy that fbraething jrefpefdng.de 
Marqiiia was yeb concealed firbia facr 
lulcwiedge: ahd<a$ fufjpeofe is eip^ 
teoM difficult 10^' fo^port than even 
>Aie mofk ^ dreadful ^ewcamty^ ike 
^Mennined to^ demand die confirm 
.mation o§ i1m)& Atari) wiiicii' in^de^ 
iterate fhrmnnfii ihe tefblvect to* ii* 
certain^. -^^ ' r "' '-m** 






With a totteriBg ftep Ap die%ad^ 
. ed to the breakfj(il-|;Dom, in ^ hope 

of 



c£ minting the BvkQ ipr his dangb- 
ov; itgLsnflie^teacfaed die dowy a dico^ 
ndfe .ieida^d «o objure her ^hi, and 
fire flopped ^ moment ^khout turrm 
ng jdie lock ibe lidd^kl Iver hsMnl^ 
ikt lafb fhe entered ^ bittttbe ^<apatt<^ 
nient^ was ^aeant^ . t&cugh work and 
Ibme (battered letter$| which noair liy 
ot^ the tabby aaaounced that the 
OnrnteTs bad but joft: quitted at; 
lAd &crm^ cme of thofe uncxpe^ed 
wvohitiails of fmffioa which f0f»o* 
^es agitftbe the. human mind, &o- 
iitfuui fhU . jreUf ved that ^ had not 
aiet thofe ihe h^cottie to fetk;«/ .It 
6emed the abfeiic? of ' that; judge 
firpm,5rhofeiifBteJ5ice^,{he would^re- 

«W?P Ufpifir .4»f-h. tmpatiencei in- 

quietude, 



qvMt^de^ curiofit];^ murnlufed ia 
vain agaiaft tbitf -dday-: the terroh 
,of having the qeioft diik^ffiog df her 
fears realize^^ ferved to make ev^da 
fbia tempomry iuipCBfida of' thbe^ 
appear IUcq a caloi^ aod ta a fort ttf 
liftlefa languor Sie Seated herfelf by 
thiefiiet ' 

She had reniaiEied &me doie.ifl k 
Itaic of inai0ion)'wtien''her«ye8 btp* 
pened to. fix on a pamper tlirbwit' tta- 
d«r the grstet k vpptsetA CD ItaVie 
dfDpped out iof the fire after having 
•heea coaCigaad to the flames, for ptsk. 
of it was already (corchefd. ^1^^ 
iag accident muft Mrs bbcafib^d it 
to fall from the table, jQbe ftoop^ 
' to 



( «35 ); 

to pii^ it ngi wh^« b&Tiag opeoed 
it, 4ie vSfited j^ /cream gf (exror^ 
a(9{}t r«a^UiQ(} . fov feme ^KHuec^ 
laingvij^ . Th^ fatal words h^ 
efMif1»t heieycTT* Mi^ Fort^cue, % 
^wnk, ia at laA fuj^lantcd in tbe af« 
£edlt>iML ofttut IVfsii^m^ . Ai lengtH 
flw fummoned courage tp read tlut 
coodiition of tlut letter, whidi had 
involuntarily to.berfelf 4)ti(A op^ed 
to her* * He loves aa()ther, moft cer-; 

« 

imdf lp?i^»:h(eit. V** I ^ao m> Ipftge? 
4ottbt ftif ^otc^ie^efs r ' aqd &9 
fi^l . back ia h^ diair^ ^ding her 
^:,>7ith JHir haodt, ai^'iSipK fbjBM 
^onemRJfypiri ioJGp^^ihjb, The eo? 
twncc; flf ^ (^om^^fs, her carefles, 

th« f^6» fla^ tern, rOf her afie^ 

tionate 



( »3^ ) 

tlonate. Mrs. !Dormgfi«Id, had hoT 
power to draw from \itx one wo^ 
or to faife her from that flajQb 
of lethargic ftupor into Whkh ha^ 
feafes vifft pkiHg^d ; and ia which 
Ac continued for more than an 
iiour^ wi^ her eyes fixed, and her 
beautiful hands clafped' on a heart 
the convuifive moticm of w4iich ter^^ 
nfied. thofe ahout her* . 






■ *» Oar dear Mifs Fortefcue is Idft 
to U6/' exclaimed thd^ Irimbling agi^ 
'f jited. Fannyt ** Wliat wou^ be 
the diftrataioa/ -W ^e-Mtit^ 
couM lie bcholitbcx^ *fiail'?"»^«'ft^ 
fctifband ! bb, my •huftadd K' jr<(i. 

l^Hlisd (be ki a. felemii; icmmt'^ 

lifting 



( m ) 

Mihg^4p her eyes to HeaYen; tfiem 

caMfig' - Ih^iA 4^^n, (he relapfed 

1^6 1m^ foritier infcbrri^tUty. She 

'^is' com tjt^ to Her bed, oo 

vrfalJih ^e ftsfiered hevfelf^ to be laid 

^ithoiJt the finalleft of^poflcl^a, A 

iev» arirf ' d^liriitrA fiicccodcd 5 i(^ 

which latter circumftance Mrs. 

Doriogiield had attributed to the 

Coontefs thofe expreifions made ufe 

of by Rofanna, . which would elfc 

iiave dl&ovei'ed die feciet af her 

ifiarriage« > The Duke &ad1at%"ia 

* great degree been weaned ¥y his 

r 

dajbj^ter'fi aru frnm th^. wiOi - he 

hsSA bdfdre entertdned of. iedng hil 
Ibn arid 'Rdianna junked ; and her 
^its'had imfortunatdy beesii iifi^ 



( '58 ) 

ed by the opinioa of tlue'aUeft iawv 
yers^ who had informed his- Grace 
the claims of Mt« Fortefcue would 
in aUprobability ^ccoed ia ^iiiog 
pofleffion oLtfast property^ which tt 
BrA made him feek an alliance widi 
the lovely girl who now U^ oa the 

bed of iickne&» 

\ • • • 

His Graee^ naturally Iitiman4 
could not be uninterefted iti the faie* 
Df her he had.&om kB&tucy edtiil* 
dered as . hit daug^er; .^nd the 

4 

jKachiaTelkn Countefi> wha £iw 
the worldnes'.of ^&£kian oa' Ui 
Grace's 'mi»d^ drew him -^m hh 
tttemiona to lier, aisd fae foon.^gaiii 
mioiQ his itfind iUtedf ittlcffi^ 
! ence 
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cace MJTpcfiii^rthe afl^t ; for he had 

txot ideflerxniQed to ^pm an etxl to the 

engagemiene^? thoiigb he now ceaTed 

IP tfaiok bf >it with faiisfadion, aB 

tike kxfenof^fevea duiu&nd a year M 

tbe foTtiasiei of his ^obce*intended 

d«gh»«n.to. wcuU i>.ve mad. 
a con&deorable difference to .moft. hh 

<th<% ttei^ had they been v^ithpiifc 

cdi6 £MK}i of^ivarke in thdr hearU ; 

^- 'fia the poorfe «^ 4 ^ 4ayftiAa 

CHNA^^eft lie?, tmi l)«r ^^ger api' 

^neii&ibfided ; £^ that Mn.Botv 

ii%lli4^ nikiaine^ atlooe' by the bed^ 

i£de'ttf h«sr bebvesd fnend. Abode 

■Ak !&/•(!» aoorakg die hh vcictoi 

8dfaftiBa wa»^ ]i«aMl1i7! help .attsativlb 

nurfcj 



sSi 4u<r' cares, ah(Pi;d|6Jift^tof^^B»fifr 
her wtitin^ i^ttfrildslKroU^.' MiMir 
Doringfield indulged lier infecefting 
fn(!n(l:-biit tlw. e^ceffive pak<jkue oa 
the face-of the objed of her foUcif 
tude ftrutfk her- with xnconcehrablit 
terror: ihe appeared cairn ahd r^ 
£gQed ; but her beAxstif ul bazel e^tiis^' 
generally fo foft vd their 'ext>refito% 
now fpackled with melancholy^kxt- 
idfrur; manjr ringlets of pale^hiKiWH 
liair had efeapfed Crom the/niQ^ 
hahdlDerchief. "with tftblchuth«]fr t hjad 
Jjieeii confinedy ^uld* fj^l^cd a ^inDve^ 
jbcad And aedk 6f nkbaifleDl aadi'tim 
£i&^iniia whidi^ pkyedi^verhet tt«*. 
kuile&Jipa^ ipdrfeftiiliw frhftie^&tt 

an 



r «4» ) 

<j»^d ,thfei|$*T»^ tQ f#U iaft . op. the. 






** .jyfy^dear y^naj," J(aid the love-( 
1^. Mavchid&eisi *^ fhpfU;,^ death 
i!i£titt6^.m$>^on^ this wor]d before I 
again .behiold my i4oUzed ;hufba^d4u 
i^rear to. me^ tlut you anci Doring-, 
fioMiinll. protfid his childi aq4 9e^ 
irarftDefig^it but .to the iurms of its. 



» . • »■ 



1- 



ail #is 4efived $ ;bat itold ;her (be waa^ 
cectafiOL tljMr. Macular ^mtm not ito 
bbmc^ £:aittl that ^all j wqaald yet Cu^rn 
Qut^ta jdi^ mdtuad faa^qplo^fii.; She 

made 



( i4» ) 

fhade no reply; but puttmg tike Itttef 
file had juft been i^fiting into^ ker 
hapdsy ihe requailed Porii^field <o 

forward it to her Lord. 

» 

Letter. 

^* When ties facred ail thofe miAdk 
bind out deftinj, are loofened by itt« 
conftaney ot caprice, reproaches I 
feel . are ufelefs : neither : is it -my- 
wi(h to make any. ' Unf^ottimMQr 
hufband! when will you cver^ad 
a heart fo fondly attached as that of 
your adoring Rofannat a ioul fo 
wdt according with yoor iivtn i a: 
companion fo necefTary ti> the hap-» 
pinefs of your life ? for, do not de» 
ceiv^ yourfelfi my ftSU beloved' BtC^ 

mond I 
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tskosad \ my remembraace will ever 

^tabch. itfelfy will ever play round 

yaific heart, from which not even 

the now happy objed of its wan* 

derlng afiedions will have the pow« 

ex to difpoffefs my prior, my una- 

Uenable rights ; nor ever can a new 

attachment replace to you the inexr^ 

preffible claims I have on your teo^ 

deriaefe. Yes, Che wHl one day feel^ 

that fyren who has drawn from me 

liie heart of a bufbaiid, whit it is ta 

he deferted by the man fhe love8# 

For, €an you be faithful to another 

after havii]^. betrayed your wife? 

Ahs ncrt thut I fiadi to be impoffible. 

Ddlmo&d,. my own^ my fondly be-^ 

bved hu£baiad, recall tbofe happy 

days 



( H4 ) 

days of infancy, when feparated kt 
an hour we were both uhha[^y; 
thofe dill more delightful ones whea 
we firfl began to feel the charms of 
living but to conftitute the felicity of 
each other ! Recall them, did 1 fay ? 
Ah ! if your heart be callous to thefe 
remembrances, if the accents of foi^- 
row which efcape from mine are not 
isefponfive to the fedings of ^ yours, 
reply not to me. It is your heart I 
claim; without that, your pity or the 
attentions duty may demand, would 
be infupportable : but, if you <yet 
think of me with afiedion,. if, the 
dupe of a tranfient partiality^ you 
may have miftaken it for a more 
fettled afiedion, do not allow the 

ibame 



ihame of confeffing it to keep you 
from your wife,' Deareft Defmood^ 
with what traQfport fhail I pardoa 
an error which has already coft me 
fi> much forrow ! But refle£k w^U 
before you reply ( let not a falfehood 

ftain your letters to her who mull 
ever idolize you; that £he may ftiH 

continue to efteem you even if Ihe 
ia forced to: reGgn your bfartj in 
which cafe> never will flie claim 
your plighted. YOW6, bat retire with 
the infant pied^^fff ibat love yOu 

once bore tn% til) tijote Auiil bate re* 

f ' - 

ftosed^ yon to the kxi£t of tny aiFec* 
tkm, my /Injuries and forrow^} when 

my afma will be* ever ready to re- 

* * • . 

VOL* in. H ceive 
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I 

ceive the hufbapd of my foul, the 
idolized father of my child» Could 
you have fuppofed J fhould ever 
write a fentence like this ? x^nd will 

» 

you read it without being moved to 
agony \ Reply inftantly, or remain 
filent for ever. But I charge you, my 
loved Lord, by our former tender- 
nefs, to refled^, the latter ftep will in- 
form me that in this life there is no 
Jonger any happinefs for me. Should 
it be fo, I fhall devoutly pray the 
Almighty to make you as happy as 
you have rendered ftxd iiiifefable: 
blcflings can extend no fuVtlver v and, 
oh! may God (hower down upon 
you every felicity, and may you ne- 

..i; .1 *, ver 



< 
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▼€r reproach yourfelf upon my ac* 
count ! but, if in this cafe, receive the 
eternal adieu of your wife." 

Soon after writing this appeal to 
the afiedion's of her Lord, Rofanna 
arofe and requefted to fee the Coun- 
tefs. She fpeedily obeyed the fum« 
mons, and, with all the warmth of 
pretended afiedion, congratulated 
her on her returning health, and 
>fondIy inquired what it was that had 
occafioned the paroxyfm of grief in 
which fhe had been found on the 
morning fhe was Jo^ fuddenly at- 
tacked. 




^ Afk me not/* replied the 

H 2 wretched 



^ 
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wretched girl, ** what even to you 
I caanot difclofe. Suffice it to fay, 
chance has fpared you the difagree- 
able talk of informing me, by a let- 
ter addrefled to you which accident 
threw into my hands, that I am no 
longer dear to your brother ; that I 
have a rival in his heart. . This cir- • 
cumftance it is which has occafioned 
irie fuch forrow." 



The Countefs endeavoured to 
rooth her into a calm by die com- 
mon place remarks of young men's 
inconftapcy, and the little depend- 
ence that was to be placed on them. 
She now propofed her taking a little 
siiT} and leaning without fufpiclon 

on 
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on the arm of her bittereft foe, they 
defcend^d to the park ; vfhere every 
obje^ reminded her of loft happi- 
nefs, as (he flowly retraced thofc 

M 

rpot6 wh^re her huiband had vowed 
his heart would never knov/ another 
love* Solitude now appeared in 
the moft gloomy colours. It was 
7ol}bed of all that foft melancholy, 

th9t vx)luptuous tint, which is ever 
jsAtAched to thofe objeds that recall 
fcejQCB of former felicity. But it 
w^s now to the moft agonizing 
paiig^ of jealoufy and defpair fhe 
h^ refigned her gentle nature : and 
fo abforbed was fhe. by fuch fenf^^ 
tibns, that the harmony of returning 
fpriog was loft upon her. The 

H 3 throbs 
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throbs of her heart, as fhe palTed 
thofe places which had witnefled her 
former happinefs, feemed to threaten 
a fpeedy diflblution. Fatigued by her 
walk, and almoft annihilated by the 
violence of thofe paiCons to which 
till now her ferene fpirit had been 
a ftranger, fhe prevailed on Lady 
Ormington to return hopfie; and 
finding the neceffity of flying from 
her own thoughts if flie would pre^- 
ferve her life, in the prefervation of 
which that of her infant was yet 
involved, Ihe went to the nurfery in 
which the children of the Countefs 
•were playing. 

• Henry Neville was then about 

four 



( '51 ) 

four year3 old. The perfed rcfem- 
blaace this child bore to the Mar* 
quis, his infantine careiTes, and the 

in terefting manner in which,^by the ^ 
aid of wordsi he at all times evinced , 
his partiality for Rofanna^ had now 
fuch an efFed on her harafled fpi- 
rlts, that tears in torrents ruflied 
from her eyes; The terrified boy 
cafl his little arms round her neck, 
and, as if weeping for the fame caufe, 
the pearly drops trickled fall over 

* 

his poli{hed:.cbeei|c She prelTed the 
fweet mourner to her bread, andco- 
yered his pretty face with kifles. 

At .this moment, the Duke, who 

H 4 was 
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was paffing the nurfery door, was 
drawn by Lord Beauchamp into the 
room, and beheld the interefting 
party with a degree of admiratioa 
which made him, for the moment, 
look forward to that period with 
pleafure which would give him a 
daughter-in-law fo lovely, £o amU 
able. 

» > r • » 

t. 

** Dear grandp^/' lifped the 
eompaffionate Henry, ^^ do kift Milk 
Fortefcue, and fhe wilf never cry 
any niorc, but he viiry good d- 

• ■ 

♦ waya:^* then feizing his Grace's 
hand, he drew him clofe towards 
them ; and the Duke, bedding his 

face, 



# 
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face, printed 4 kifs of kiadnefs on the 
xheek of her who had evcar regar^i^i 
ihim as a father* 

The f<pft eye of Roianna fpaxjded 
.with joy at this return jof pa^enial 
tenderaefs. from the parent of het 
hiiijbandi who, : (he obferved with 
pain, had for fome time forgotten to 
treat her with his iprmer reg^ ; 
4^ retaiti of wiiich ^ad iddi mk 
^£fed ioit her gratefal breaft^^ thftC^ 
but €ot the prqmife made bh f<9i 
fiot to diiicloie till his cetum tivi iKt^ 
cret of their marriage, that lOiDment 
would have informed his Grace of 
m// the chums J20 bad upon hm; 

. • ► f ' |r - ■ • • 1 .'■ 

* i H 5 Weekt, 
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Weeks, months, arc now paffcd 
away without bringing to the anxi-^ 
pus agitated wife the reply for which 
ihe waited in the naofl: horrible 
jftate of fufpenfe. At the end of that 
time, her foreboding heart informed 
her this. ardently defired letter would 
neyer now arrive, and that a cloud 
hadpaiTed over all her hopes of future 
faappinefs. Fpr the Duke ftill cour^ 
tlnuedto receive letters as mfual from 
jthe povemor, which conftaotly 
fpoke of the Marquises health, but 
notn line from his own hand to any 
of thciaipily* .. 

It is a duty we pwe this amkble 
young man, to declare this apparent 
.; :. ; :, ncgli- 
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TijegligeQce on his part was owing 
to all the letters he had written to his 
wife after he had been a £horl time 
abfent, having been taken up by that 
tool of the Countefs, the unworthy 
Bennett, and all forwarded to £ng* 
)and under cover to her Ladyihip, 
•who fecreted them from her wretch- 
ed vi£tim, and by that means de- 
ftroyed her peaqe ; and in the end, 
^her life was^'the J&crifice to injuftice 
and inhumanity. 

^ Abotrt thi«' period ' Mr, Doring- 
•fidd'^wsad to take pofleffion of a liv- 
<tb^/-prd€U]%d \>Y hh Grace for the 
/^oi^am- ttitor of His fori. It w« 
imiated in otfe of Ac moft romaii- 
• ' ' .:' \ H 6 tic 
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tic parts of. North. Wales; and Ro- 

fauna thought, could (he gaia per- 

miflion to . ac^Qcppady her fri^ndsi 

ihf would with much e|k^/Coatiiv«, 

tinder the plea 0f kidi^oTition, 

• • 

cofitimie: with fjiem Until the e*- 

^pe&ed;Jltt2$. granger had made. its 

-^^peftraucie j — ;^by which tmue ilfr 6r 

iher . wQuld . wturm, , rand, fttfi fit 

hoped, diaim hoth mother aod iiih 

£uu: ^i^h. rtb$:irapi^ti¥ei OH a huibMst 

and a father. .rv' 7»::.\r.Lii iv'; 

An*sioiis ' ^ put: m ienx^iiduan a 

-projca whijJh»Ma'fe»ei.:jdeg»eJ)I«i^ 

■ 

qidovsed iK^r^.alisidty, ih«^;ha&^94d9^ 

"vmnihunrcdaie^he ich«DW;te.M^o«^ 

• * 

Mr8u ; D6rmg&flid^\>w]^ hi^F^^P* 

. ji plauded 
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plauded the thought, and affured her 
of every care and ;attIention from 
thekn; t^dvifing her, as tfee moft like- 
ly way'to fuececd^ firft to memioa 
her wilh to Lady Oriniiigton, aad 
iregAge her intereA: ^ith the Duke 
of MiJvesn, wh®, from being he« 
ivlegvardJun) b94 a double right on 
her a(3ti^)nis» §hp iitip^diatfly went 
to her Ladyfliip, faying, *^. Your 

ft 

brother^ my dear friend, informs me 
I»f ^if. jof^^l i^eive,. !»ha* I niuft 
refiovngft. ^ ..only Weffiog- this |l£|r 

4 

^ haBid&..4s-;egojE5rfl-:^ I 9^oop<r^ 
»aipj» ftipl?i5?iwfiqfe.eyery.obj^ 

turn. 



?t 



/ 
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turn. For God's fake then, if you 
love me, gain permiflion of the 
Duke for mc to accompany my dear 
Fanny to Wales, where, from change 
of fcene, I may perhaps regain my 
loft health ; and if on the Marquis's 
arrival he has yet. a wifli once more 
to behold me, he can do ib by com* 
ingito the HfeiSfe of our refpe^allfle 
friend. 

nearly ef<ap€'d the Rps -^ liadyOf* 
niingtori at ^hfe 'Ve^y- UYieSpeaea 
ipK/jj^oial/ which ftnidS her- as fa ftt- 
Vdurable to hec'dirkTchfemes.'^^B^I 
riieJ" f ekoirea^d- terftlf Jifit titaie'"(» 
tcaflbme the maSi of fdrrow^ ad^ 
■ the 
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the credulous Rofanaa fancied fbe 
liftened to the acceuts of regret, 
when ihe fought to deter her from 
her refolution j by which method fhe 
only endeavoured to bind her the 
more firmly, by her, apparent un- 
willingne& to comply. ~ At length, 
after many perfuafidns that (he 
would cdnfinue with them, fhe gave 
her promife to ufe her endeavours 
with her father. But it feemed raa- 
tfaer to be > extorted from her con* 
vid'^on, than fanftioned by her heart, 

.That /night;^ at (upper, his Grace, 
with ail air of fadnefsf informed hi^ 
lovely ward, he would not bppofe 
her going for a flxort time with Mrs* 

Doring- 
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Doringfield. '' But/' added hi:, ** I 
fancy that I need not remind you, ^ 
few months will reftore to U3 our 
Defmond, when I fancy you will no ^ 
kmger wifli to rob us of your fodb- 
ty ; a^d I irn&y fpitc of all Ihe dUH^ 
{)ation end fo% fo prevalent at his 
time ^ Hfey we mayyet ipetid many 
happy J^ys togietben I know, in 
the mean' time^ our good little .FaOf- 
i^y iwiU tre^ yoii with klndnefs and 
•afije£ik>d ; and I tmi^, on your vc^ 
^urn tD usi I ihall again fee ^e roies 
and lilies blooming on ybur cheeks, 

« 

(giiiesEes me tQAoblbiive arie: 6> Ckdif 






»• ^ r • 
' ' f < 
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Her complexion waB, at this unex- 
peQied kiiidnefs frdm the Duke, anl- 
'mated by the moft brilliant carna- 
tion } a fort of exbltation was vlfibfe 
in her eyes, and in the movement and . 
^xprefSon with which fhe clafped^ 
with the emotions of filial duty anid 
.affe£tio0^ the hainds of his Grace^ 
who appeared as if his long dormant 
feofibility waa raifcd ; and with teni- 
dernefl he prefled her Tome mo-^ 
ments to his heart, as he faid, ^ My 
•deir Roftnna, in mc you will ever 
foSk& a parent's tendernefs:' aik 
what yen will of me, and your de- 

mundis I will ever anfwer and ac- 

« 

JoiowJedgc/* 



« ^ 



Every 
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. Every thing Was foon arranged 
for the proje6lcd journey j and at 
fevcn o*clock one morning the be- 
ginning of May, Mifs Doringfield'a 
coach was at the door, and her own 
old fcrvants, who had come from 
Heathfide to bid their beloved mif- 
trefs adieu, as well as the domedics 
of the Duke, with forrow at heart 
and tears trickling down their cheeks, 
with filence fpoke the feelings 
wljich appeared in the accents of 
defpair to fay, " Never more (hall 
we behold that fweet angel in thib 
world !''- And, indeed, her altered^ 
form and cha^nged countenance too 
plainly marked her as the eatly Vlc!^ 
tim of death. 

The 



( 1^3 ) 

The mormng^was dark and rainy; 
a gray fhadowy fog w^s fpread oa 
the furrounding fcenery, which ren- 
dered the paffing objedts as gloomy 
as the mind of the Marchionefs^ over 
which for row had thrown her mifty 
veil. With what energy did fhe 
pray for the appointed hour I while 
her aching Iieart, fick of the void 
i^ithin, anticipated that peace which 
death alone, could reftore ; whilft 
hope allured her with the belief that 
its ftrides were rapid in their ap- 
proach. But the aflfedionate kihd- 
nefs of her travelling companion in 
a degree kept up their attention to 
the beautiful fcenery of the country 
through which (he paffed. 

On 
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On embracing Rofanna i^r the 
laft time, the Countefs could not re* 
frain from a fcqtiment of admira-* 
tion, fhe appeared fo loveljr, fo 
toachingly interefting. What a pity, 
thought her Ladyfhip, that, to fecure 
my happinefs, fhe muft be facrificed 1 
For one moment only did this fpark 
of compafilcn rife to her breafl:, ac 
it was again fwallowed up ^in that 
he.art where ambition and ararice had 
eftabliihed their empire ; and where, 
having no^ divine pilot at the helm, 
unconquerable pride whifpered greaf 
things mud be done to fecure ths 
poffeflion of the vaff eftates which 
flie had determined on referving to 

herfelf. 

On 



* ' 
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^ On the third evening the carriage 
entered into a deep valley Between 
two large mduntains, the borders of 
which were fringed with woods of 
^oaks; they paffed' with difficulty 
over a winding rocky road, juft as 
the golden radiance of the defcend- 
ing fun gilded the tops of the dark 
foliage, and glittered on the cafe*- 
ment windows of a few fcattered 
cottages, whofe white walls, befpan- 
gledwith flint ftones, peeped through 
the mafs of fhadow, and gave to irs 
romantic gloom a more decided 
contraft. The profound filence of 
the fcene was only interrupted by 
the ruftling of the long branches as 
they fwept the fide of the carriagie as 

it 
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it paffed the narrow road j and the 
monotonous founds of the village 
clock, which was then linking eight, 
and was repeated by many echoes 

« 

from the neighbouring rocks, and 
which carried with each vibration a 
feeling of melancholy pleafure. 

Mrs. Doringfield now inquired if 
they *had nearly reached their jour- 
ney's end, and whether they were 
to become inhabitants of this fweet 
fequeftered fpot ? She was ftill fpeak- 
ing, when the carriage, having made 
the angle of a bold grojefting rock, 
which at firft feemed to have placed 
its flinty bofom as a bar to their 
proceeding further, flopped before 

a neat 
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a neat white gate, which being open- 
ed, they drove through it to the moft 
comfortable little abode oF which 
imagination could form an idea, and 
to which the lovely Marchionefs 
was welcomed with exprefEons of 
the moft fmcere afFedion by its 
worthy and hofpitable owners. 

Servants had been already fettled 

there, and every comfort of domeftic 

life was vifible on their firft entrance 

^ into this fweet retreat of friendfhip 

and feclufion. But neither the ten- 

dernefe of thofe (he truly regarded, 

nor the novel and beautiful fcenery 

by which flie was furrounded,^ could 

rppt out the barbed arrow of the 

pro- 
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profpunil fortow to which (be had 
refigned herfelf. She no Icmger 
thought. of the commao occurrences^ 
of iife J . her ooly converfation vru 
of her hulband; and of hkn flie. 
would talk for hours, recommend-* 
lag to the care of her friends the 
innocent child of herXiord^ ihoufd 
(he be permitted to fiirvive joftg 
enough to give it life. Of ber '^v^ 
death fhe fpoke with iZ compofotfc' 
that refenibled' iadiifertnce^ ^>^ 

v., 
^ - « ■ /■ ♦ . I * * *^ 

A month had elapfed fince'^^^ 
arrival in ^y ales, andftiU joo oews o^ 
the Marquisy though Rofanna coofi^ 
ftantly received fetters, both fromi 
the Diikc and Lady OrmipgtoiL— tanf^ 

9 nodusg 



\, 
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nothing' tilHch could gWe her ikda^ 
fiddmtk tttuifj^k^d £Dom dietr icqm 
toUiy t The neiir^apcfS /wtnli^^ 
imlj ieR-&«£tv BeHerue to Mm 



i 

1 



Mftr<ihi«ild& fat at vvodc, rhe fefitimt 
brougltC fhcm fihDm tftie n^ighboon 
tagtOWBi- "lb her \iRii{ nuiUkilOti^^ ' 
Are tkere ohy Inters for iner =&« 
ittati repli^ in tto ufui^ fie^atl)^ 
which feemed evcr-dddostedto t&difC 
her ear, and the papers were care* 
UMj \bt<mti bf» the table be&re , 
h», iDoriiigfi^ld wad oot retimuid 
fi^Ma Ms i^^^noon ratf^le } and ihe 
l»lit%lfi0li^ to 4i«s^t hee lolikd 
V0&. Ill* I Fanny, 
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Fanny, "who was employed In mak* 
ingibnie preparations for the hourly 
esx^£ted infant, took up ojde of tbe 
papers^ knowing that to a mind' uo* 
occupied by its own forrows, and. at 
a diftance from thofe fcenes and per- 
fociS'to whom we have been ^acguf-' 
toroe^i every trifle ;wbi?h ; cpmcs 
firoro . thenpe is qi ?PAfel«9n<^.^%nd 
{leepared to give her tljce np^^ of a 

••:■'■^ ■''■'■[ '''-i I'-i'- r'it- fj,. 

ttrlfeja the foll^wrag ^fiwghjt- her,«y« 
r-^* The MarquU. oC'.Bfi6nfi&*i>'ft)n 
a«Mi1ieif to the Dulce cf^Mftilr^fQi is 

.fliortly 
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ihoitly expedcd to receive at the 
altar of Hymen the fair hand of 
Mifa Malcolm, daughter of Sir 
James Malcolm, the Minifler from 
his Britannic Majefty to the Court 
of Naples ; after which, the new 
married couple fwill immediately re- 
tdrn to England," 

A cry of terror made Mrs. Do- 
ringfield raife her eyes, when flie be- 
held the Marchionefs pale and mo* 
tionlefs, in which (ituation ' ihe lay 
an alarming length of time : but^ on 
a. return of recoile^Stion, fhe found 
herfclf fupported by Doringfield> 
while her head, like a drooping 
lily, was reclined on the compaf- 

i 2/ (ionate 
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• 

fionate and fympathizing bofom oT 
his Fanny. " Oh, dcarcft fir !*' (kid 
ihe ii) a voice fcarcely audible, ^^ I 
am now indeed loft for eVer ! and I 
feel life, like a departing friend, will 
takeaihort farewell f' And from the 
deadly hue of her lovely face, and 
the defpondency expr^ed both it^ 
her words and manner, they feared 
the moft fatal termination to this in- 
tereding vidim; and tvith every 
ientid[ient of the moft lively com- 
pafGon, in the filver tones of fym- 
pathy, they conveyed to her the 
found reafonlngs of reHgion^^-^at 
b»fy balm of comfort to the truly 
forrowing, from whofe divine re- 
fource the heart, even at the fiifft 

moment 
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merit when the fuflferer feels its ear- 
lieft wound, will find the foft ilili 
Toic^ of piety whifper peace, 

I>urifig her Hate of infenfibility, 
Doringfietd' had beheld the fatal 
fentence of h^r mifery. He had long- 
entertained well-dSouiided doubts oS 
the Qountefa'a fincerity, and did not* 
approve of the frequent correfpon- 
dence^ hehl between, her Ladyfhip^ 
and the gentl&nai3> w^ho accomfpa^- 
nied the Marquis oq hia tour : add: 
the piid&nt unaccountable filence 6£ 
his Lordflup was by thU penetran. 
ting and good man fet down to th^ 
right caufe. Therefoije, unwilling 
to add by mere iupmifes, which he 

13 had 
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had not the power to prove, to the 
burden of Rofanna^ forrows, the 

ft ^ 

idea of duplicity in the condudl of 
one (he had ever confidered as her 
friehd, he only hinted them to Fanny, 
the gentle rcpofitory of all his pains 
and pleafnres, and truiled the return 
of his Lordihip would explsdn all 
which now appeared fo ambiguoua 
and myfterious in his conduct For 
to believe him guilty of fuch preme* 
ditated cruelty^ wad not in the^fcxul of 
the man who had impknted every 
virtue in his heart. " My deareft ma- 
dam,'* faid Doringfield, wifliing to 
reafon her into fomething like com- 
j>ofurfe by his pious arguments, ^* true 
religion is (till and cs^lm; gentle and 

ferene i 
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ferencL ;. not elevated by paiGon, nor 
depreffed by defpair, but conftant 
and uniform, the refult of feafon, 
and the dajighter of truth. Born 
for ike world, and living for eachr 
other, ; l^eligion aims not to hide 
ns from mankind, but to teach us 
the amiable lefTon of reOgnation and 
fecial hatmony, as well as the htun*t 
ble expreffions of piou^.hope. GonH 
fider well, your owti life, and that 
of your unborn babe, depend cox 
your vanquifhing this . frantic fcnfivj 
bility : and fliould'this dark curtain 
be withdrawn, and your happy pro- 
fpe£ta bet reftored, by the. return, iof 
ham whom you siow mourn as lofl:^ 
the indulgence of this execflive Jor-* 

14 row 
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. row Will render you iocapaUe of 
fiipporting the change ; and the bltr 
ler paags of uaaviuUng repentance 
will toQ late overtsike youj whaa 
owiag to your having thust^v^ea 
yourfelf to ckipalr, you will be ceiu 
derod incapable of again taftiag of 
tihe: pure fountain of j&Hcity. i 
knojo^ that refignaliou ia thci moQk 
tcpng cf all Yirtiips j hut.Iyjet l^ofid 
to freyou execbit for tl^e &kr of 
kirn to. "^hom^ b^lieive me, ymi are 
yet moft dear.'^' . 

... r « 

' i^ofafsiia Hftened to the good maci 

iwithout interri^l^n ; h» teara had 

^ C^aibd to flpw, andc hec cousit^ 

aanca t^s^&xvMd tlte caliQ feronity 

- which 
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which for fbme time had fbrmed ks 
Babimdi expcef&on. ^ My meUn^ 
choly days," faid fhe, *' are blotte4 
hy dif^pointtneat. The wearied 
child o£ Corrow^ witk a heairt bjcokea,^ 
can only exprefs her giratitude ton 
the kindiieis with which, you treat 
nijtfi: wha hears, by God's owa ^h 
i^nimtnty the ftandard of affll^On; 
which, tin death forces it from my^ 
^iiydi or I am once more iraited to 
my Lotd, Inever can refigit. 

**' Believe me, my dear fiu, ay 
kind Faaoy,*' fhe continued,, "that 
the tear^ I ihed are not the te«s: of 
weaknefs, but thofe of difappoiiited 
a£^^on ; and theie I glory in. To 
• ' J 5 be 
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be fuperior to the calls of nature i 
boaft not, to be beneath tbem 1 

r 

fcorn. Heaven^ which gave me af- 
fedions, has, and will, I truft, of its 
goodnefs, guide them right. I do 
not 4iim at that vain philofbphy;^ 
which would give to feeble nature 
the unfeeling -attributes oi fionev 
" Perhaps," faid fhe, faintly fmiling^ 
** my Defmond is himfelf unhappy^ 
and may yet juftify his^ feeming bar- 
barity to his poor forfaken .Rolanna^: 
then would he not feek in vain in 
me, confolation and arguments' to 
focth his forrows J for, can 1 'ever 
forget that he once was my adofcfd 
hufband j the objed: deareft lo my 
foulj that it is for the £sither of toy 

child 
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child I each day implore the dK)ic^ 
blcffings 6f. Heaven ?" ' • 

' it. I j;i 

In ev^iy word and adion, tlii«ikftr 
cinating woman had the magfietld 
art of perfuading all .who heard 
her, aofd -Doringfield could i not 
longjer'iFeprove the cffufiori^ of her 
grief* 



r 
1 



By a fatality which everjr cir- 
cumftanee unfortunately confpired to 
give: probability to, the odious prd^- 
jeds of the Countefs, to render two 
amiable beirigs eternally wretched; 
fuceeeded. The letter the ttiiferabld 
Lady Defmond had addreifed t0[ het 
Lord, did not reaoh Naples till fome 

I 6 days 
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^6 d^tr he had quitted: it on his^ 
precipitate retur© hj9««.i ao(i diurtag;. 
his journey, he had given himfelf up 
tD tfwi 4^1i€k>ua;i^e. q£ i^0n clafpiog 
Ust wife aftd child iq hia. fond. and 
&tfbfbl breafL His &tfafirV. anger 
9t: their clandeftine union: vaniih^ 
heforft, tjte deJigWul' wttdt^ ^ 

knowing fhe was his own^ and. thai 

< 
no power could diflblve their union. 

Ki^wfote to hi^ adored lo^ fipm 

almoft every town he ^p^BkA^ acn 

quaimipg her he was cm his retuigi ; 

l^t i;equefted her continued filen(:e 

^ ifeftjfybj^ of their m^riage mj- 

idl bfefhoidd furprifc his faroiJy with 

Hst prefence, and daim her as Mar-^ 

chionefft of Defmond. 

The 
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The letters fupprefied by the 
Goimtds, of coiirfe. iieTcr reached 
het for whom they vrere alone ia-» 
tesi4$ch Neither were tbofe Roikn-*- 
Ska had [eau more fortunate^ but had 
witlioufi ei^Gepiion been cOncimitted 
?o thje flumeis by Mr. Bennett, whoy 
t^o i^i^hfvi; to hi$ employer/ ft^llQw% 
ed v^0k cruel exadnaeis thofe ith^ 
firu^ioas, the o<£oiis pl*^ of which 
W^ the finld deftruAion. of a beop^ 
th^'d hjq)piner6. It was alfo by hev 
order the paragrapli in the Hemkl 
had been inferted^ iBhkti was tib« 
death-blow to the Marchioners* For^ 
kaowkg the papers were feat b^r 
hiB C^ace to Wales^ fhe had deteiW 
4nia«d: npt a gjiim^pfe of hope ihmid 

remain. 
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|remain» to cheer hj its bright rays 
the thorny paths of life. 

" The Marquie,' owing to a fuddea 
removal from kaly^^^had been fpared 
the horrors he would otherwife have 
endured from the filence of his wife; 
tnd when he once again trod on 
Englifh ground, he feemed to inhale 
the air which was impregnated with 
the fighs of his adored Rofanna. He 
^vnxki difficulty contained the excefs 
of his emotions. It was nine o'clock 
whetv^he landed at DoveHb He would 
laot be ' prevailed on .by his left im- 
patient companion to t^^e^ either re* 
freihmdnt or repofe ; but,- leaving his 

carriage and baggage to 'the care of 

his 
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hw^valcl ta be cleared from the 
packet, he immediately^ ordered i 
ehaife and four to convey him on his 
road t<y town, where he thought it 
pofiible he might find the family. 

On driving into the gates of Ma!« 

vern-Houfe, his heart palpitated 

vrith fuch violence^ that for a mo«- 

ment hft could fcarcely breathe. The 

chafed (butters announced, that the 

poner and houfe-keeper alone oc^- 

A, 
cupied the houfe j the loud knocks 

-4>f his courier had at laft roufed the 

ohl- porter from ^a** comfortably nap 

itf his feather chair ; . and not being 

« 

accuftomed to fuch thundering dd- 
mands on his attention when the 
>T ^ ' family 
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family were in the country, he 
ftarted with furprife, and wa& pre- 
paring lo growl out his difftppoint** 
ment, whet* the well-rensLesobered 



voice of the Marquis drew .him in a 

4 

moment to the chaife-doon 

The whole appearance, bolli of 
the refidence and the fervant^ ren^ 
dered the queftioii, Is the Duk^. ia 
town? perfe^aiy ' unneceflary ; and 
the harafledand now fpiritlefs tea- 
veller eotex'ed the magnificent but 
comfortlefs abode, which owing to 
th« dofe. Abutters, papered hangings, 
and; roUed carpets, gave Wm but a 
cold reception, 

• • • : 

« Where 
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» ** Where are now the hmlyV^ 
aric4 the inapatient Lord. *' Where 
ate my father and Mifs Fortefcue ?'' 
^ It is about three weeks fince the^ 
Earl of Qrmington and Lady Cc^ 
cilia Neville went down to Bellevue, 
my Lord, where his Grace and the 
Gountefs^ had been ever fince his 
Lordlhip went abroad: and Miis 
FortafoMe, I hear frpm fome of the 
fex^yaats, has been very ill, and tb(^}& 
fey. Js now. in x decline, — but h at 
j^Tc&Qt in Wales with Mr. Uoxmgr 
field and his wife." ^ In what part 
of Wales?" cried his now frantic 
Lar4flup in ii voice of thunder. 
*V I bqg pardon, my Lord^'' faid tha 
porter, aftonilhed at the unu£aal ve^ 

hemence 
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hemence of the Marquis, who it did 
not ftrike him had added the graces 
of foftnefe to his other travelled ac- 
complifliments, /" but indeed I do 
not kuow. If your Lordfhip wiQies 
to be informed, Mrs. Davis perhaps 
can tell you, my Lord/' — ^*' Then 
call her immediately.' 'i — " She will 
not return home till late, pleafe your 
Lordihip, having gone twenty miles 
out of toyrn to vifit a fick friend/* 
*SDamn her and her friend fop! 
What bufmefs has (he to be running 
about in this manner ?'* 

The poor trembling portier, un- 
knowing what reply to make, now 
prepared to arrange the apartments 

more 
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more comfortably, and inquired if 
one of the women fervants flibuld 
get dinner. . The half-fa,aii£bed tu- 
tor took, upon hirafelf to reply to 
this queftion, or it is mere than pro- 

« 

bable he would have fared as he had 
done the preceding day, and gone 
without any food but that which he 
COjLild gain from the feaft of reafoa 
and the flowi 'of foul i-^— poor livings 
it mvi(^ be confeffed, to any but a 
Ipy^ or an author, under neither of 
which defcriptions his Lordfliip'g 
tprayelling tutor cpuld be claffed. 

r His amiable pupil, nearly over- 
come at the Information he bad re-f 
ceived refpedting the ftate of his 
' Rofanna's 



Rofanna's^ heakb, coatmued with 
hafty fteps to traverfe rooms peo- 
pled with a tUoufand delicious re- 
coUedtjons, which in a degree 
ealmed the agitation of his fpiriti; 
and after giving Mr. Bennett time 
to regale himfelf with mutton-rchops^ 

* 

he ordered a chaife^ in which he fet 
off to the Caftle ; where he arrived 
under the ayTpices-of that encluihter 
Hope, whofe feducing chimerasi 6ve« 
ibiving to make themfelves heard; 
had almoft perTuaded him all he had 
heard 'was fal^^ and that he iSiould 
clafp in his paternal embrace a che- 
rub child and i\fi angel mother ; 
wlien, on entering the Caflle, he was^ 

at once ^appointed* 

His 
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His arrival was not altogether un- 
cxpedled by the whole of its in-* 
mates, his filler having expected 
him by the letters of his governor : 
but fhe iforbore to inform her fatheri 
as by fo doing (he muO: alfo h^ve 
dlfcovered the marriage which had 
prevented the full gratification of 
her hope ; arvd all the chance which 
now remained was, that the; agony 
under which the Marchionefs had 
lingered fot fome months, might de** 
prive both herfelf and the much* 
dreaded child of exiftence : for the 
return of the Marquis convinced 
her, that no airt could effed: a fepa- 
ration between thofe who loved fo 

tenderly. . ' 

The 
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The Duke heard the confcffion of 
his fon's marriage with many ex»» 

preflions of anger ; biit as there was 

♦ 

nothing to which he could obje<9; ia 
an union firft planned by himfdf, 
but the fecrccy with which it had 

r « 

been executed, he was Toon' recon- 
ciled to the event, and with pleafurc 

r 

faw his fon depart for the rdfidencc 

■ 

of his friend and tutor, charging him 

» 

to return with his lovely wife and 
her babe, as foon as fhe could un- 
dertake a journey to Bellevue. ' 

The Gbuntefs, whofe plans were 
yet uhdetc£ted by his Lordihip, 
hoped accident would alone be 
blamed for the lofs of thofe letters 

which. 
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whlqh had occpiipned fuch mifery to 
her gentle fi ft er : and fhe ilr^^e, by 
affumed'gaiety, to drown tl;ie f^nall 
ihrill voice of coilfcience, which ne- 
ver ceafed to repeat to her black 
ioul, that (be had an accomplice in 

A. 

her plans who^ it. was. more th^n 
pofilbley mi^ht one day inform his 
Lordihip of the diabojical arts £he 
had jecourfe to, to tear him from 
Ifcr, whofe gentle heart prized his 
affection beyond every other earthly 
blefling.-Her days and. nights paffed 
in all the terrors of confcious fiq, 
(jkf^ing each momeptto receive the 
wages,: of iniquity ; and her only 
hope^.refted on the fidelity of one 
who^ from having been the confident 

of 
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of her plans, had already convinced 
htr, where he fuppofed his intereft 

• ■ 

in queftion, h^ could be hribed t^ 
any party. 

We win now leave the Marquis 
on his journey to Wales, and take a 
jJeep once more at the parfdnage, 
where we left the interefting Rofan*' 
na in hourly expeftation of produ- 
cing a fweet blofibm to the WorkL 
The agitation of her fpirits had 
as^^as expe&edy haf!ened the time 
of her confinement ; and after A few 
hours flie received into her cxUftnfd- 
ed arms the infant gift 'tvho has al* 
ready tnade a confpicitfous figure in 
tTiefe pages, 

9 With 
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With the birth of her child new 
Ideas prefl!ed on her mind ; and the 
hope ©f once more beholding her 
Lord, of prefenting him the infant 
cherub which then lay fleeping at 
her bofom, of again feeing him as 
he had ever been, the only blifs for 
which her heart panted, the delight 
of yet living again to conftitutc his 
felicity, brought on refledions fo 
gentle, fo confoling, that Ihe nearly 
forgot her paft misfortunes, td enjoy 
with more bright prefages the hap- 
pinefs flie once again had a prefenti- 
ment would be within her grafp. 

Led on by the falfe and deceitful 

twilight of hope, day had peeped 

VOL, in, K with 
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with its rofy face through the ^hite 
curtains of her little room, while (he 
was yet occupied with thinking of 
the father of her new-born darling, 
repafling in the ftore-houfe of her 
memory all that he had ever faid, 
repeating to herfelf his words, and 
recollecting with a ftrength of pre- 
dion known only to thofe who 
have loved as fhe did. A thoiifand 
times did this cheriQied voice vibrate 
to her heart, as with a mbther^s tranf- 
ports flie kifled the foft cheek of 
the fleeping infant. 

Mrs. Doringfield, who had watch- 
ed by her for two nights, had now 
committed her to the care of her own 

maid, 
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maid, who had been one of the wit- 
neflfes of her marriage with the Mar-^ 
quis. The nurfe who attended her 
Ladyihip, in the morning, foftly 
ftealing to her bed-fide, was fur^^ 
prifed to find her fpirits fo much 
better, owing to the pleafing reveries 
in which ihe had been indulging. 
She quietly feated berfelf near to the 
interefling mother, and was foon 
drawn Ijy the Marchionefs to talk 
on the only fuhjedl tSiat for a mo* 

ment occupied her thoughts* ' 

]fanfty, feeing her very exiftence 
depended on the hope of ottce more 
being united to his Lordfliip, con- 
ceived it would be feme confolation 

K 2 to 
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to indulge her with the delight of 
ipeaking of him ; and afiedionately 
told her, that, after having repeatedly 
adopted and rejected a thoufand 
plans to fnatch her from the into- 
lerable burthen of fufpenfe, Mr. 
Doringfield was determined, at the 
rifk of his Grace's favour, imme- 
diately to fet out in purfuit of Lord 
Defmond, and to reftore him to her : 
" For," added the foothing friend, 
** my hiiiband is fully convinted 
fome plan has been fabricated, 
which has^ unfortunately but too 
well fucceeded in fo unaccountably 
dividing thofe whofe hearts are, wc 
are yet firmly perfuaded, fo firmly 
attatHtd to each other. Mr, Do- 
ringfield 
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ringfield has already tried the effed 
of letters, which, from having re- 
mained unanfwered, we are almoft 
fure have never been permitted t6 
reach his Lordfhip." 

•* Deareft Fanny !" faid the ten- 
der wife, delighted at the bare fup- 
pofition that her Dcfmpnd might 
yet be blamelefs, and preffing her 
hand with ardour : " Is it then pof- 
fible we may meet again, and he be 
permitted to receive from my arms 
this bleffed babe ? Ah, furely Hea- 
ven h^s marked out Doringfield and 
yourfelf as my guardian angels! 
But, fhould this plan turn out dif- 
ferent from our hopes, will yoi^i mf. 

K 3 com- 
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compaflionate Fanny, if I am re- 
moved from a life of forrow, pro- 
mife to become the parent of my 
fleeping angel, and never refigrt 
her but to a father or a huiband's 

arms?"* ^ 

ft 

Mrs* Dorlngfield regarded hef 

* 

with tendereii emotionr wbil^ fhe 
confidered the dreadfui havock grief 
bad made on het ftiB lovely face j 
ifvhere was plainly to be tsaced the 
gradual decay which . bad for 
months been gainir^g ground on beir 
delicate frame ; nor did the he£^ic 
bloom of her funk cheek, or the 
unufual brilliance of her languid eye, 
deceive by its appearance this ami- 
able 
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able friend, whofe foreboding heart 
whifpered that the diflblution of ita 
angel mother would fhortly call on 
her to fulfil the charge fhe had fo. 
fblemnly promifed to undertake. 
Stooping' 0¥er the bed, £he kiifed, 
with a fitter's teadernefa, the mother 
and fweet' uncaofdpus child ;.ftnds 
looking in her face with the ten-- 
derett emotion, fixe replied, " Poubt 
not my care of the dear b^be^ fliould 
tiie mi&fortune you allude to ever 
take place ; and may th^ Almighty 
profper me and mine as I fulfil the- 
promife made to you of guarding^ 
her as my own, till ihe is claimed by 
thofe fuperior powers, to whom 

K 4 only 
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only It i8 your wi(h I fliould rcfiga 
her !" 



** Thank you a thoufand times, 
my kindeft friend !" throwing her 
arms about her in a mod tender 
manner. " 1 now feel, at all events^ 
in a ftate of comparative happinefs ; 
in your voice are the tones of confo- 
lation, and to the will of Heaven I 
am now perfectly xefigned — whe- 
ther a flow and lingering death be 
decreed me, feparated from the hul^ 
band of my foul, or if in his mercy 
I may yet hope to be once more 
united to him, and in his arms re* 

fign my foul to God." 

She 
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She at this moment appeared 
calm and colled:ed : an angel who 
would foon be robbed of all mor- 
tality, and be received into the bo- 
fbm of her Maker, in that place 
where the weary are at reft, and the 
wicked ccafe from troubling. 

The ferenity which now fpread 
itfclf on the face of the Marchio^efs 
might, in the eye of the common 
and cold obferver, appear the ofE- 
fpring of refignationj but, to the 
fympathizing heart of her friends, 
and thofe who, having pafled through 
the bitter fchool of afHidtion, can- 
not be deceived in the true fecret of 
nature, — to fuch, it was eafy to di- 

K 5 ftinguilh 
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ftinguifh that this ftate of apparent 
calm had its origin in an overpow- 
ering torrent which penetrated to 
the foul with the moft afflicting fea- 
fations, and precipitated her into the 
abyfs of forrow, to which (he yield- 
ed perhaps too fupinely, without at 
firft even making an effort to reco- 
ver the vigour of her mind ; which, 
like a jewel in the dark bofom 
of the earth, concealed its luftre 
•from the world, and funk her the 
prey of grief, a viftim to the fliarfis 
of death. 



It .was now agreed that Mr. Do^ 
ringfield fhould commence his jour- 
ney in purfuit of the Marquis; a 
9 ftep 
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ftep which, if not iq^mediately ta- 
ken, the vifible change in the em^- 
i:iated figure of his wife filently 
faid would be ufelefs. 

The evening preceding the (Jay 
of his departure Vvas fixed on for 
the infant child to be baptized. The 
fweet mother had for the firfl time 
left her room: fhe was feated in a 
large chair, lupported with pillows^ 
the fleeping innocent on her kneej 
one of its foft hands preiTed to the 
pale lips of its nearly angelic mo- 
ther, who bent over it with looks of 
filent rapture, as fancy traced the 
Ipved features of its idolized father 
m this his miniature repr^fentative. 

K 6 It 
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It was altnofl: dark, towards the end 
of JCine ; and the candles not having 
been brought in, the windows of 
the little apartment were yet im- 
clofed, from which Doringfield and 
his wife were contemplating a rifing 
moon as it gradually rofe over the 
fummit of two high projecting 
rocks, whofe towering head feemed 
to threaten deftruftion to that mor- 
tal who would venture to penetrate 
this afylum^ of my fterious nature, 
and which formed the boundaries of 
the little valley in which they re- 
fided. 

" Sure, Mr. Doringfield, I faw the 
figure of a man this moment pafs 

the 
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the window; he appears to have 
gone round to the hall-door. Do^ 
my love, fee if it be any of our neigh- 
bours ; for the company of a ftranger 
would be too much for the Mar- 
chionefs.*' 

Doringfield left the room, to fol- 
low the kind injunctions of his 
wife. The door of the apartment 
opened to that in which he expected 
. to meet his vifitor ; and, in a mo- 
ment, that voice flruck the ear of 
Rofanna which ever vibrated to her 
heart. ** Where am 1?'* cried file: 
" was it not the voice of my hufband? 
or can it be nothing more than a 

dream 



( ao6 ) 

dream of bllfs, — a foft and dear ilia* 
fion ?'* 

Mrs. DoriDgfield had alfo beard 
the voice, and flew towards the dbor, 
which was haftily burfl open, and 
in a moment Lord Defmond clafped 
his wife and child to his fond, his 
-conftant heart. 

" Great God ! I thank thee for 
having granted my ardent prayer! 
Once more I behold my hufband ! 
my own, my adored Defmond ! and 
feel convinced that I am yet dear tp 
him !*' ** Rofanna ! my angelic 
ivife !" repeated the frantic Marquis, 

on 
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on perceiving fhe had fainted in his 
arms. " Ah I fhe is now indeed torn 
from me !" cried -he, preffing to hi$ 
faithful breail his unfortunate love, 
who pale, cold, and immoveable, 
was infenfible to the tendernefs of 
his carefles. He removed the large 
cap which covered her love)y face ; ' 
and, notwithftanding the ravages of 
grief and ficknefs^ he once more 
contemplated that gentle counte^^ ' 
nance, thofe inexpreffible charms^ 
of which the remembrance was fo 
deeply engraven on his heart. He 
beheld her altered form for fome 
moments in calm defpair ; then, giv- 
ing way to all the impetuofity of 
his nature, he prefled his lovely wife 

to 
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to his heart, whifpering the foftcft 
words which love could di£kate; 
while prcfling his mouth on the icy 
lips of his unfortunate Rofanna, he 
ftrove to reanimate her by the burn- 
ing breath which exhaled from his 
buriling bofom. 

She once more opened her eyes^ 
and, taking the infant from the 
arms of Mrs. Doringfield, placed her 
in thofe of her father : then folding 
her own round the neck of a hut- 
band, and fixing on him a look of 
tendernefs and joy, (he faintly arti- 
culated fome words expreffive of her 
tranfpoit, at having him once more 
reftored j when her head, . like a 

flower 
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flower broken from its ftalk, funk 
on the bofom of her Lord. Some 
flifled words fhe again ftrove to ex* 
prefs} but utterance was denied, and 
ihe breathed the lafl figh he was 
fiated to hear iffue from thofe lips, 
which, even in d&ath, feemed to pof- 
fefs the power of fafcination. Her 
nervelefs !hands relinquifhed their 
hold, and (he pafTed from a moment 
of felicity to a life of eternal happi- 
nefs. 

The kind friends who furrounded 
them remained in a ftate of filent 
mifery, their eyes fixed on that 
gentle being, who, unable to fupport 
the full tide of unexpeded |>U^s, had 

flown 
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flown to the manfions of her God. - 
The colour that ftill remained on 
her cheek would almoft have led 
one to imagine that fhe only flept ; 
but the penetrating Doringfield faw 
it was the lail blu£h of animate cir* 
culation. 'The Mai^quU at 6fft 
thought fhe had again fainted^ and 
called on his departed faiat by the 
fondeft names phrenfy could fur* 
nifli; but the enchantment of his 
voice had not the power to revive 
the lampi of life, and convidtioa 
fiuihed on his imnd of ihs dreadful 
circumflance. 

Doringfield now approached the 
wretched Marquis, who ftill fup-^ 

ported 
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ported in his arms the corpfe of his 
wretched wife: the excefGve pale- 
nefs of his complexion made him 
fuppofe that he was already reunited 
to her in thofe regions, where no- 
thing could again impede their feli- 
city. But a flow pulfation difcern- 
iblel at bis heart gave fome flight. 
liopes of lingering life. Previous to 
afFording him any afliftance, he en- 
deavoured to feparate him from the 
body of Rofanna, which he yet 
clafped in his arms : this with much 
difficulty was accomplifhed ; and 
having removed it to the fofa, means 
were ufed to bring him back to life 
and bitter recolledion. 

Mrs. Doringfield, unable to be^r 

fuch 
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fucli a fcent of horror, had, with the 
fweet unconfcious Alicia clafped to 
her maternal heart, quitted the cham«- 

■ 

her of death. On the firft reftoration 
of fenfe,Lord Defmond threw around 
him looks of uncertainty, as if he 
fought to retrace the remembrance of 
a frightful dream.. Then fixing his 
haggard and wild eyes on the kind 
foother of his forrows, he feemed to. 
demand a confirmation of his fears. 

." She has ceafed to fuffer,'* faid 
the worthy man with an air of 
pious refignation, *^ and is now 
reaping the advantage of eternal 
happinefs. It is your duty, my dear 
Lord, to fubmit to the will of 
the Almighty, and fupport with a 

dignity 
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dignity of forrow the charailer of a 
man." As he fpoke, he took the 
icy hand of Defmond, to draw him 
from the chamber which contained 
the remains of the martyred angel. 
" O my beatified, my everlaft- 
ing love !'* cried the miferable huC- 
band, ftruggling to difengage him* 
fclf from the hand of Doringfield, 
and cafting himfelf by the precious 
remains of his Rofanna ; " no pow- 
er fhall again tear thee from my 
arms." In his delirium, he con- 
tinued to talk to her as if fhe yet 
lived; he fupplicated her with 
groans and tears to anfwer him j 
then giving way to the uncontrolled 
impulfe of his difturbed mind, with 

the 
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the mod frightful geftures he Called 
down vengeance on his father, filler, 
and all who occafioned him tx> leave 
her. 

" In the name of your angel wife," 
cried the terrified Doringfield^ who 
feared infiant madnefs, from the vio*- 
lence of his exceffive forrow, ** com- 
pofe yourfclf ! Ah, if that pure foul 
could now unite her voice with 
mine, with what ardour would flic 
not fupplicate you to make the of- 
fering of unavailing refentment on 
the altar of religion !'V 

*' Ah,'* replied he, " you loved 
her, and are yet ignorant of thofc 

accurfed 
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accurfed arts which have dieftroyed 
her. Benneit has unfolded to me all 
the plans of my diabolical fifter, who 
(hall find no mercy from me. I 
will acquaint you, when my diftrac- 
ted brain will permit, with a tiflue 
of horrors, which has fucceeded in 
dividing us. But you weep, my 
friend," added he in a foftened voice: 
** it. was you who firft gave her to 
my arms, by the tendereft, the moft 
binding of all titles, and your kind 
care, your tender confolations, gently 

foothed the cruelties of her unpro- 
teded ftate* 

** O my heart's treafure !" he con- 
tinued, *• eternal obje£l of the fond- 
eft, 
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eft, the mod ardent afiedlions of 
my foul! was it to a. fate like this 
you have fubmitted ?" He clafped 
his hands, while drops of agony 
chafed each other down his livid 
face. Doringfield now fucceeded in 
drawing him from the room, and 
prevailed on him to retire to bed. 
The violence of his emotions, and 
the unceafing fatigue he- had lately 
undergone, occafioned a moft vio- 
lent fever, which terminated to him- 
felf moft happily ; for, after a fort- 
night's illnefs, he rejoined the gentle 
fpirlt of his angel wife in the regions 
of -everlafting blifs ; and the lovely 
but unfortunate pair were at laft con- 
figned to the fame tomb. 

The 
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The extreme danger of the Mar- 
quis having been apprehended from 
the firft, it was his own particular de« 
fire that the corpfe of the Marchio- 
mefs (hould not be moved^ from the 
houfe^ till himfelf was carried Ufelefs 
from it. Before his deceafe he 
made a will, by which be nominated 
^Doringfield as fole guardian of hia 
infant child ; making it his particu* 
lar requeflr, that to avoid the poflibi- 
iity of her ever experiencing a fimi-r 
lar fate with her unfortunate parents. 
Lady Ormington (hould be, kept in 
total ignorance that a bloflbm yet 
remained from the blighted ftdck 
fhe had by art and ambition thus 
cruelly deftroyed. Neither did he 
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"vififli ins father to be informed of 
the event, until his infant Alicia 
^had attained -the age of womanhood; 
too well knowing the unliouted 
'power pofleffed by the unworthy 
Countefs over the weakened facBl- 
'ties of his Grace, and dreading the 
-poffibility of her, exerting *it over the 
oinfortunate little xherub. 

* 

Fifty thoufand powids, funded 
property, of her inotfccr's, was 
^bequeathed in truft for the ih- 
€ant heirefs, who would at the de- 
ceafe of her grandfather become 
Baronefs of Heartfield ; while the 
•eftates of his Grace would undpubt- 
«edly devolve to the Countefs, The 

dukedom. 
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dukedom, owing to the utifortunate 
death of his Lord (hip, would be- 
come extind on the deceafe of hU 
father; an event which foon after 
took place without his ever having 
been informed that a child of his un« 
happy fon had furvived. 

According to the orders of the 
Marquis, every proper ftep was 
taken to identify the perfon of Lady 
Alicia Neville; and it was then 
given out that the child had died 
ihortly after its birth. 

Mr. Doringfield was recalled by 
his Grace, about a month before his 
death, to lake pofTefSon of the living 

L^ of 
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of Afhboum, which had becomeTa- 
cant ; and, being in the prefentation 
^f his Grace, was by him conferred 
on the friend of his unhappy Des- 
mond, whofe ^fate he mourned 
with true paternal tendernefs. As 
no reproaches could now reftor^ 
his loved, loft ^friends, Doringfield 
thought it beft to bury in his own 
bofom the injuries the Countefs had 
heaped on her brother And his un- 
fortunate Rofanna, At the fame 
time he gave her Ladyihip to un- 
derftand, that Bennett, ftruck with 
Temorfe, had explained the true 
caufe of his Lordlhip's myft.erious 
filence, which had been the fatal oc- 

cafion both of his own death and 

that 
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tliat of his lovely Marchionefs. It 
was the certainty that Doringfield 
was fully acquainted with thefe crimes 

r < 

which made her regard him with that 
abhorrence, guilt and the know- 
ledge of detection in(pired ; though 
the refpefl: this worthy man had 
ever entertained for his Grace, was 
a fecurity for his filence on a fiib- 
je£t, which now to publifli to the 
world could "have anfwered no good 

purpofe, but muft certainly have 

■ 

heaped both forrow and difgrace on 
the heads of the Duke of Malvern 

• ■ • 

' • * 

and her hulband, who was of that 
defcription of characters one might 
truly clafs under the denomination 
of a mighty gdod fort of man» 

L 3.. At 
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At the death of his Grace he be- 
queathed the 'whole of his property 
to his daughter and her fon, who^ 
ignorant of the birth of Lady Alicia 
Neville^ afTumed in her long lift of 
honours the title of a Baronefs in 

m 

her own right ; and thus, for a time^ 
beheld herfelf in pofleillon of all 
thofe ambitious views, which in the 
attainment had coft her the facrifice 
of every honourable and tender 
principle! 

About a month prior to the Mar* 
chionefs's death, the fuit com- 
menced by the hufband of Lady Ce- 
cilia Fortcfcue, to recover the landed 
property of his relation, her late fa- 

ther, 
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ther, was by a decree of the Court 
of Chancery given in his favour; 
which' circumftance was never 
known to the lovely and unhappy 
Rofanna, her kind friends fearing 
left any additional uneafinefs mighty 
haften the approach of that grim., 
tyrant,, whom they long obfcryed,, 
with heart-rending forrow, making., 
bafty ftrides to wards. her». 

The infant heirefs was intro*- 
duced at the parfonage of Afhbourn^i 
as^ the orphan daughter of a near 
relation, and ever continued to bc^ 
regarded with all the tendernefs th& 
fondeft parents could evince to aa- 
only and. beloved child* The deatlv 

1.4 
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of the Marquis and his adored wife^ 
for fome time occupied the attentioa 
of the neighbourhood; but as the 
melancholy event took place, at a 
diAance^ it was merely naiQed as a 
diftreifing circumllance, and ibot> 
after totally forgotten. As the 
tvanfadtions of lady Ormington had 
xvever reached the knowledge of the 
public, and the marriage haying heen 
declared, the bodies of the ill-fated 
pair ha4 been removed from Waks^ 
and interred at Bellevue with all 
the pomp of funeral fplendour. No 
fufpicions of the real occafion of 
this melancholy cataflropne ever oc- 
curred; and the deceafe of his Lord- 
£hip was attributed to forrow /or 

the 
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the lofs of his Lady, who it was re- 
ported had died in child-bed.^ 



When her beloved guardian diC- 
clofed to Alicia, now the d eclated 
Baronefs of Heartfield, and acknow- 
ledged as^fuch even by the haughty 
Countefs, who, as the lovely daugh- 
ter of the Marquis of Defmond, 
could no longer think her unwor- - 
thy the hand of her fon, tears and ' 
fobs choked her utterance as fhe 
liftened to the fate of her fuffering : 
parents, whofe griefs ihe • fear- 
ed were again revived in thofe ^ 
fhe had fufFered. Lady Cecilia 

with all the kindnefs of the tender- 

• ■ • 
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eft parent foothed her woes ; and her 
young and gentle friend participated 
in the afflidions of her fainted mo- 
ther, and joined in execrating the 
deceitful heart of Lady Ormington. 

Mr. Doringfield called at Belle vue 
in his way from London, and had 
confirmed the information Lady Ce- 
cilia had at his defire imparted, on 
that day when her lovely niece had 
made her firft entrance in that 
houfe of which fhe was fo bright an 
ornament* He had proved, pad 
the poifibility of difpute, the claims 
of Alicia to the honours her Lady- 
ihip was now forced to reHgn ; and 
aljTo to the fortune of the late Mar- 

chionefs. 
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chlonefs, which, owing to a long 
nunority, had fo greatly accumu* 
lated. Her Ladylhip, covered with <■ 
burning bluihes of fhame, acknow*- 
ledged « to Doringfield the part his 
wiife had taken in the fchemes raifed 
to deflroy the^ happinefs of. Henry- 
and Alicia ; conf^fllog that, whea 
fhe firft beheld that lovely vgirl, ,lhe- 
bad been ^greatly ftartlcd at the-dliifc- - 
ing refemblance (he bore her latc^ 
brother ; andy with many expreffions 
of remocfe andfprrow^ entireated the 
once hated but* no wt highly .flattered < 
Doringfield * to obtain for hear the 
forgivenefs ofi Lady Heartfield; . 
who. {he now. fervently, prayed 

L.,6^ miglit : 
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might become Cpuntefs of Orming-* 
top. 

Though the gentle nature of her 
lovely niece fhrunk with horror at 
the bare mention of one who had 
fo cruelly deprived her of the loved 
authors of her being, yet was her 
•foft complying nature incapable of 
withholding the olive branch from 
the mother of him who, notwith- 
flanding prefent unfavourable ap- 
cpearances, ihe yet hoped vWould be 
the beloved friend of her life, the 
guide and protestor of ,her future 
days, and who, her heart told her, 

would fipd the crimes of his parent 

fit 
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fit heavy on his foul. Could £hc 
then, by refufing her forgivenefs to 
his mother; inflid frefli forrows on 
him fhe loved ? The idea was in- 
fupportable; and l^et own repug- 
nance to an interview gave place to 
the certainty that, were Lord Or- 
mington by, it would be his firft, 
his moft ardent wifh ; and this deter- 
mined her to put in practice that 
hardcft duty religion commands, the 
forgivenefs of our enemies ; and one 
more bitter than Lady Onnington 
had been, human nature could not 
produce. 

In the diftrefles of her parents, 
ihe found fufficient to teach her per* 

fed 
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fed refignation to her own; and 
though many were the tears, (he 
flied for their fufFerings, fhe yet fell 

an inward comfort from the know- 
ledge (he had gained of her real 
fituation, and wept at full over their 
mutual afflidions^. 

7 he fenlation of- pleafurc liite 
might have felt at being reftored to ^ 
rank and fplendour, was^ quickh^ 

# 

-fubdued when (he remembered -th« 
he, for whofe fake (he (h^uld alone 
have felt happy in the acquifuion *of 
confequence and fortune, was loft to 
her for ever* The injuries fhe had ; 
received from the Countefs were not 
put in competition with the injuries 

of 
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of her parents i a knowledge of 
which filled her foul with grief un- 
alloyed by any felfifli fentiments of 
revenge. It was this which made 
her dread an interview with the de- 
ftroyer of their happinefs ; nor couM 
the recovered fplendour of her fitu- 
ation reftore ruined peace to her 
breaft, or fill the gloomy vacuum 
which the loft Ormington had left: 
and with all tljie eagernefs of the 
tendereft affedion did fhe wiih the 
time clapfed wiiich' would reftore to 
her the fociety of her Henry, 

How apt are we to wifh thofe 
moments flown which interfere with 
what we confider as neceflary to 

our 
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our felicity — little reflefting, as we 
ought to do, we can never enough 
cftimate the bkfling of that time 
we are fo eager to have pafled ! Nei- 
ther do we mark it with fuflScient 
thankfukiefs, as its fwift fteps flit 
by us. Even in affli£tion, how great- 
ly are we its debtors ! It enables de- 
fpair to gather frefli ftrength, and 
hope cannot be entirely excluded^ 
from the human breaft. It is what* 
,wearied nature's fweet rcftorerJs to - 
the fufFering body ; it renews the * 
mind with frefh vigour* an4 enables 
us to fupport trying forrows with 
refignation and firmnefs. 

There is a fortitude in innocence 

■ which 



which guilt can never a^ttain. It 
Vjas this which made the iaterview 
betweea the Couptefs. and her ami*': 
able, niece pafe juft 2i^ might have: 
been cxpeded, from tr iumph^nt in*-, 
nocence and the guilty fabricator of 
premeditated malice,. Yet the tFuly 
geaei:ous Lady Heartfielid fprbore, 
^ cither by loojc cm: word, to revert to 
tbe paft tranfadions; keeping cou« 
fiatxtly in fight, that it was the iifter 
ef hej lamented pa,rent, the mother 
of him in whom her own happineft. 
centred, that in her prefence waa 
overwhelmed by the confcioufnef^ ^ 
of dete6lcd crimes ; and yet her na- 
tural and ever dignified manners 

were 
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were oa this occafion madced by 
more than their ordinary attrat3:ioa89 
as fhe gracefully received the com- 
pliments and congratulations of her 
aunr^ on her reftoration to the ho^ 
nours of her family. 

The amiable inhabitants^ of HeatEb- 
iide were bufily employed in mak« 
ing preparations for the marriage of 
Mifs Fortefcue, which, as fome bu- 
finefs of importance required the 
almofl: immediate return of Lord 

Rufborough to Ireland, it had been 

* 

fettled ihould take place with as 
much difpatch as the lawyers would 
permit; after which the bride and 

bride- 
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bridegroom were immediately to fet 
off for his Lordfhip^s feat in the 
neighbourhood of Waterford. 

A moft preffing invitation was 
given to Alicia, to accompany her 
amiable friend to that liberal and 
charming country, which thofe wha 
have ever vifited will acknowPedge 
is the feat of kindnefs and hofpitali- 
ty'; or they will have ill merited the 
diftinguifhed attention and politenefs 
which it is the charadteriftic of that 
generous nation to pay to all ftran- 
gers, who, from the fimple reafon of 
being fuch, have a claim on their 
open and unfufpicious hearts, which 

is neither checked by the cold damps 

of 



( 23^ y 

of fufpicion, nor fmcthercj by a^ 
^ant of reciprocal confidence. . 

But the invitation, though made 
by his Lordfliip with all the warmth 
of an Iriihman, and feconded by 
his fweet Olivia as kindly, was, 
£or many reafons^ re}ed;ed ; and 
when they remembered the didance,. 
ihould the wand.eiing lover be re- 
ilqre^ to his fcnfes, and his country 
^ain be placed between them, ih^ 
could not, judging by her own feel- 
ings, be furprifed that her fair cou- 
iin refufed to make one of the hap- 
py party who were to aflemble at 
Caftle-Strange, but contented herfelf 
with a promife that Lady Heartfield. 

and 
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^and her dear mother would viCit 
them the enfuitig funimer ; at which 
time flie trufted her run-away cou- 
fin would be reftoredto them. 



The farally of Lady Cecilia For- 
tefcue now removed to Portman- 
fijuare, preparatory to the wedding 
^f her daughter; and, according to the 
arrangement made, that Alicia ihould 
-continue to refide with her beloved 
frien'^s, (he made one of the party 
* in the houfe of the amiable Fortcf- 
cue ; to which his mother removed, 

having for fome years refigned the 
London refidence to her fon. 

* 
It was the wi(h both of Doriog- 

field 
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field and her Ladylhip, that their 
lovely ward ihould be knovrn la the 
world as* the daughter of the Mar- 
quis of Defmond ; and, to make 
this circumflance the more public, 
V they thought Alicia fhould immedi* 
ately be prefented at the drawing* 
room. The Countefs of Ormington^ 
prior to their leaving Derbyflure^ 
had offered to come to London for 
the purpofe of introducing her love* 
ly injured niece at St. James's. But 
this plan was reje<Jied by Lady Heart- 
field with more than her ufual firm- 
nefs, who poiitively declared no- 
thing (hould induce her to appear in 
the circles of the world until, by the 
reftcration of her tranquillity in the 

return 
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TOtuni of Lord Ormington^ (he had 
a motive which would induce her to 
<juit her prefent plan of retirement. 

Mr. Fortefcue had now conftant 
opportunities of witneffing the thou- 
fand excellencies which marked the 
condud: of our heroine; and the 
uncomplaining fweetnefs with which 
fhe ftrove to fupport the feparation 
from his happy rival, only ferved to 
augment his difmterefted afFedion 
for the filent interefting fufFeren 
He gave up all his time to the 
friendly endeavour of contributing 
to her amufement. One morning 
that he was reading to her, a very 
eminent phyfician, who was on, a 

footing 



\ 
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footing of intimacy with the familjTy 
had made them a call. The anxious 
Fortefcue beheld with forrow and 
furprife that he regarded the coun- 
tenance of his fair coufin with ap- 
prehenfive kindnefs, and requ^ed 
petmiffion to feel her pulfe ; which 
having been granted, he fadd, " In- 
deed, fair lady, you have much 
need of my affiftancej and I give 
you warning, you will find me a 
daily vifitor at this houfe till I fee my 
prefcriptio|as have removed all thofc 
fymptoms I diflike about you.*' 

Alicia fweetly thanked him, and 
promifed to obey the injundions he 
would have the goodnefs to* favour 

3 her 
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her with— ^ while the heftic glow at 
her cheek Was heightened, at hav- 
lag the Tifible languor which pteyed 
on her conflitution noticed by thofe 
friends, front whom it had been hef 
moft anxious wifli to hide the grief 
which tankered at her heart. 

Fortefctie followed Dn Montague 
when he quitted the drawing-room, 
and eagerly demanded what had oc-* 
cafibned fuch an alarm refpe^ting the 
health of Lady Heartfiel4. ** To 
confefs the truth," replied the friet^ 
ly phyfician, *' I much fear her La-* 
dylhip is rapidly advancing in a de^ 
cline; which, if not immediately 
attended to, will, 1 dread, terminate. 

voLt III, M her 
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her life/* " Impoffible !'' exclaimea 
the terrified Fortefcuc. *-My dear Sir, 
you did not furely behold the beau- 
tiful glow of her x:heeks ; which, 1 
truft, renders your fears without 
foundation." — " It is that very co- 
lour which mod alarms ir^e/' replied 
his more ikilful friend, who was fa- 
miliarifed with difeafe and death ; 
•* J am convinced fome fecret forrow 
agitates her mind, and this^ if poifi- 
ble, ihould be removed, or I much 
£ear it wiU not be in the power of 
medicine to fave this interefting 
young creature from the grave. 
However, no attention on my fwirt 
fliall be omitted, and we wiU yet 
hope for the beft/' 

Fortcfcue 
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iFdrtcfcue for a InoJntnt remained 
Ulent ; then taking Ihe hand of the 
friendly Do^Sior, he coajured him to 
lift ei^ry endeavour to fave a life.fo 
valuable to her friends ; telling hin)^ 
a plan had juft ftruok him by v^hicS 
he trufted the uneafinefs [which prey* 
«d on the heart <>{ his coufla might 
yet be removed; an event whic^ 
would do more ia reftoring her loft 
liealth^ than ;th/8 urt oi medicine 
could accompliib. They then fepa* 
rated ; and this difinterefted young 
man repaired to the dreffing-room of 
his mother, to whom he difclofed 
the 2(ppreheniioii|B of Dr. Montague, 
and his own conjectures, that it wag 
the ^unaccountable abfence of Lord 
V ' M 2 OrnuHgtoa 
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Ormmglon which thus preyed on 
the mind of thcu: belo«red intolidi 
idecIariQg bit dtterminatioa to fct 
off immediateljr lo pur6iit of his 
head-ftrong rekdoo, and reprcfent 
to him the prefent iituaitioii of did 
tmcopnplaining vlAim of his rafk 
tmpetuofity^ who, he now for the 
ta& time adcnowiedged to his oio* 
ther^ waa dearer to him than exift** 
ence : but that, tenderly a« h« loved 
her, the certainty of having been ae- 
ceffary tp the reft oration of her peace, 
hy having it in his power to give 
her back the envied objedl of her 
ftffedionsi: was all the happiness hi 
deilred 

■ t 

* • 
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^ My npU^, generous Charles l" 
cxd^naeti th« exulting mother^ 
** how will you difcover the retreat 
of Lord Ormington? You know 
the letters which have been already 
forwarded to hina at the different 
bimkers in the towns we have fup- 
ppfed itr moil likely he has pafTed 
through, W.e 9XQ informed by their 
correfpondents, ftill lie at the places 
to which - they i»ye b^eti directed ;; 
£b tital: k is mere than lijiielyi Henry. 
U Y$t ignprant of the ch^gs whicb 
^ i^> tak(^a> place in tht (itu^tion of 
bis^^ <x>{ifii|. . -And |fto\» h k poSM& 
that yoiH wjt}iout uny due by whi^ 
tpvtr^^iim^ ihotild be flkore fuoti^ 
£bI thto our oihef endeavoais h^xof 
; M 3 bee» 
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been to reftorc him to happihefs? 
But go, my deareft fon/' (he con- 
tinued; tears of deliglit ftarting in 
ber eye at a condud fo nobty difin^-- 
terefted : ** never was a journey un- 
dertaken from more truly honour* 
ablfe motives ; and' I truft yours wilf 
be as fortunate as your generous 
feearf Afriflies and expeCk*.** <»' "^p'^"' 

•* It has juft occurftd to' Me, wf 
dear mother, that Henry 4k.goile to 
Switzerland, to which ck)Untry f 
have often heard him eftp^ifs ^ 
great degree of par^lity ; - tod it is 

probable he has retired to feme fe- 
diifion in that neighbourhood) of 
which I know he Is an enthufiafi^ 

admirer. 



adtoirer. Thofedifpatches which have 
been forwarded to him have been, I 
think, addreffed to Paris> Rome, and 
Naples; and I have yet flattering 
hopes of being the inftrument of 
peace to the only woman. who ,has 
y:et made me feel I have • a^ Ijp^rt^ 
This very evening I will put my 
defiga in execution/* 

Never was a jonmey undertaken 
or executed with more expedition. 
Lady Cecilia imparted to Alicia the 

* 

generous defign of her fon j and the 
unbounded generofity and afFedion, 
fa manifeft in his proceedings^ 
poured the balm of hope into her 
heart, and made the time pafs in all 

M 4 the 
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the pleafiires of expectation* But 
die agitation of her fpirits was more 
than her tender frame could fup* 
porty and fhe appeared to her anxi« 
ous friends in a moft alarming ftate 
of health. Afs's milk wa$ ordered^ 
atid a journey to the mild eoaft of 
Devon propofed; which was onlj 
retarded till feme intelligence could 
reach them from their kind am- 
baflador, who had reached Switzer- 
land with all the expedition the dt^ 
lay of travelling would admit 

On his arrival at Geneva, Foitcf* 
cue fought amongft the Englifli re- 
fident at that charming place his 
unfortunate friend j and at length 

had 
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ing, a gentlenun who fthft?cr«fl the 
defcription given had taken a fmall 
ttHttj^ Oft Ae bordfira of 'tbe:L«ke; 
And folljEwing; the <Mrtdioai ^vte, 
l^e iitomediatiely took th« iropd pMOtf- 

«d out , . ,; 

< Before h€ had twtAtd th0 UlRli? 
caradife to which he had be^n ^« 
«e<aed, he hnr . a m«o,raclimog cA 
the baiiks of iheLake, a dog '♦ratchi 
ing by hU fide. lOn Ms nearer aJJ- 
proach, the fsuthful fpaniel flew to* 
^ani$ his old acqaaiptatscfi, and hi$ 
teiJd eKpraflidft^. of ^07 M kngtH 
j^f^icd the tttemioli .of his maileik 

M 5, ^ whofc* 






whofe hand was now feizedby his 
noble-minded coufin. 

: •< Ormington, my dear friend !*' 
cried he^ "'I have then at length 
'been fortunate enough to difcover 
you 1 And the facrifice my heart 
has made to fecure the 4)eace of my 
fiiehd, is crowned with foccds.'* 
The half-diftra^ked Ortnington was 
(6r fome moments^ rmdered incapaf- 
We of utterance by tbe vioknceof 
his emotions, and hk altered ap« 
pearance too plainly evinced tht 
iigony of his heart : but at length 
he exclaimed, ** Tell me, my ideaf 
Forteicue^ what it is that has brought 

• yoUk 
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you to the undone Ormington, and 
of what nature is the facrifice you 
advert toJ' 



*^ Hcnry^ I . adore your innocent • 
Alicia, who is reduced to the gates 
of death by the cruelty. of your con- 
duct ; and to* fave a life fo precious 
to all, J followed to. reftore to you 
the bleffing your own precipitance 
has fo nearly loft for ever/' At thefe 
words, the agitated Earl would have . 
difengaged himfelf front the hold of 
Fortefcue^ , who, now' that he had 
once difco3?ered him, was . deter-^ 
mined never to. let him a moment 
fcom his fight; till all was fully ex?, 
plained. 

m6* Seeing: 
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Seeing he was yet madly kicre- 
dolous to the tidings of his own re- 
turning peace, he continued in the 
moft energetic manner to remon- 
ftrate— ** What ?" cried he, '* muft I 
overcotae the paflion which con- 
fumes me, and you, the happy mor- 
tal fhe honours with her invaluable 
aSe^ions, rejed her ? Ah, yet are 
you the vidim of the blacked de- 
ception, which has nearly deftroyed 
your amiable Alicia ^ the moft inno- 
cent and exalted of her fex : and if 
you refufe inftantly to return with 
me, you will have the horror of 
knowing yourfelf to be the tnuv- 
4 derer of the moft angelic being which 
ever yet bore the ftamp of mortality/' 

He 
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He thett explained to the now 
delighted Eart^ the whole particulairs 
of the black calumny which had 
been fo fortunately difcovered, and 
aflured him^ in the nam^ of his ido^ 
Mzed coulxn, a full pardon for his 
unjuft fufpiclons. When compofure 
was in fome degree reftored, they 
determined on immeAiately return- 
ing to that eountry which contained 
the fole treafure of Lord Orming- 
ton*s heart, his ftill and ever 
adored Alicia ! deprived of whom^ 

4 

he was faft fmking into all the 
depths of the moft profound me« 
lancholy. For to exift, deprived of 

the fweet objed); of his ardent paA 

fion^ 
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fion, it was plaia from his altered' 
oouDtenance, could not loDg have 
been the cafe : and nearly as fooa 
as the letter could have reached the 
family in Portman-fquarc, the tra-i 
vellers had reached th^ door of Mr^ 
Eortcfcue's houfc. 

This klndeft of - all friends^ witk. 

the confideration which marked his 

» 

conduct in every circumftance where 
the happinefs of Alicia was concern- 
ed, made him dr<ead'the effeds of 
fuch an uncxpeded furprife, until 
feme precautions had prepared the 
amiable girl for an interview fo de* 
fired. He. almoft fo]y:ed the imp^f 

tuous. 
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tuous Onningtbn into his ftudy,- 
there to wait the difclofure of lii» 
arrival being made baown to Lady» 
Heartfidd^. 

It was* with infinite delight th© 
gentleman received the intelligence,* 
Aat Doringfield was at that moment? 
atdmner with tha Ladies, (he hav-* 
ing come to town fome days beforof 
to perforror the ceremony* which; 
united the lovely Olivia t© her'ami-i 
able lover,) and that^ Lord and Ladyj 
Rufboroogh had immediately after 
kft town on their ^ return to Irelaokdj 

Fearful of alarming the little party 
by his unexpe^ed arrival| Forielcue 

wrote 
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wr6te a few lines to Mr. D(»u^ 
field, requeuing his attendance m 
the library^ without his mentiojiiiig 
to any bodj from whom Ma fum- 
mons came. The moment he could 
difengage himfelf, he flew to the 
impatient friends : but on perceiving 
the grief^wOra coudtfed^nce of hb 
belotred pupil, he fta^td with fyr^ 
prife; his fine face was abforbed with^ 
a cloud of reproach, which the con* 
icioufnefs of his own c6ndu£t had 
inflided ; and he receiTcd the aSte«* 
tronate welcome of hh friendd with 
tears of repentance and contritidfi' 
trickling over his pale cheeks*. 

When his fpeech ttvb rdlored, he 

eagerly 
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eagerly inquired for his Alicia ; and 
the plaintive tones of his voice added 
to the intereft Doringfield felt for 
his dear pupil j and affe<Qionatel)r 
taking his hand^ he cried^ " Our 
lovely friend is certainly in a very 
bad fiate of health; but I truH the fo 
ardently defired fight of your Lord^ 
flMp will y«t reftors her to out 

'^ Oh ! my generous friend, hdm 
truly kind is this bleft aflfurailc^) that 
I may yet hope for the pardon of 
jcy injured love ! And you, my 
Hnd Dorii^field, by this unexpefk^^ 
cd goodneis, are heaping coals of fhre 
mn my head, for having ever dared 

to 



to harbour a furmife injurious to th^^ 
purity of my adored Alicia, or 
the honour of' my ineftimabk, my 
revered Doringfield, God will, I 
truft, in hi« mercy, pardon the fin* 
of my mother; but I feel that at 
prcfent I coiildi not fupport the figbfc 
^t .orie7w.ho\h€id.hearly ifleftroycd/ys 
bothy and the secolle£kion of whofo; 
conduct fnakes me tremble ^at th^ 
thoughts of again beholding the 
only obje<^ which makes life de-^ 
firable.'' 



Fortefcue now took meatfures ta 
kiform his mother of his return, ^nd 
t^e fortunate termination of Im 
Ibacch*. Tl^s intelligence was re^ 

ceived; 
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ceived with the greateft fatisfadion t 
but (he yet trembled for the life of 
her beloved charge ; and, after hav^ 
ing prevailed on her to lie down^ 
her Ladyfhip haftened to join hec 
nephew. She received the penitent: 
lovier with affedion ; but did" not 
hide from him the dkngdr ih «vMch» 
Ihe Jho«glit 'liis -AK^s ^hoM 'hei?» 
fears- tola her nothing; biit a miracle 
fcould-fafei'*" . '' ' ' 

... ., • • 

*- - i : * i I . • • . . i * ; ^ *. 

The diftraded Ormington woutd 
inftantly have flown to the apartment 
which "contained his drooping love^ 
btit was warned b jr his more coJ* 
le^ed aunt* ^ Such a proceeding 
would infallibly be the immediate 

death 
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death of Lady Heartficld, who wa» 
rendered too vr eak by illnefs to fup* 
port fo fuddea a tranfition from de«^ 
ijpair to unlooked-for happineis« But 
,the kind-hearted Lady Cecilia, feeing 
the effed; this intelligence had oa the 
countenance of hid Lordihip, pro** 
jnifed^ if he thought he could coxvft 
tdn his f motiQiifSi ihe woiild ioiulgiL 
him with a fight of her fair patieat 
unobferved by her, who was th«| 
reclining on a fofa in the drawings 
roonu . -^^ 



4. « 



The impatient Hau7v4muig pro* 
Dalfisd all that wa$ a&^ o^^ hioiy W^ 
Ipljtced ia an ou^r apartnpi^p^ Wl^^^ 
opened «4tk iol^m^ g\^i ^oqbis to* 
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tlie one wherein he beheld the lovcff 
objefit-of iail hh thoughts. One 
white hand fupported her head, while 
the other was carelcfely thrown on 
the tabk before her in a ftate of lift- 
lels inadion% 

Lady Cecilia and Doringfield cn^ 
tered together. The former took her 
work-boxjfrom which fhe drcwfome 
netting; but her manner was fo agi- 
tated and- unquiet as not to efcapc 
Ihe notice of Lady Heartfield, who 
iweetly faid, taking her hand as fhe 
ipoke^ *^ Tell me, my dear madam, 
what it is that has occurred to occa* 
fion thefe unpleafing fenfations which 
I at this moment behold difturb you i 

and 



aad do not fear my fortitude la any 
trial I may yet have to undergo*'' 

** No^ my love^ I am not «neafy ; 
it is pleafure that now bppreSes me; 
and the fear that you will be unable 
to fupport with your accuftomed 
CalmneiB the traniition from forrOw 
to delight, this is the occasion of my 
want of firm nefs on the prefent de» 
lightful occaHon. Alicia, our Or- 
mington is reilored to us, and eager 
to fold you to his faithful bofpm : 
will you refufe pardo% t^ ; the peni- 
tent and yet loved OrnuBigtoii T' 



: i 



Alicia was now unable to reply ; 
ber boaded compofure had fled, and 

flie 



Ihe fainted in the arms of Lady Cc* 
eilia as fh€ fofUy whifpered, "Ohi 
kt me once more behold my Henry !** 
Her filver voice juft penetrated to hU 
ear : he was irrefolute whether xo 
«nter or not ; but hope at length pre- 
vailed over timidity, and he was once 
more in the prefehce of his injured 
love, and received into his extended 
jtrms the fragile objed of his iadora* 
tion. 



In his warm embrace, the faded 
rofe again returned to its banifhed 
ftation, the fparkling ray of pleafurc 
adorned her features, and the rich 
fufFufion of love and joy animated 

her countenance as her fweet eyes 

opened 
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t)pened en* the KtelUremendxered 
Countenance of Lord OrmsngtDB. 
** Forgive, my adored lovcT*' ke 
cned, ** the prefumption of a maa 
(who can no longer exift without b«« 
holding you ! Ah, fay, can tbofeien- 
timents with which I once was ho- 
noured be effaced ? 1$ there dien no 
pleader in a heart which was acknow- 
ledged mine by every tie of fympa.** 
thy, to intercede for my headftrong 
folly ? Hear me, thou foul of all my 
hopes <^ and wifhes, and pardon the 
madnefs of a lover urged by the 
phrenfy of the moment ; for never 
will I again profane thy angel purity 
by doubt ! Oh, pity and forgive a 
wretch who fhould have known you 

incapable 



V 
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todapable of perfidyj reftofc mi hf 
one gracjous fmile, one bleft aflur* 
ance of the delightful certainty, that^ 
in fpite of my folly, I yet am dear 
to her who reigns triumphaqt in my 
faithful breaft !" 

Lady H6artfield now raifed he* 
bluihing face from his arm, on which 
the yet reclined ; and, looking on 
him, a fmile of ineffable fweetnefs ar-r 
rayed her countenance, a beam of de* 
light brightened her tearful eye ; and^ 
extending her lovely hand, fhe took 
one of his with an inexprellible grace^ 
which diminiflied not that rtiodeft 
dignity infeparable from all her ac- 
tions; and prefling it with tendert^efs 
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to her heart, (he cried, ** Receiive 
once more, moft amiable, moft be- 
loved of men, the faithful vows of 
your own Alicia ; they are yours by 
merit and by right: I di/claim aH 
deceit and afiedatioh, and confefs it 
is not in my power to difpofrefs my 
beloved coufin of the heart which 
is £b unalienably his own for ever/' 

** Thou art once more my wife, 
my idolized Alicia ! Oh, happieft mo- 
ment of relenting fate! propitious 
founds of promifed blifs breathed 
from thy generous, ali-petfuafivc 

iipsr 

* 

After fbme moments paiTed In rap* 

tare, 
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tutc, ifte grateful Lady IfcaTtficld 
cxprefled the obUgauons fo forcibly 
feh: for the in^xpreffible kindttefe of 
Fortefctic* Her eyes fp^kling with 
animated pkafure, (he faid^ ** Thofe 

» 

fcntiments which occafioaed the al* 
tefation in my health, no longer cjfc* 
ift ; arid, with the Weffing of Hea* 
ven, I now truft I fliall yet live to 
recompenfe my kind, ray tender 
friends, for their exceffive indul- ^ 
gence to their till now hcart''broKea 
-Alicia." - if . ' 

The unr^proaching Lady Hearts 
field had, by her uncomplaining 
fweetnefs, excited more remorfe ia 
the brcaft of her lover than any comr 

IT 2 plsunta 
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plaints could have done. She pei^ 
ceived this effedl, and ilrove by un- 
ufual exertions to banifli the reflec- 
tion of her rllfiefs from his mind, 
and reftore him to his ufiul fpirits. 
•* My dear Lord/* (he faid, feeing 
that her kind exertions had as yet 
failed to enliven him, " why is it 
you do not appear to (hare in the 
joy your return has occafioned ? In- 
deed, I am almoft tempted/* added 
Ae, Sweetly fmiling^, V to be jealous 
of myfel^ and to believe I was more 
agreeable to you when we laft met 
by moonlight xhan I am at prefent. 
Tell me truly, my dear coudn, have 
i a-Swifs rival ?'' In a mometil (he 

sefieded this little. fally mi^jht cari^ 

the 



die appearance of reproach j and (he 
fbftly added, " But your prefence, 
aqd the care of our kind aunt, will 
foon reftore whatever good looks I 
might at that time pofTefs, as 1 have 
again a motive for wiflbing to appear 
in your eyes as attradive as ever/* 

The Earl felt all the generofity of 
her behaviour; and, overwhelmed 
with the noblenefe of that conduct 
which fo truly marked the delicate 
and tender afiedion ihe yet cherifhed 
for him, could only prefs her to his 

heart in filent admiration, as the re« 
colledlion of that evening on which 
they laft had parted brought back all 
the fubfequent hours of mifery he 

N 3 had 



had crndtrgoae. The delig^ ti 
hope made the Ilappy p^rty perceive 
fiiat love would bring about a xeftor- 
ation to heahh and happioefsy which 
the art c^ medicine could not eScQL. 
For that evening, the flambeau ti 
life appeared again rekindled^ and 
promifed to light them on to future 
felicity. Joy ffaohe in the eyeaof Lady 
Heartfield a$ they refted on all moft 
dear to her, now collected round the 
cheerful firefide of Lady<Z!ecllia?; and 
even Fortefcue forgot his own difapi* 
pointment, while contemplating the 
felicity of his tcnderlybelovedfrieads. 

Alicia, ever anxious to fulfil each 
•duty allotted to her, hinted to Lord 

Ormingtoa 



Ormlngtoa it wouW be proper he 
fliould fee bis mother, who was now 
^a ^inxious for their union taking 
place, as the idea had once been dif- 
pleafing to her.. " Yes, my love, I 
will, at your requeft, fee her;, but,'* 
continued he, fixing his eyes tenderly 
0n her, ** when the interview is to 
take place depends upop my Alicia ; 
for never till the moment which gives 
me % right to the title of your hu:l^^ 
band will I behold that parent who, 
from motiviss fo difgraceful to hejr 
ifex, would for ever haye deftroyed 
the happineCs of her (on, and facri- 
^ced to her unce^fing ^njiution thp 
gentle obje(^ of histenddrnefsj who, 
had fhe been portionlefs and un- 

n'4 known,. 






\ 
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known, wouM at this moment have 
continued the viiiHm of calumn)rari\i 
deception. It is only my angel wife 
who can reftore an' injured fon to 
th? mother who would fo cruelty 
have wronged him, 



n 

>• 



His Lordihip had too many a^ 
Vocates in the houfe of his aum to 
make him dread a refufal of h!s res 
queft J and the breaft of his lovely 
coufm not being callous to the en^ 
treaties of the objedt of her acknowv 
ledged tendernefs, before they partdd 
?or the night, the next day but otic 
had ' been named for a ceremony 
which wo»kJ \mite them for ever.' 



. • 



At 
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At the appointed hour, the mai:»- 
riage took pla<:e in the drawing-roorn i 
at Fortefcue's-houfe, whb adted as 
father rpn tho- occafDon* Lady Cecilia 
and tht now tranfcendently happy 
Doringfieki wbh- tears of rapture 
congratulated thsj^amiahle pair, and ^ 
uttered a filent prayer r to the Al^ 
mighty that their . happiiiefk may be 
as uninterrupted aa their virtues were 
cenfpicuousi The idolizing hufband -. 
could not be prevailed on to leave 
,hi? Alicia even for^a 'few days ; and ! 
a. letter was fubftituted tO'theOow^ 
ager - Countefs inftead of the vifit 
from her fon^* as his fair bride was - 
not yet fufficieatly recovered for 
journey ta. Bellevue : but Doring*- 

N-5., - fieldy.. 
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fidd, ivfio was under itiie ocodBSity 
of retunuDg homei was.theJBfft nbo 
anaouncod the arrii^l of hb Lordt 
ihip in England ; and alfo conveyed 
to the caftle the information of the 
now £o ardently defir^ mai^riagie 
iiairing taken place. 

Her Ladyfhip, immediateTy oa 
receiving the welcome inteUigenc^ 
fet off for London, to exprefs in peiv 
fon her joy on the occafion. The 
littlerLydia was made the compinidi^ 
of her journey, who was tranfporte^ 
at the idea of once niore feeing he£ 
firft and ever tenderly beloved protect 
treis : nor did the amiable Copnte^ 
receive her former favourite with lefs. 
2. affeiUon 



( ^7s r 

u&€don for having b^nthe innocenl:' 
caufe of all her fbrrows^ bu( through 
life evinced towards her: the tender- 
nefs of the moiliaffedionate parent*. 

Xhe healtH' of, Alicia being now 

« 

nearly reftored, by the bleffingofa^ 
mind at eafe, and not a. wiih ungra^ 
tifiedi (be recovered her former love- 
Mneis. and confented to the wiihes 
@f her friends, who were eager (he 
ihould be prefented to a world in< 
which (be was formed to ihine.. 
Some circumftances of her having: 
been brought up in obfcurity. had- 
tranfpircd, and of courfe the public: 
curiofity had been in fome degree - 
excited J but, owing to thd reconci- 

H.6^ liation: 
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Kation between Lord Of mington and 
hk mother, nothing which coutd in- 
the fmalleft degree caft a refleSdoa 
on her Ladyfh^*8 charaSer had 
gained credit; and very fplendid 

« 

preparations were making for the 
brides appearance at St. James^, 
where fhe was to be introduced by 
the Dowager Gountefs, Butj as- her 
conffitutibn was dill 'too delicate to 
beaf the fetigues of London diffipst- 
tion, fhe requefted her Lord to in- 
dulge her by goihg immediately after 
the ceremony of their prefentation to 
Bellfevue cattle, which Lady Orming- 
"ton had' refigned^to her fon, a:ftd 
where for fome months they pfo- 
* aHcd' themfdws the felicUy-^^ *c 

uointec-** 
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nmnterrupted fociety of each- othcr^ 
Aeir beloved Lady Cecilia, and its- 
vcred Doringfield; who, bleffed in 
the happinefs of his Alicia and her 
Lord^ forgot hia own mortification 
iti* having^ fueh a wife as that im- 
worthy woman- who bore his naixie; 
and who, overwhelmed with moF- 
tification, bad on quitting the par- 
fonage fought an lafyluov in ihe hoiife - 
of Sir Gra»by Darcy^ whofa Lady 
had* for-fome time been the fubjeft . 
-of- much coaverfation,. as her con- 
* du<3:^ and-that of^a^.young. nobl^smaia . 
who wasthe great friend of hfir.hjtf.^ 

- band^ had ^ven-more reafon thao^ii. 
always the cafe for the good-naturid ' 

- i|»i^uro8 of th« world« . But as the. 

intiawcy^ 



intiinacy fubiiftiDg betweea Xadf 
Darcy and Lord WiliiAm. Montert^ 
lulle waa fandioned by the hufband,. 
who flill continued to drive his Lord- 
(hip through the garks in his pur- 
ride, and lounge on his arm up and' 
down Bond-flreet, the remarks are: 
as yet confined to the whifpers of 
their friends^ and xnnuendos in the 
morning gapers; which would^ 
equally h^ye fulced half a doz^, 
other fafhionable huibands as Sir^ 
Granby Darcy,, who for fome time: 
longer was the dupe to the fafeloat-- 
iikg arts of his unworthy* wife. Butr 
^e^veil in the courfe of a few months- 
was- torn from the eyes of the dif- 
llonoured; huibandy and a divorce- 

config;icd! 
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cofifigned her JL^dyihip to difgracr;: 
aodobicurity* 

The following letter from Lady 
Ormington will fpeak. the fentimenta^ 
of gratitude and afFedion with which^ 
her amiable heart continued to re« 
gard that worthy and excellent man,. 
who had fi>. vnifiymly treated her^ 
rwjlth the tendernefs of the moll anx^ 
ious parent, and whom,^ during life^. 
jQhe nevec ceafed to regard with thcb 
duty and reverence of a daughten 

''^ The Couhtefs of Ormihgjon to the- 
Kev. John Doringfield*. 



Grofvenor-fquare, June the lil. 

^ Another week, (faid I^ and we- 

are 



( zBo y 

arc on our road to Bellevue; but 
when this flattering hop? efcaped my 
heart, I flew to my Heory, and it took 
the form oi, certainty. Alas ! how 
little had I profited by the pbilofcH 
phic leflbns of wifdom and experi- 
cnce, thofe^ fweet inftruSEions * in . 
which the kindeft of all guardians, 
Ras taught me, that the paft'only is > 
.certain, the prefeht precarious^ and ^ 

the future altogether unktiown ! 

_ ft 

Yes, every one of thefe'leflbhs muft: 
have been forgot, when, id tlie pfjK 
ii^mption of my.elated.imaginaliq^^ 
J dared to^tell my .beloved ^Mp. Do-. 
tingfield^that 1 fhould Jbe To very {ooft^n 
If flQre^ tQ his fociety. The blefling ii . 



W '. 
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not put off, if is only deferred j ho% 
even this delay is more than the pa«- 
tience of your Alicia can very 
gracefully fupport. I knew nothing 
of it laft night; it was only this morn^p 
ing, as we were at breakfaft, thai 
my Ormington informed me, bull* 
nefs would detain him a fortnight 
longer in town ; nor can I murmur 
at any circumftance which does not 
^Jeprive me of the fociety of him, in 
whofe prefence alone I exift; ^nd 
liaye I not vowed obedience at the 
very moment when I exchanged a 

ftate of comfort for one of exquidte 
felicity ? 

** Ah, gracious Providence, when 

I think 
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Id^pk of hh mibounded love^ ktk 
unbounded gotierofity^ every vo99f 
that I have o^adc to hitn ' W a geq^ 
lidded ta my oreafure of hfippiaeft^ 
«he preiemtioQ c^ which wUl ever 
be dearer to me in proportioa to 
the rich «ftimatioa in whkh I hM 

^ How dfifightfxilfy ilp Fe ^oir 
^ead our time I fbr^ dot liaviog yejt 
appeared at St. Jam^V, we ai:e fhut 
i)ut from ei^ery body but our n«are|b 

connections I wonder people can 

* 

iie fo diftraAed after the worM, whep 
I find fo much more fatisf^tdion U}l 
beirf^ excluded from it. My ap- 
ftearance oii the birth*day, I am told 

by 
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hyps^Y moitier-iQ-l^^s ijl tabe fpki^. 
idid beyoiKi ^U e^^ample ; but 1 4o not 
know ia inihat my fpka^our m» tq» 
coafift# Liidf Ce<a£a axui luer La<» 
dyfhip have taken it on them(^lveB» 
I fe^ it wiil be a terrible penance ;, 
but there is no method of avoiding 
hi qt hoV 'gladly (hould I make m^ 
eicape! Suselyitid an awful thing 
to be ftat^d otit of 4^uotienance» 
livhether it be to approvp or coHf 
demn* > 

« 

/^^My dear Lord is juft returned 
from the levee. If I do not go to 
iiim this moment, I ihall hear my« 
ftlf called on, and perhaps be Chid*- 
dea for lingiering^ How flattering^ 

how 
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how fweet are fuch chidtngs wheft 
love aflTumes the language of ai^^ 
to make 'itfelf more fully cot&fK^ 
headed by his happy frife V* . 

Lady Cecilia Forteicue'wntes^ 

• . . • t; . • . 

^* Alio*? me, my, dear Alicia, to 
ipform cur worthy and revered 
friend he has only beea dreaming of 
^appinefs, i^hlle* I have been feafted 
on the reality, in beholding )the tri- 
umph of righteous honour over un- 
righteous (Iratagem ; of angel inno- 
cence over infernal gaiit : it was the 
triumph of our meek Alicia over 
the foes of her virtues. My eyes 
areiUlI fparkling from t^e joy. with 

which 
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^Whiah ;I partook of the jnonifica* 
tion of that Jittle ini3^mficant Ladf 
©arcy, who is, if I am not much 
^iftaken, together with othirs who 
xjxu&^now be namelefsy keeping Lent 
after their Carnivai I Ihall expert 
that, you, my good friend, would be 
diflatiBfied with the teut enfcmble. 
I fhall therefore, without defcending 
to the minutiae, of things, hold yp 
for your infpedion the moft ftriking 
features- of an admirable pidure re- 
prefenting modern times and modern 
mani>ei5. All that I know about 
the Count eft *s drefs (for I fcarcely 
looked at. any thing but her foul- 
' beaniing countenance) was, fhat the 
-.diamonds, which iDight be laid tearly 

to 
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tD cbver every part of k, had aa cxf. 
ceWent envy-creating effeft on cithers, 
though it produced no fytoptoms of 
Vanity in the wearer. Ormington's 

« 

^yes were fixed on her face : I can- 
not tell yoti with wh« rapture he 
gazed on her : and he met me at the 
door of the drelfmg-room, as I went 
to Grolvenor-fquare early, on pur* 
pofc to be the firft of the affemblfcd 
family who were to proceed to Saint 
James's. Drawing me into the room 
by both my hands — ^'^Come here, 
my dear aunt," faid he, ** look at 
my Alicia, and tell me, did you ever 
behold fuch an angel as nature and 
my mother have made of her ?*' — 
** An angel, indeed !'* cried 1, ftruck 

1 

with 
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i^ith 33 imicli fui|)rife as if this ha[d 
l>ee0 the firft time I had ever bekeld 
ha: lovely form, ^* and it is v^ell 
there, are not many fuch, or I fear 
they woidd be fadly worried by 
thofe of thehr own fex, who are ii) 
ihe^ run of hature's c<jmmon pro* 
dua^ons.'' ** For tny part," faicj 
the delighted hufband^ " I hardly 
know hpw to fijpport my unCom« 
mon gcH)d fortune. Oh ! Lady Ge^ 
cilia, teach, inftj'uSt me how to 
merit my trantfcendent happiness/* 

" Thefe tranfports were more grati- 
fying to his lovely wife, than all the 
fine things which were addrefled to 
ker in the whole coiirfe 6f her e3^ 

hibition, 
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hibltioni or there is no inttUigeoc^ 
m eyeS) neither i$ the language of a 
fmite to be tranilated. '* T^e eflf 
your 'glove, my love, that we may fee 
how your hand will agre^ with the 
reft of your appearance.'* She did 
as defircd. ** It will do .very well/*, 
added his Xordflbip, ** The Queen 
has a white hand, ^nd 1 fhould hate 
to fee it contrafted by that belongs 
ing to my wife/' . " But you forget^ 
my dear Lord," fald I, " our Alicia 
is not to kifs hands, but is inutled to 
the royal falute on her cheek. " 

9 
* I "" <• 

1 

**'The Dowager here made her enr 
trance, and the bride was handed to 
her faperb chair through a crowd of 

perfpns 
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ptsf&aB iHrTM>m the ibrvants had 
afleittbted ift th« h^l to get a gUmpfe 
at their lovely Lady ^ v^hD wkh the 
gitateft idotbiefe fteod foine <too<*- 
£(ietits tb gtfttlfy a curiofity fo hi^hljr 
MM. Wheb We reached the Rbjal 
df^wing^room^ Lady Ormingtoa was 
a gdod deal fHghtengd ; but we were 
fo early Ihat the circle was not 
iSfbwdfed, and we fbund ourftlres 
plated tiibre 6odimodid»fl7 than it 
is generally otiei*6 fate t« bd on a 
birth-day. 

" I did not look To much at Alicia 
whilft the Gounteffi prefented her, as 
at the faces bf Ihbfe whd farroutid*- 

ed the^«* It k en th# coumeiiafiice 

* 

VOL. III. o ' that 
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that I ezped to fee the effe£U of the 
paffions i for, if the foul cannot throw 
itfdf all into the face, yet there is 
no finall part of it to be feen there ; 
all fort8 of uncharitablenefs were 
fjpeaking vifibly. in the fcrewed-up 
features of the Countefs of Gifford ; 
their natural acidity a good deal 
more acid than common ; nor were 
the faces of Lady Georgina Craw- 
ford and her fifters lefs intelligible 
in the filent expreflions of envy, ha- 
tred, and malice. Sounds are un- 
certain, but the language of the face 
is fixed. Dignity, fenfe, kindnefs, 
and fenfibilicy, were the holiday 
clothes in whieh nature decked the 
countenance - of Alicia. Art fpread 

her 
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her meritricious garb over the fea- 
tures of her own fair pupils. No^ 
thing is fweeter than nature, no- 
thing more naufeous then afTedation* 

*• The ftriiflures I have been mak« 
ing, are my own private obfervationsj 
had I been a lefs curious fpe£tator^ 
liftened only to the fine fpeeches, 
feen only the ikin-deep fmiles 
that were lavifhed on the lovely 

Countefs, I might have been led Jnlto 
the ftrange error, of fuppofing her 
beauty and merit had made friends 
of all. I fhould think this kind of 
concealed emotion muft be borne 
with as much trouble, as a tight 
(hoe on the foot of a gouty perfon. 

2 •^ Lady 



\ 
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^ Lady Darcy was not amongft 
the lad to pay her compUmeal^ lo 
Lady Ormington, who received her 
advances with cold civility. The 
bride was recdved with particular 
attention by their Majefties ; I was 
not in hearing of what was faid by 
them of the lovely Alieia. It was a 
bluih of delight j the Coyntefs looked 
pleafed; and many who were aot 
equally charmed with the fjpedade 
very much otherwife^ 

^^ I collected all thefe wife obferva* 
tions at a tranfient glance^ my ftock 
of attention being differently en- 
gaged by a converfation between 
two ladies who flood behind me, 
S that 
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that I could mifs nothing of what 
they were faying. " Who is that 
beautiful woman fo covered with 
diamonds ?" " Oh, (he is one of your 
lucky adventureffes," replied the 
other. *' You know her then." 
*' Know her!" retorted the other, 
" why every body who is able to 
read a newfpaper, mufl have heard 
of Mifs Arundale. I heard her 
whole hiftory from Lady Darcy, 
lad night at the opera. She was 
brought up by fome country parfon, 
and all of a fudden came out as 
a grand-daughter of the Duke of 
Malvern and a Peerefs in her own 
right, and is now the bride of the 

o 3 Earl 
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Earl of Ormington, her coufin ; that 
fine young man who ftands at her 
right hand." 

^ Juft as my communicative 
neighbours came to this part x>f Ali- 
cia's hiftory, I looked about, and 
faw the Countef« and her daughter 
on the move. We now left the 
drawing-room; and when we re*- 
tttfned at night, the lovely Gountefs • 
exhibited her charming perfon in a 
minuet. But what bufinefs have I to 
tell you fhe was charming? Your 
heart muft have told you this with- 
out any interference of mine; and 
the only excufe I can find for the 

imperii- 
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imperttnenc repetition »» that I faw 
and heard it fo often ejqpreflpd laft 
night, that, like a parrot, I caught the 
word, and it i$ np wpndei: if I let it 
fll4e from my pea mechanicaJilyit 

** I (hall very fooa write to ypu 
again, but fufficient to the day is our 
good or evil fortune* It is your d t9 
lament, that I have made fo much 
ufe ^of my pcn^ and tak^n up the 
paper which would otherwife have 
been filled by your Alicia. It is 
mine to rejoice when I trace out the 
charaders of that reverence and a€«> 
' fe^ion with which I have ever beea 
the moft devoted of your friends. 

« C. F." 
The 
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The CouQtefs of Ormingtoa 
writes, 

/ 

** My kind aunt has, I find, gone 
over the fubjefl of the birth- day, fo 
that I need not trouble you with any 
more of it, unlefs I could think of 
any thing fine and brilliant which 
never had been faid before on a 
court circle. Under this felf-impofed 
Teftridion, the only remark I am 
inclined to make, is certainly far lefs 
briUiaut than novel; for when I feek 
gratification of any fort, it muft not 
be in a multitude^ The mother of 
my Lord would call this the deci- 
iion of a mean ruftic ; but her La* 
dyOiip will never fee what I am 

writing j 



( $97 ) 
WlUing s «nd as {Q the majority qf 

the great ^QrWj I fcaU not 4ifturt) 
myrelf, 1ii^o^U I WMX a portion of 
theif 4i%>prabia>tiQn. 

» 

** We have been crowded with 
yifitors fince our appearance at the 
drawing*room» All the world feems 
to have been let in. I am not quite 
fo much V the miftrefs of my own 
time as I ufed to be, or I would not 
defer giving you a defcriptive lift of 
many amiable people hitherto un<« 
known. But thefe I muft keep in 
the back ground of my memory, and 
prefent them when I am once more 
feated in our little drawing-room, at 
the dear parfonage of Alhbourn-~ 

But 
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But not even there till my revered 
parent, my beloved guardian, is tired 
of looking v^ith partial fondnefs on 
his now happy, ah, now exquifite/y 

Alicia Ormingtoii/' 
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Priated b/ Wilks and Tayl<>r» ChaAcei]r-Uae. 
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